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Variation No. 1 
¢ǊŀƭŜŜ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ tƭŀƴ, including an overall County Level Settlements Plan Introduction, 
replaces the Tralee Town Development Plan as contained in Volume 2 (Town Development Plans) of the Kerry 
County Development Plan 2022-2028 and the Tralee Municipal District Local Area Plan 2018-2024. 
 
The Tralee Municipal District contains the following settlements: 
 

Settlements 

Key Town Tralee 

District Towns Ardfert, Fenit 

Villages Blennerville, The Spa 

 
Reason for Variation 
The variation provides a settlement plan for the Tralee Municipal District Area, replacing the Tralee Town 
Development Plan as contained in Volume 2 of the Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028 and the 
Tralee Municipal District Local Area Plan 2018-2024. The ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ plan includes a written statement 
and mapped objectives to provide a comprehensive local planning framework with clear policies and 
ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ȊƻƴƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ Ǉƭŀƴ 
completes the planning framework for the area and complements the current National, Regional and 
County policies and objectives. 
 
The Settlement Plan for Tralee is informed by a Local Transport Plan, which is required to be prepared by 
Regional Policy Objective (RPO) 157 in the Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Southern 
Region. 
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1.1 Introduction 
As outlined in Volume 1 of the Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028 (KCDP), the settlement plans are 
underpinned by a strategic vision for the county which is intended to guide the future development of the 
settlements in a sustainable manner, in a way that reflects the existing character and amenities of the 
settlements and improves quality of life for the existing and future population. 
 
The principal town in the Tralee Municipal District (MD) is Tralee which is designated as a Key Town in the 
Regional Spatial Economic Strategy for the Southern Region (RSES) and the Kerry County Development Plan 
2022-2028 (KCDP). Ardfert and Fenit occupy important roles as District Towns for the area as identified in the 
KCDP. 
 
For the first time, the traditional boundary of the former Tralee Town Council has been amended to include 
lands within the environs of the town. These lands mainly include the existing built-up and brownfield lands 
that were included in the Tralee MD LAP 2018-2024. 
 
The MD includes the following settlements as per the Settlement Hierarchy in the KCDP. 
 

Settlements 

Key Town Tralee 

District Towns Ardfert, Fenit 

Villages Blennerville, The Spa 

Table 1.1: Settlement Hierarchy 
 
While this Variation relates to the Tralee MD Settlement Plan, it is intended that this introduction will serve as 
an introduction for all Settlement Plans, which will be added to this volume by subsequent variations to the 
Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028. As such, this introduction is applicable to the whole County. 
 
Vision 
 

 
A development strategy for each settlement appropriate to its size and infrastructure capacity has been 
developed with adequately zoned lands identified for future development uses. The promotion and 
consolidation of the towns and villages of the plan through reuse, restoration and regeneration, and the 
creation of a vibrant urban form, are key principles of these settlement plans. These land use plans seek to 
develop settlements that are attractive places in which to live, work and visit. 
 
One of the aims of the Settlement Plan is to zone the appropriate quantum of residential land at appropriate 
locations to ensure each settlement aligns with the Core Strategy of the Kerry County Development Plan 2022- 
2028, as well as the principles of compact growth and the sequential approach to the zoning of land. 
 
The regeneration of the urban core of towns and villages will set the framework for the creation of a sustainable 
economic base to facilitate integrated communities, while balancing future development with the conservation 
and enhancement of the natural and built environment of each settlement and surrounding area. The 
consolidation of the settlements supports climate action policy, particularly in meeting emissions targets from 
transport and the built environment. 
 
 

¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƭƛǾŜŀōƭŜ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
sustainable levels of community, population, employment and social activity and enhanced levels of 
amenity and biodiversity which encourage a high quality of life and well-being and support a sustainable 
synergy with the rural countryside. 
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1.2 Settlement Hierarchy 
Section 3.10 (Table 3.6) of the KCDP Volume 1 contains the Settlement Strategy for the county, which includes: 
 
1.2.1 Key Towns 
¢ǊŀƭŜŜ ŀƴŘ YƛƭƭŀǊƴŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ΨYŜȅ ¢ƻǿƴǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ w{9{κY/5t ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŀǎ 
ǘƻǿƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎŀƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ άƳŀƧƻǊ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
hospitals, third level institutions, courts, local and national government functions as well as economic and 
business roles and higher order retail functions. These Key Towns are self-sustaining regional drivers and have 
a comparable structure to the five regional growth centres identified in tƘŜ btCΦέ The RSES and KCDP also 
identifies Tralee and Killarney as economic drivers on the strategic road/rail network and Atlantic Economic 
Corridor and as key settlements in the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle. 
 
The many challenges facing Tralee and Killarney include the evolving nature of urban economic models that 
position town centres as no longer just retail centres, but more as broad-based resources that provide a wide 
range of employment, leisure, tourism and community opportunities. 
 
Therefore, creating the environment for diverse sustainable economic growth, income and employment is a 
critical component for the sustainable development of Tralee and Killarney. It is about promoting growth that 
is broad-based; creating a business environment that competes with the best internationally; and ensuring 
everyone has access, including future generations, to the opportunities that growth brings. To maintain their 
status as regional economic drivers, the sustainable strategic growth of the Key towns shall: 

¶ sustainably strengthen the role of Tralee as a self-sustaining, regional economic driver, key settlement 
in the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle and on the Atlantic Economic Corridor and build on inherent 
strengths as an administrative capital, centre of skills and education, innovation, enterprise growth, 
culture and tourism; and 

¶ sustainably strengthen the role of Killarney as a strategically located urban centre of significant 
influence in a sub-regional context, a centre of excellence in tourism, recreation and amenity sectors, 
to promote its role as a leader in these sectors, in particular training and education, and strengthen its 
overall multi-sectoral dynamic as a key settlement in the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle, in accordance 
with RSES RPO 11, RPO 15 and RPO 18. 

 
1.2.2 Regional Towns 
The development of the eight regional towns in the county, is critical for realising balanced regional 
development, acting as a focus for strengthening their own areas. It is a strategic aim of the settlement strategy 
of this Plan to support the sustainable development and growth of these settlements to meet their population 
target at a scale, layout and design that reflects the character of the towns, so they can function as adequate 
service and employment centres for the surrounding hinterland. The NPF, Ireland 2040 policy document targets 
a significant proportion of future urban development on infill and brownfield development sites and in 
compliance with this, it is envisaged that at least 30% of all new housing development in these settlements shall 
take place on infill and brownfield sites. This is in accordance with RSES RPO 26. 
 
1.2.3 District Towns 
Thirteen towns are designated District Towns in the Settlement Hierarchy. It is a strategic aim of the settlement 
strategy as set out in Section 3.10.2 of the KCDP to support the sustainable development and growth of district 
towns to meet population targets, at a scale, layout and design that reflects the character of each town, so they 
can function as adequate service and employment centres for the surrounding hinterland. While it is anticipated 
that District Towns will continue to play vital roles in providing accommodation for a proportion of the existing 
population and in supporting rural communities, it is very important that these towns harness and maximise 
their economic potential through broadening their commercial base. 
 
Considerable expenditure on capital infrastructure has been spent or is committed to these towns. Suitable 
lands have been zoned for residential use. 
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1.2.4 Villages 
There are a number (29) of settlements characterised as villages in the county. It is the policy of the KCDP to 
support the sustainable development of these villages, in a compact manner. 
 
These villages are on the lower tiers of the settlement hierarchy as set out in the KCDP and are predominately 
residential in character while offering a very limited range of services supplying local need such as a convenience 
shop, public house, post office, primary school, church and other community facilities. 
 
Tourism also plays an important function, particularly for a number of these settlements. It is anticipated that 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŀǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 
to play a vital role in providing accommodation in a rural village setting for a proportion of the ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ 
population and in supporting rural communities. 
 
No provision for a targeted population increase has been made under the Core Strategy of the KCDP for these 
individual villages, instead an overall village target is included in the core strategy. The zoning of lands for R1 
(Proposed Residential) is therefore not proposed in these villages. Existing infill sites and redevelopment of 
existing sites are likely to be sufficient to cater for any residential demand. In addition, small scale residential 
cluster developments served by individual wastewater treatment systems will be considered in villages/small 
village settlements as set out under Section 5.4 of the KCDP. 
 
In villages, land has been zoned under the category of R4 (Strategic Residential Reserve). This is to cater for 
those cases where land is centrally located and suitable for future residential use, however a residential 
allocation has not been included undeǊ ǘƘŜ Y/5tΩǎ /ƻǊŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ 
place to facilitate development at this time. 
 
Development shall occur within the settlement boundary only. All development in these settlements should 
contribute to improvements in the ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΩ urban form and shall preserve their character, heritage and natural 
features. 
 
1.2.5 Small Village Settlements 
There are a number (37) of small village settlements in the county. These small villages are in the lower tiers of 
the settlement hierarchy as set out in the KCDP. These villages are predominately residential in character while 
offering a very limited range of services supplying local need including a convenience shop, public house, post 
office, primary school, church and other community facilities. 
 
It is anticipated that their existing character and function will remain primarily as residential settlements and 
that these settlements will continue to play a vital role in providing accommodation in a rural village setting for 
ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
 
Development shall occur within the settlement boundary in a sequential manner from the identified core of the 
ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ !ƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΩ ǳǊōŀƴ 
form and shall preserve their character, heritage and natural features. This plan supports the enhancement of 
local services in the various settlements and the provision of additional services in appropriate locations. 
 
No provision for a targeted population increase has been made under the Core Strategy of the KCDP for these 
individual villages, instead an overall small village settlement target is included in the core strategy. The zoning 
of lands for R1/R4 (Proposed/Strategic Residential) is therefore not proposed in these small villages. Existing 
infill sites and redevelopment of existing sites is likely to be sufficient to cater for any residential demand. 
 
The KCDP reflects the position of the NPF and RSES, that the countryside (which includes Rural areas with 
settlements/villages and surrounding rural areas with a population of less than 1,500) is and will continue to 
be, a living and lived-in landscape focusing on the requirements of rural economies and rural communities, 
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based on agriculture, forestry, tourism and rural enterprise, while at the same time avoiding ribbon and overspill 
development from urban areas and protecting environmental qualities and in compliance with RPO 27. 
 
It is the policy of the Council to encourage people who wish to reside in the countryside to live in villages or 
small village settlements where services are available. As an alternative to one-off housing, it is an objective of 
the KCDP to permit clusters of housing served by individual wastewater treatment systems in the small village 
settlements where there is no wastewater infrastructure or no plans for such infrastructure. The strategy for 
these clusters within these settlements is to facilitate a small number of additional dwellings and/or small 
enterprises to consolidate the existing pattern of development around these focal points and utilise existing 
services in the area. 
 
Small scale residential cluster developments served by individual wastewater treatment systems will be 
considered in designated small village settlements as set out under Section 5.4 of the KCDP. 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ άNew Homes in Small 
Towns and Villagesέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ btC ŀƴŘ w{9{Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ¦ƛǎŎŜ 
;ƛǊŜŀƴƴΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ άōǳƛƭŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜέ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ of rural settlements. 

 

Villages/Small Village Settlements ς Overall Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP SP-1 Preserve ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΩ architectural heritage and promote conservation-led regeneration and 
re-use of buildings, where possible. 

KCDP SP-2 Facilitate improvements to the village centres, with an enhanced streetscape, appropriate 
shopfront design and provision for improved street lighting, public footpaths and street 
furniture. 
 

KCDP SP-3 Protect and where appropriate enhance the provision of biodiversity features in the 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΦ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ LƴƭŀƴŘ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
urban watercourses. 

 
1.3 Introduction to the Settlements 
1.3.1 Zoning 
Only lands within the settlement boundaries have a land use zoning designation. The zoning matrix is included 
in Appendix G. Additional zoning details are contained in Volume 6 of the KCDP. 

1.3.2 Development in the Settlements 
The overarching policies and objectives relating to the towns and villages are contained in Chapter 4 of the 
KCDP. 
 
The strategy for the County is dependent on the growth of Key & Regional towns as the leading settlements 
and to a lesser extent the District towns and villages as identified in the settlement hierarchy of the KCDP. This 
can only be achieved through creating employment opportunities and attracting people to live in these 
settlements, thereby strengthening their urban structure and creating a demand to support local services. The 
proximity of many of the settlements to the regional towns make them viable alternatives for persons seeking 
a more rural lifestyle. 
 
This Plan establishes a strategic framework to focus renewal and regeneration of the ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ towns and villages 
in order to support vibrant and strengthened communities and drivers of economic growth. 
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It is the priority of the Local Authority to encourage the sustainable expansion in the range and number of retail 
and commercial services within the designated towns and villages which in turn will provide local employment 
and improve the quality of life of the local community. 
 
Future mixed use and other non-residential development will be encouraged in the town/village cores on 
brownfield and infill sites firstly where appropriate and on sites identified as suitable for such uses or open to 
consideration, as per the zoning matrix. 
 
A collaborative, multi-agency and cross sectoral approach is required to manage this strategic aim. While it is 
an objective of the Council to recognise the potential of all smaller towns and villages and co-operate with any 
prospective public and or private sector partners in delivering any such sustainable and policy compliant 
projects, this plan identifies a number of areas/sites for particular regeneration, renewal and revitalisation 
focus. 
 
It is the policy of the Council to support initiatives to strengthen and improve the physical and natural 
environment of towns and villages and encourage positive place-making. Development proposals should: 

¶ Provide for distinctive buildings of a high architectural quality which contribute to a distinct sense of 
place and a quality public realm; 

¶ Create strong street frontage by either, adhering to the established building line in the immediate area 
or establish a new building line immediately adjoining the public road where a reasonable opportunity 
exists to do so. A greater setback will be considered where the development would provide for the 
creation of a high-quality urban space with sufficient landscaping, street furniture etc; 

¶ Respect, where appropriate, the context of the adjoining buildings, adjacent streetscape or buildings in 
the immediate area, in terms of design, height, scale and mass etc.; 

¶ Utilise, where appropriate, adaptable and accessible design on the ground floor to ensure their future 
re-use for alternative functions (e.g. retail/ commercial); 

¶ Promote, where appropriate, visual interest though modulation and detailing of architectural elements 
(e.g., detailing/treatment of eaves, windows, frontages, slight variations in roof lines, setback etc.; 

¶ Protect and enhance, where appropriate, the natural environment making space for nature and 
supporting climate action policy. 

 

Overall Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP SP-4 Ensure that all new development is located within the ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ development boundary 
in a sequential manner while promoting the development of a compact settlement structure 
through making effective use of backland and infill sites and preventing unnecessary ribbon 
development. 

KCDP SP-5 Ensure that new development shall maintain the integrity of the surrounding rural 
landscape and where appropriate the rural character of the settlement, while ensuring that 
future development supports the existing role and function of the settlement as a local focal 
point for its surrounding rural community. 

KCDP SP-6 Facilitate improvements to town/village centres, with an enhanced streetscape, 
appropriate shopfront design and provision for improved street lighting, public footpaths 
and street furniture. 

 
1.3.3 Residential Developments 
Within settlements, future residential development will only be permitted on appropriately zoned lands, infill 
sites and on sites contiguous with the town/village centre, or where otherwise compatible with the KCDP Core 
Strategy. This policy seeks to prevent leapfrogging of sites, to ensure a sustainable and compact urban form, 



Settlement Plans Introduction 

13 

 

 

restrict the demand for out-of-town retailing and ensure that residents are within easy walking distance of town 
centre facilities. 
 
It is considered, however, that a longer-term view is also required to be taken with regards to zoning of land for 
residential use. This approach is taken in line with investments made or proposed to be made in infrastructure, 
such as wastewater treatment plants. Lands therefore have been identified as Strategic Residential Reserve 
(R4) where appropriate for some of the settlements. 
 
Residential development on R4 (Strategic Residential Reserve) lands will be permitted only on completion of 
80% of the R1 (New/Proposed Residential) zoned lands subject to the provision of adequate infrastructure. 
 
It is the policy of KCC to ensure that residential development on R4 (Strategic Residential Reserve) lands in 
Villages complies with the Core Strategy and is subject to the provision of adequate water infrastructure. In 
Small Village Settlements (where no lands have been identified as R1 or R4), cluster type residential 
development will only be considered subject to the provision of adequate water/wastewater infrastructure as 
per Section 2.5 of this plan. 
 
Given the scale of many of the settlements in the county, it is preferable that overall expansion proceeds on 
the basis of a number of well-integrated sites within and around the settlement core rather than focusing on 
rapid growth driven by one very large site. 
 
The provision of good housing mix in all towns and villages will be encouraged to ensure that residents/buyers 
have access to a range of house types and tenures. 
 
As per Section 3.3.5 of the Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (2024), KCC will support housing that offers an alternative, including serviced sites, to 
persons who might otherwise construct rural one-off housing in the surrounding countryside. Development in 
rural towns and villages which is tailored to the scale, form and character of the settlement and the capacity of 
services and infrastructure (including public transport and water services infrastructure) will be considered. 
Lands zoned for housing at the edge of rural towns and villages at locations that can be integrated into the 
settlement and are connected to existing walking and cycling networks can offer an effective alternative, 
including serviced sites, to the provision of single houses in the countryside. The density of development at such 
locations should respond in a positive way to the established context. 
 

Residential Objectives 

Objective No: It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP SP-7 CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛǎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
settlements in accordance with the Settlement Hierarchy and the Core Strategy set out in 
the KCDP 2022-2028 and subject to: 

¶ Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (2024) 

¶ Sustainable Urban Housing-Design Standards for New Apartments (July 2023) 

¶ Urban Development and Building Height Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2018) 

¶ Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (2019 & 2022) 



Settlement Plans Introduction 

14 

 

 

 

KCDP SP-8 Prohibit development on lands zoned R4 (Strategic Residential Reserve) until 80% of the R1 
(new/proposed residential zoned) lands have been developed to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Authority and subject to the provision of adequate infrastructure. 

KCDP SP-9 Require all new residential development schemes over 15 units to provide for a variety and 
choice (type and size) of housing units to meet different household needs and 
requirements. 

KCDP SP-10  ¢ƻ ǇǊƻŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ .ƻŘƛŜǎ ό!I.Ωǎύ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ŀũƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘπǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ŀǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

KCDP SP-11 Ensure residential development on R4 (Strategic Residential Reserve) lands in Villages shall 
comply with the provisions of the Core Strategy and is subject to the provision of adequate 
water and wastewater infrastructure. 

KCDP SP-12 Support the growth and development of efficient district heating, electrification of heating, 
and utilisation of geothermal energy in proposed large residential developments. 

 
1.3.4 Design Briefs 
Design Briefs have been prepared (where appropriate) for undeveloped zoned green and brownfield sites 
within the main settlements. These design briefs seek to provide an indicative development framework for the 
sustainable, phased and integrated development of these residential and other zoned lands. The design briefs 
demonstrate the potential of a site, recognising that the design may evolve at project level due to the 
identification of potential site constraints. 
 
The Briefs have established the broad development principles for the areas. They have set out in broad terms 
the general distribution of land uses, circulation systems and key access points. The Briefs will also indicate how 
future land uses will integrate with surrounding development and provide for the future phasing of 
development. 
 
The Briefs seek to demonstrate, whilst having regard to the existing site context and character, the following: 

¶ Overall layout and distribution of uses and open space on the subject lands 

¶ Transport and Mobility 

¶ Principal road infrastructure and access 

¶ Public water and wastewater infrastructure 
¶ Principal pedestrian and cycle routes and access 

¶ Improvements to existing road infrastructure 

¶ Incorporation of existing features of biodiversity value (e.g. hedgerows, trees, watercourses) & 
enhancement of biodiversity. 

 
The delivery of the above infrastructure/principle are set out in and demonstrated in the accompanying maps. 
The briefs will be used as a tool for the co-ordinated delivery of development over the coming years. It will 
ensure that development is integrated and designed appropriately in accordance with the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area. The Design Briefs propose forms of development that seeks to protect 
existing residential amenity, protect significant features and heritage designations and seeks to provide open 
space in accordance with the KCDP. 
 
1.3.5 Improving Connectivity (Existing/Proposed Residential Estates and Strategic Employment Lands) 
Permeability describes the extent to which an urban area permits the movement of people by walking or cycling. 
In order to achieve compact towns and climate action we need to look at how settlements can be adapted to 
facilitate active travel and more desirable/usable infrastructure. In large urban settlements, which have 
numerous residential estates and strategic employment lands, such as Tralee and Killarney, better linkages can 
be created between existing estates, the town centre, areas of employment and facilities/services. In some 



Settlement Plans Introduction 

15 

 

 

instances, there are boundary walls around estates or cul-de-sacs within estates that prevent movement along 
natural desire lines. There are also poorly designed linkages that are difficult or unattractive to use which can 
be corrected with minimal intervention. These existing scenarios create routes which require much longer travel 
distances than direct linkages. The Local Transport Plans (LTPs) for Tralee and Killarney will contain potential 
walking links connecting residential sites and areas of employment with adjacent facilities. 
 
A key focus of the LTPs is to enhance connectivity by promoting sustainable travel options, while also supporting 
the delivery of road schemes that facilitate internal trips and connections to the broader road network. This 
approach aims to minimise traffic redistribution across the network. 
 
There are areas within certain settlements where small interventions can be implemented in order to enhance 
natural desire lines. Small interventions would reduce travel times to key facilities and services within the 
towns/villages for pedestrians and cyclists. See details in Figures 3.32, 3.33, 3.34, 3.35 and 3.36. 
 
All new development will be required to maximise permeability and connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists and 
to create direct links to adjacent roads and public transport networks, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 1.5.4.1 of Volume 6. 
 

Residential Estate Connectivity Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP SP-13 Connect existing and future residential developments and strategic employment lands 
(access points) to completed and planned greenways, cycling infrastructure, cycle ways and 
onto existing employment/residential areas. 

KCDP SP-14 Improve (inter)connectivity by ensuring access and linkages from existing and proposed 

residential areas are provided. 

 

KCDP SP-15 Facilitate and support engagement with all stakeholders to facilitate the development of 

greater interconnectivity. 

KCDP SP-16 Facilitate the provision of safe, direct and legible active travel routes to connect residential 
areas to public transport stops/stations where appropriate.  

 
1.4 Land Use & Flood Risk Management 
The frequency, pattern and severity of flooding is expected to increase as a result of climate change. To address 
this issue, the Council will comply with the provisions of the Planning System and Flood Risk Management 
Guidelines by ensuring that flood risk is a key consideration in the preparation of Plans and in the assessment 
of planning applications. 
 
All future developments within the county shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the 
άtǊŜŎŀǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜέ detailed in the guidelines. 
 
The CFRAM maps (Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management) and all other available flood risk data 
sets have been used to identify greenfield lands that are at risk of flooding and these areas are deemed 
inappropriate for residential and vulnerable development due to the potential flood risk. 
 
The Precautionary Principle has been applied to land use zoning (residential and vulnerable development land 
uses) in this Plan with the High-End Future Scenario (HEFS) which allows for climate change being taken into 
consideration. 
 
A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment has been carried out for all Settlement Plans and has informed the land use 
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zonings. Flood Maps indicating those areas that are risk of flooding are included in the relevant sections. 
 
In this Plan the guiding principles are the avoidance of development in areas of risk (unless it can be justified on 
wider sustainability grounds), the substitution to less vulnerable uses where avoidance is not possible and the 
mitigation and management of the risk where avoidance and substitution are not possible. It is critical for the 
long-term sustainable management of flood risk that planning decisions take full account of existing and 
potential future flood risk (HEFS) to avoid or adequately minimise the creation of new flood risks. This approach 
supports climate action, specifically adaptation, which seeks to adapt future development to the risks identified 
from climate change as part of the Local Authority CAP making process. 
 
Development which in the opinion of the Council would have an unacceptable risk of flooding or which would 
result in an unacceptable risk of flooding elsewhere shall not be permitted. 
 
1.4.1 Flood Risk Assessments (FRA) 
Site Specific Cw!ΩǎΣ where required, shall be carried out to an appropriate level of detail to identify flood risk to 
a development and quantify potential impacts of any proposal on flood risk elsewhere. As per development 
objectives KCDP SP-17 and KCDP SP-18 development within existing built-up areas may have different FRA 
requirements to those located outside those areas. 
 
Where necessary the minimum requirement is a Stage 1 Flood Risk Assessment, and this requirement is not 
limited to areas or sites with an identified flood risk. Generally, a Stage 2 ς Initial Flood Risk Assessment will be 
required for any site within or in close proximity to Flood Zone A or B and this may need to be further developed 
into a Stage 3 ς Detailed Flood Risk Assessment. 
 
Certain sites, including many assessed in this Plan, will require the application of the Sequential Approach to 
the development design to ensure that more vulnerable uses are sited in areas of lowest flood risk. 
 
It is recognised that in existing town centres of built-up areas, a balance may need to be achieved between 
providing a suitable streetscape and mitigating flood risk. In such circumstances it may be acceptable to relax 
freeboard requirements subject to appropriate residual risk mitigation. The use of flood resistant or flood 
resilient construction may be an acceptable alternative. 
 
It is important to recognise that guidance in relation to climate change allowances may change during the 
lifetime of the Development Plan and the SFRA. Consequently, all future risk assessments and development 
designs shall be based on the latest available guidance at the time of writing. 
 

Flood Risk Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP SP-17 (Development not located within existing built-up areas located within Flood Zone A & B) 

(a) Ensure that highly vulnerable development is not permitted in areas identified in Flood 
Zone A and B, and not to permit less vulnerable development within Flood Zone A. 

(b) Ensure that only water compatible development is permitted within Flood Zone A and 
less vulnerable in Flood Zone B. 

(c) Ensure that less vulnerable development and water compatible development only is 
permitted with suitable mitigation measures. 

KCDP SP-18 (Development within existing built-up areas located within Flood Zone A & B) 

Ensure that development proposals avoid the identified flood risk area, or if not possible 
ensure that proposals avoid the identified flood risk properties and consider flood resilient 
or flood resistant construction design methodologies. 
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KCDP SP-19 Ensure the Flood Risk & Development Management requirements as included in the 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of this plan shall be complied with. 

KCDP SP-20 Ensure that any potential flood risk areas located within residential zoned areas are used 
for amenity open space use only and/or are left as ΨǎǇŀŎŜǎ for ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩΦ 

KCDP SP-21 Ensure that minor proposals for development, for example small extensions to existing 
houses or changes of use, in areas at moderate to high risk of flooding are assessed in 
accordance with Section 5.28 of the Guidelines, incorporating the additional guidance in 
Planning Circular PL2/2014. 

 
1.4.2 Rainwater Management 
The challenge of rainwater management has greatly increased in recent years particularly with urban 
settlements. The increased density of development along with high intensity rainfall patterns which are 
becoming more prevalent has increased the effects of flooding and pollution. Traditionally the management of 
rainfall runoff has relied upon conventional piped drainage systems. There is an urgent need to sustainably 
manage rainfall runoff from both existing and future development. Nature based rainwater management 
techniques should be considered starting with how rainfall might be collected at source from buildings and 
roads, with onward conveyance and storage within the urban area prior to other storage opportunities within 
the wider catchment. 
 
Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ άǇƭǳǾƛŀƭ Ǌƛǎƪ ǇǊƻƻŦŜŘέ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ǳ5ǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 
rainwater management techniques which are considered to be nature based are marked by a  symbol. 

 

Rainwater Management Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP SP-22 Promote the use of swales and ponds within open space areas to provide storage capacity. 

KCDP SP-23 Ensure that minor proposals for development, for example small extensions to existing 
houses or changes of use, in areas at moderate to high risk of flooding should be assessed 
in accordance with Section 5.28 of the Guidelines, incorporating the additional guidance in 
Planning Circular PL2/2014. 

KCDP SP-24 
 

 

 

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) incorporating nature-based surface water 
drainage solutions should be incorporated into the design of new developments and will 
be required for any proposals of scale. Proposals shall also address pluvial flood risk in areas 
where surface water ponding could occur and ensure that floor and street levels are 
designed to manage any potential risks or exceedances. 

KCDP SP-25 
 

 

Support the retrofitting of existing environments to cater for surface water run-off through 
the use of nature-based solutions, as appropriate. 

KCDP SP-26 
 

 

Incorporate the principles of the Rainwater Management Plans, Guidance for Local 
Authorities (2024) for urban settlement areas where appropriate. 

KCDP SP-27 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Promote the use of sustainable rainwater management and retention techniques within 
existing /proposed urban areas, such as; 

¶ Rainfall collection at property level 

¶ Rainfall collection within the streetscapes 

¶ Rainfall conveyance 

¶ Temporary storage of rainfall within public open space 

¶ Storage of rainfall within the wider catchment. 
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1.5 Climate Action and Biodiversity 
YŜǊǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ό[!/!tύ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ vм ƻŦ нлнпΦ The LACAP 
recognises in the context of land use plans, the integration of spatial, transport and energy planning is 
fundamental to achieving decarbonisation, particularly in the challenging sectors of heating and transport. 
 
Decarbonisation of heating in the built environment across the residential and non-residential sectors is a key 
challenge for climate action in the context of this plan. While national building regulations will oversee 
compliance with evolving European energy legislation in existing and new (to NZEB standards) buildings ς this 
plan can indirectly support initiatives that seek to decarbonise the heating sector at a local level. Here, 
consolidated growth principles can again facilitate a more cost-effective roll-out of retro-fitting projects at 
larger spatial scale; and facilitate investigations into potential communal heating schemes, such as district 
heating schemes, and/or other potential renewable heat sources. This plan also supports the energy user of 
the future - the άǎŜƭŦέ or άǇǊƻ-ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊέ - essentially where energy is consumed close to where it is produced. 
Many of these self-consumer energy projects are exempted development e.g. installation of solar PV panels. 
However, this plan supports community-based generation and evolving micro-generation and export to grid 
legislation. 
 
wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀǊōƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΣ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŀǾƻƛŘ-shift-ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΩ 
model will be key to achieving ambitious transport emissions reductions. This plan therefore strongly supports 
άŀǾƻƛŘέ by ensuring via consolidated growth/high density living in our settlements people reside close to where 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜǘŎΤ άǎƘƛŦǘέ ōȅ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƴΣ ǾƛŀΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ǿŀƭƪΣ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ōȅ άƛƳǇǊƻǾŜέ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǳŜƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 9± ŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ 
infrastructure. 
 
The settlement plans are further underpinned by protection of biodiversity, that seeks to integrate mitigation 
and adaptation into the proper planning and sustainable development of the county. Making space for nature, 
particularly in the sustainable development of urban spaces is fully supported in the Plan. 
 
In order to ensure the plans are άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǇǊƻƻŦŜŘέ objectives that specifically support climate action are marked 
by a  symbol. In addition, a Climate Action Audit (Appendix E) provides more detail on the how the Plan 
aligns with climate action policy. 
 
Development proposals should, as far as is reasonably practical, ensure the protection / replacement / 
enhancement of biodiversity interests and consider site location within the context of the wider landscape 
setting. This plan does not require the retention of all features of biodiversity value, but the concepts of 
biodiversity retention / enhancement / creation should form part of project design considerations and 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ aŀƪƛƴƎ ΨǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻndition and 
connectivity of natural / semi natural areas, as well as ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
context of biodiversity enhancement, the following measures should be considered and incorporated into 
development proposals, as appropriate: 

¶ Nature-based solutions to rain and storm water management (e.g. swales, tree pits, rain gardens). 

¶ Amenity spaces to be well designed so as to encourage outdoor recreation, play, tree protection and 
nature appreciation. As part of this, passive and or active surveillance should be appropriately provided 
for. 

¶ The protection and enhancement of watercourses, coastal and riparian habitats. 

¶ Tree planting to be provided, preferably free standing rather than within planters. Tree selection type 
should be carefully considered, having regard ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ the ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΩ concept, biodiversity 
and climatic considerations, maintenance requirements, as well as potential for undue impact on public 
lighting effectiveness or residential amenity. 

¶ The all-Ireland pollinator plan guidance recommendations. 

¶ Provision of ΨǎǇŀŎŜǎ for ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩΣ communal composting areas /  facilities, fruit and nut trees /  shrubs. 

¶ Provision of swift bird boxes and other bird /  bat boxes. 
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¶ Protection, enhancement, creation of appropriately located green /  wildlife corridors. 

¶ Lighting proposals to take into account wildlife impact. The use of timers, dimmers, highly directional 
LED lights with a warm white tone bulb (2700K or less) to be incorporated, as appropriate. It may not 
always be appropriate to provide public lighting along amenity trails located outside of the urban area. 

¶ Boundary treatment to consider biodiversity impact. Where boundaries adjoin existing mature 
hedgerows, a durable weld mesh type fence can be provided adjoining the hedgerow without unduly 
compromising its wildlife value. 

¶ Invasive species management. 
 
For larger development proposals, ecological survey should inform project design, layout, landscaping and 
biodiversity protection /  enhancement proposals. The following biodiversity related considerations should also 
be taken into consideration:- 

¶ Effort should be made to retain mature native trees / ecological features of importance located within 
or close to the proposed site boundaries as required by Section 1.3.2 Volume 6 and development 
objective KCDP 11-22 of the Kerry CDP. Urban trees are recognised as having a climate resilience role 
in Section 1.5.4.3 Volume 6 of the plan. 

¶ Watercourses should be appropriately protected and integrated into development proposals as 
required by Development Objectives KCDP 11-24 and KCDP 13-8 of the KCDP. 

¶ Lighting proposals should take into account biodiversity impact, as required by Development Objectives 
KCDP 11-42, KCDP 11-44, and Section 11.3.3.2 Volume 1 and Section 1.14.2 Volume 6 of the KCDP. 

¶ Storm and rain water management should incorporate nature based solutions as outlined in S4.2.7 and 
Section 13.2.4 of Volume 1 and Section 1.5.4.5 of Volume 6 of the KCDP. 

¶ Construction stage sediment rich soiled water run-off should be managed as required by Section 1.3.6 
of Volume 6 of the Kerry CDP. 

¶ Derelict or disused properties may be used as homes for wildlife. Development proposals for such 
properties should have regard to same and to the requirements of Section 4.3.4 of Volume 1 and 
Development Objective KCDP 4-39. Where necessary surveys on protected species may need to be 
undertaken in order to assess potential for impact. 

 

Objectives Climate Action and Biodiversity 

Objective No.
  

It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP SP-28 
 
 

Promote and support an increase in the provision of green and blue spaces and tree 
canopy cover in settlements. 

KCDP SP-29 
 

Identify and protect Locally Important Biodiversity (LIBS) sites through data collection 
and mapping in accordance with Heritage Council guidelines. 

KCDP SP-30 
 

Ensure that opportunities for biodiversity protection, enhancement and creation 
are identified and incorporated into development proposals, as appropriate, while also 
supporting Kerry organisations which promote biodiversity and wildlife habitats in their 
area, such as the Tralee Bay Wetlands (promoting an understanding of Tralee Bay and 
its wildlife), Kerry Biosphere (promoting and understanding the Killarney area and its 
wildlife), etc. 

 
1.6 Impact and Compatibility with the New European Bauhaus (NEB) Values and Principles 
The settlement plans are aligned with the core values and principles of the NEB, aiming to foster transformative 
change and encourage a cultural shift towards sustainable place-based living. By following a holistic approach, 
these plans will integrate NEB values and principles into each settlement, ensuring inclusivity and accessibility 
while embracing multi-disciplinary collaboration and community participation from the outset. 
 
The actions, objectives and policies set out in this plan are tailored to both highlight and address development 
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needs of the County. 
 
A significant development need is the revitalisation of vacant and underutilised properties. These buildings hold 
immense cultural and architectural value but have fallen into disrepair. Adaptive reuse strategies aim to 
preserve the /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ rich architectural heritage while catalysing economic revitalisation and fostering a sense 
of community pride. 
 
The actions, aims, objectives and policies set out in this plan will incorporate sustainability, lifecycle thinking, 
and quality of design by utilising the methodology outlined in the NEB toolbox, particularly focusing on the NEB 
Compass as a guiding framework and best practice studies within same (Hal 5, Madre Project, and Krater 
Creative Laboratory). 
 
The NEB Compass will guide the implementation of this plan in assessing and enhancing the sustainability of 
the proposed interventions on the settlements outlined in this plan including evaluating the environmental 
impact of construction materials and methods, incorporating energy-efficient infrastructure and sustainable 
urban design principles, thereby minimising the ecological footprint of the revitalisation efforts. 
 
KCC will seek to engage with relevant stakeholders to apply the tool to evaluate the sustainability, lifecycle 
thinking, and quality of design aspects of potential projects. This plan will seek to focus on topics such as 
sustainability, eco-tourism, carbon-zero construction practices, and ecological awareness, ensuring that the 
principles of the NEB are thoroughly integrated. 
 
Furthermore, the actions, aims, objectives and policies in this plan will adhere to principles of Do No Significant 
Harm (DNSH) by prioritising green, social, and innovative procurement practices. This commitment will extend 
to the prioritisation, design, development, and specification of the project proposals, ensuring that investment 
in revitalisation does not result in significant harm to environmental objectives as mandated by Regulation (EU) 
2020/852. 
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2.1 Tralee Municipal District SettlementsΩ Plan 
Settlement Plans have been prepared for lands in the Tralee Municipal District (MD) in accordance with the 
requirements and provisions of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended). The purpose of the Plan 
is to set out a comprehensive local planning framework with clear policies and objectives including land use 
zoning, in the interests of the common good. The successful implementation of the Plan will have a positive 
impact on the Tralee MD, ensuring it develops in a sustainable manner. In conjunction with Project Ireland 2040, 
the National Planning Framework (NPF), the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region 
(RSES) and the KCDP, this Variation will complete the planning framework for the area and complement the 
implementation of the policies and objectives contained in these higher-level plans. 
 
This Plan replaces the Tralee Town Development Plan, as contained in Volume 2 of the Kerry County 
Development Plan 2022-2028 and the Tralee Municipal District Local Area Plan 2018-2024. 
 
2.1.1 Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028 
This Variation must be read in conjunction with the Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028 (KCDP). All 
guidelines and policy documents referred to in the KCDP are applicable to this Variation. This Variation does not 
propose to duplicate unnecessarily any policy or objective already included in the KCDP. Unless otherwise 
stated, the policies, objectives and development management standards as set out in the KCDP 2022-2028, 
apply to this Variation. 
 
2.2 Overview of the MD Area 
The principal town in the Tralee Municipal District (MD) is Tralee which is designated as a Key Town in the 
Regional Spatial Economic Strategy for the Southern Region (RSES) and the Kerry County Development Plan 
2022-2028 (KCDP). Ardfert and Fenit occupy important roles as District Towns for the area as identified in the 
KCDP. 
 
For the first time, the traditional boundary of the former Tralee Town Council has been amended to include 
lands within the environs of the town. These lands mainly include the existing built-up and brownfield lands 
that were included in the Tralee MD LAP 2018-2024. 
 
The MD includes the following settlements as per the Settlement Hierarchy in the KCDP. 
 

Settlements 

Key Town Tralee 

District Towns Ardfert, Fenit 

Villages Blennerville, The Spa 

Table 2.1: Settlement Hierarchy 
 

 
Figure 2.1: Tralee MD & Settlements 
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Figure 2.2: Tralee MD άŀǘ a ƎƭŀƴŎŜέ (CSO 2022) 
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2.3 Population Growth & Housing Targets 
The distribution of projected population growth throughout the County is set out in the Core Strategy and the 
Settlement Hierarchy outlined in Section 3.10 of the KCDP. The Key Towns (Tralee & Killarney) are envisaged to 
be the focused towns for growth in the County. 
 
The distribution of the population targets within the Tralee MD reflects the need to focus development on the 
principal town of Kerry ς Tralee, and to a lesser extent in Ardfert and Fenit to create the critical mass necessary 
to support the existing level of services and to generate demand for new services commensurate with the 
functions of each settlement. 
 

Settlements within Tralee MD Population 2022 Housing Target 

Key Town Tralee 26,079 2,087 

District 
Towns 

Ardfert 

Fenit 

771 

619 

61 

102 

Villages Blennerville 

The Spa 

- 

362 

n/a 

n/a 

Table 2.2 Existing Population & Housing Targets for Tralee MD 
 
2.4 Housing Development 2012-2023 
A key objective of the KCDP is to strengthen the urban structure of Tralee and the district towns. Comparative 
analysis of Geo-Directory residential address database from 2012 to that of 2023 highlights the level of 
development in the Tralee MD. The points shown on the Figure 2.2 indicate the location of new residential 
development within this period. 
 
Analysis of the data shows that 790 additional points have been added in this 11-year period. 396 of the total 
new addresses in the Tralee MD are within Tralee Town which represents half of the total figure at 50%. 12% 
of the total development figure have been carried out in the other settlements of Ardfert, Fenit and The Spa. It 
is not possible to get a figure for Blennerville through GeoDirectory as it is classified as a village. Therefore 38% 
are located in the rural area (including Blennerville) of the MD, that is, outside of the development boundary of 
the settlements in the plan area. 
 
Figure 2.2 indicates that there is still a considerable amount of residential development occurring outside of 
settlements and this continuing trend is at odds with sustainable development patterns. 
 
This pattern of development outside of existing settlements will continue to weaken the attractiveness of these 
towns and villages to inward investment, future jobs and services. Conversely unsustainable patterns of high 
rates of development in rural areas can result in excessive car based commuting patterns in order to access 
employment, shops and other services. This places greater demands on uneconomical infrastructure 
development and the need for other services outside of the main settlement areas. 
 
2.5 Water & Wastewater Capacity 
The supply of residential zoned land is focused in areas where water and wastewater infrastructure and 
treatment capacity is available or where planned investment is imminent. The settlements of Tralee, Ardfert 
and Fenit in particular, have been identified as being capable of accommodating residential development, 
subject to investment in the approved wastewater infrastructure development in Fenit. Fenit WWTP has been 
identified under the Uisce Éireann STVGP is at Preliminary Business Case stage and is expected to be complete 
in 2029. 
 
Wastewater infrastructural deficits are a factor in limiting development in certain settlements of the Tralee MD. 
In particular wastewater and water treatments are key considerations for future development proposals. 
 
In cases where infrastructural deficits arise and centrally located suitable lands are available for development; 
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these lands have been zoned under the category of ΨStrategic Residential ReserveΩ (R4) or ΨStrategic ReserveΩ 
(O1). These lands are zoned in line with the long-term objective of encouraging consolidation of the town/village 
core and the retention and improvement of local services and facilities. Development will be dependent on 
(amongst other issues) the availability of infrastructure, need and demand for development. Table 2.3 sets out 
the latest Wastewater Treatment and Water Supply Capacity Register for the Plan area received from Uisce 
Éireann in December 2024. 

 
Hierarchy Settlement WWTP Water 

Key Town Tralee   

District Towns Ardfert   

Fenit * 

Villages Blennerville   

The Spa  

Key: Capacity available Potential 
capacity 

No 
capacity 

*  project to upgrade of WWTP at Stage 2 ς Preliminary Business Case 

Table 2.3: Water & Wastewater Capacity Register (December 2024) 
 
¦ƛǎŎŜ ;ƛǊŜŀƴƴΩǎ ²ŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ¢ǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀǘ 
Wastewater Treatment Plants and Water Supply Capacity Register provides an indication of available water 
supply in County Kerry. The registers are updated on an annual basis and are subject to change throughout the 
year. 
 
2.6 Natural Environment 
2.6.1 Overview 
The Tralee MD area has a rich and diverse natural environment. Many ecological sites of International, 
European, National and local significance occur in the MD with corresponding environmental designations. The 
Tralee MD area has several watercourses that support salmonid species; extensive upland habitats; sand dunes 
and wetlands that have inherent value in themselves, and which support an array of birds and other wildlife. 
Hedgerows, treelines, High Nature Value farmland, wetlands, rivers and streams that criss-cross the MD area 
act as stepping-stones within the ecological and visual landscape. Tralee town is directly linked to Tralee Bay 
and the coast via the River Lee, the canal and associated recreational trails. Tralee bay supports a diverse range 
of marine and birdlife and is an internally important area for supporting wintering waterbirds. 
 
2.6.2 Nature Conservation Designations 
The Tralee MD LAP area contains a number of International, European, National and local sites of ecological 
interest with corresponding environmental designations. 
 
Habitats designated within and adjoining the plan area are predominately either estuarine, marine and/or 
coastal in nature or upland peatland habitats. Most notable are designations for bird species, including Tralee 
Bay Complex SPA to the west of the MD area which supports internationally significant populations of wintering 
waterbirds and the Stacks to Mullaghareirk Mountains, West Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle SPA to the east 
and northeast, which supports an internationally important population of Hen Harrier. 
 
The Tralee Bay Complex SPA overlaps with the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to Cloghane SAC. This 
SAC covers an extensive area that includes the bays of Tralee and Brandon. Other SAC designations include the 
Slieve Mish Mountains predominately designated for upland terrestrial habitats and Ballyseedy Woods on the 
outskirts of Tralee town for its wet alluvial woodland habitat. 
 
Along the coast the Akeragh, Banna and Barrow Harbour SAC is designated for priority dune habitat and other 
marine/estuarine and coastal habitats. Two Nature Reserves in Tralee Bay overlap with European Site 
designations ς Derrymore Island Nature Reserve and Tralee Bay Nature Reserve. Tralee Bay is also recognised 
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as an internationally important wetland or RAMSAR site. NHAs and pNHAs are also present in the plan area. 
 
The fixed (grey) dunes of Banna and the alluvial woodland of Ballyseedy are designated as ΨǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘǎΩΣ 
i.e. habitats which are considered to be in danger of disappearing within the EU territory. 
 
2.6.3 Waterbodies 
The plan area predominantly drains to Tralee Bay by way of groundwater and relatively small watercourses. 
The largest of these watercourses are the River Lee which rises in the Stack Mountains and flows though Tralee 
Town and the River Tyshe which passes to the north of Ardfert before discharging to Tralee Bay south of 
Ballyheigue. The north-western part of the plan area drains to the River Feale /  Cashen, which forms part of the 
Lower River Shannon SAC. The Lower Shannon SAC supports salmonid species and three species of lamprey ς 
brook, sea and river. 
 
Extensive coastal waters to the west of the MD support significant ecological resources with common dolphins, 
birds of special conservation interest and other wildlife. 
 
2.6.4 Other Areas of Biodiversity Interest 
Other areas and features of local ecological value include hedgerows, wetlands, watercourses, sand dunes, 
woodlands and high nature value farmlands. These areas provide ecological connectivity and space for nature 
ŀǘ ŀ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ΨǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ Green spaces within the 
settlements of the plan area are also of importance in this regard, including riparian corridors, Tralee town park 
and open spaces adjoining the canal, rivers and the Tralee to Fenit Greenway. Elsewhere within the plan area, 
agricultural grasslands (wet and improved) may be used by wintering waterbirds for foraging and or roosting 
purposes. 
 
2.7 Connectivity 
Overall, the Tralee MD is well connected with other areas of the County and to neighbouring counties by road, 
with Tralee as the principal Bus Éireann and Irish Rail Hub, and by air at Kerry Airport, as well as by Fenit Port. 
Sustainable transport, connectivity and accessibility are key strands of the KCDP and this is carried through into 
the Tralee MD. 
 
Kerry County Council is developing/progressing road schemes in the Tralee MD area, specifically the northern 
and western relief roads, see zoning map. The ongoing development of the Tralee Northern Relief Road from 
Forge Cross to Bracker O'Regan Road will alleviate traffic congestion in Tralee Town and improve access to Fenit 
Port. The development of the road infrastructure linking the Port at Fenit to Tralee will create an economic 
corridor which will act as a catalyst supporting the future development of the port for commercial and tourism 
business. Any additional improvements relating to national roads identified at a local level should be done so 
in consultation with and subject to the agreement of TII and be developed, subject to an appropriate evidence 
base, in accordance with the requirements of Section 2.7 of the DoECLG Spatial Planning and National Roads 
Guidelines (2012). 
 
Fenit, a deep-water port, is an important commercial asset providing a strategic transport link for the import 
and export of goods. The R558 is a strategic route linking Tralee with Fenit. KCC in conjunction with the 
Department of Transport is committed to the upgrading of this route. 
 
Numerous attractive walking and cycling routes exist in the area, such as, Tralee-Fenit Greenway, Ballyseedy 
Wood, Canal Walk, North Kerry Way, Dingle Way and Glanageenty wood. Considerable potential exists for the 
sustainable development of cycle routes, to better connect the towns and villages to the wider area. The further 
development of the North Kerry Greenway line remains a priority of the Local Authority in addition to linking 
the Tralee-Fenit Greenway with the permitted The Spa/Cockleshell Rd/Canal Blueway. 
 
KCC is further committed to improving connectivity with the construction of cycle lanes, wayfinding/green 
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linkages, safety school access and the promotion of Park and Stride Infrastructure. 
 
2.7.1 Sustainable Transport (Modal Shift) 
In order to achieve a mode shift from car use to walking and cycling by providing viable alternatives to the car, 
the Local Authority is committed to providing pedestrian and cycling facilities and infrastructure, and to require 
the provision of these facilities in future developments. 
 
This is in compliance with Objective KCDP 14-3 and seeks to encourage a modal shift away from the private car 
to more sustainable forms of transport, such as public transport, cycling and walking. 
 
An effective and multi-modal transport system in the Plan area is reliant on the successful integration with land 
use planning. The Council will facilitate improved street design in settlements which will encourage more people 
to choose to walk, cycle or use public transport, by making the experience safer and more pleasant through 
increased permeability and segregated cycle routes. It is envisaged that measures such as the implementation 
of the Tralee-Fenit greenway and the improved public realm associated with the URDF will also encourage a 
modal shift away from unnecessary car transport. 
 
A Local Transport Plan (LTP) has been prepared for Tralee. A key concern of the LTP is promoting sustainable 
travel and modal shift away from private vehicles towards active and public transport modes. Individuals choose 
their preferred transport mode by weighing the benefits and costs of each mode for their trip purpose and 
requirements. Where a private car is available, driving often has an advantage over sustainable modes of 
transport as it can provide door-to-door access to any location, whereas public transport is restricted by specific 
routes and active travel is limited by trip distance. However, policy and infrastructure interventions, such as 
enhanced permeability, segregated cycle infrastructure and improved public transport provision can ensure 
that sustainable travel becomes safer and more convenient, with shorter journey times; this would influence 
individuals' travel decisions and potentially encourage modal shift from private motor vehicles to more 
sustainable travel patterns. 
 
The Tralee Town LTP proposes a comprehensive network for active travel which will make walking and cycling 
safer and more convenient. For longer distance travel the public transport strategy proposes improvements 
which would enhance the attractiveness of using bus and rail to travel further. 
 
With the high levels of car dependency in Tralee and its environs, there are significant challenges with regard 
to promoting a modal shift away from private car usage. However, this Plan and the LTP strives to reduce the 
reliance on the private car, by promoting and facilitating more sustainable modes of transport, based on the 
principles of the 10-minute town a compact settlement and the town-centre first approach. The Council will co- 
operate closely with other relevant agencies and stakeholders, including the NTA and TII to address modal shift 
targets as above, and will also support zero emission vehicles initiatives (ZEVI). 
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3.1 Tralee 
 
3.1.1 Introduction & Context 
Tralee is the capital town and main administrative, retail, health, education, employment and service centre for 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ YŜǊǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ 
maintain the vibrancy and vitality of Tralee, from a commercial, social, cultural and environmental viewpoint. 
 
A number of key investment projects are underway including large-scale National and European investment in 
projects under the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund Project Positioning Tralee as A Regional 
Economic Driver and Destination Town, supported by the European Regional Development Fund, Tralee Town 
Centre West Masterplan and The Island of Geese regeneration project, Tralee Active Travel Projects, Fáilte 
Ireland Destination Town Programme, THRIVE, etc., and significant investment in social housing programmes, 
roads, public realm and water & waste water infrastructure. 
 
These projects, infrastructure improvements and initiatives aim to enhance the Tralee experience, increase 
footfall, enhance business and make Tralee more accessible and attractive to shoppers, visitors and investors. 
Tralee is a key economic driver for the county and a balanced approach to sustainable development will be 
applied in order to maximise ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ potential. The Kerry Technology Park and the adjoining MTU are strategic 
components to the economic growth of the County 
 
As a tourism destination town, Tralee outperforms many of its rivals in terms of accommodation supply, 
diversity of attractions and cultural attributes. Nestled between the Slieve Mish Mountain and Tralee Bay it is a 
prime location for business and events as it has the infrastructure and natural beauty that any visitor could 
appreciate. It is an ambition of this Plan to strengthen the relationship of Tralee Town as central to the Tralee 
Bay Area on the Wild Atlantic Way, the blue flag beaches to the west and north and the long-distance walking 
routes and emerging greenways that converge in Tralee. Along with other centres in the County, Tralee will also 
seek to enhance its reputation as a conference location and the Plan supports the development of these types 
of facilities. 
 
3.1.1.1 Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES), Key Town ς Tralee 
¢ǊŀƭŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ΨYŜȅ ¢ƻǿƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ w{9{Σ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
driver on the strategic road network and Atlantic Economic Corridor, and a key settlement in the Kerry Hub 
Knowledge Triangle with Killarney and Killorglin. 
 
It is a main tenet of the KCDP and an overarching aim of this plan to prioritise the sustainable development of 
Tralee in line with the RSES, with RPO 15 outlining policies for Tralee. 
 
3.1.1.2 Vision and Strategy 
 

 
¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ pathway to transition and regeneration will enhance its competitiveness in attracting new residents, 
visitors, employment opportunities, and national/international investment. 
 
This will be achieved through increased high-quality employment spaces, residential opportunities and the 
development of an excellent quality environment, by means of strategic investment in office development, 
public realm improvements, leisure and amenity areas and strengthening ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ infrastructure, sense of place 
and identity. 
 

The long-term vision for Tralee is to enhance its position as a regional economic driver and a Destination 

Town that is competitive nationally and internationally in attracting investment, talent, enterprise, 

residents and visitors. 



Tralee Municipal District 

28 

 

 

The appropriate regeneration of areas in the town and other buildings and improvements to connectivity, public 
realm and amenities will create a more viable and visually attractive town. 

In order to strengthen the town and economy the following is required: 
1. Build a strong, competitive economy 
2. Promote healthy communities 
3. Require good design 
4. Promote sustainable movement & permeability 
5. Deliver a wide choice of high quality homes 
6. Support high quality communications infrastructure 
7. Meet the challenges of climate change and severe weather events 
8. Conserve and enhance the natural & historic environment 

Tralee should develop in an economically and environmentally sustainable manner aligned with the National 
Climate Action Plan 2024 ό/!tύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ΨDǊŜŜƴ 
5ŜŀƭΩΦ 
 
This Plan supports the policies and projects contained in the URDF grant for Tralee entitled; ΨPositioning Tralee 
as a Regional Economic Driver and Destination townΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΥ 

¶ Plan for Sustainable Growth 
¶ Create a sense of place through the delivery of an attractive, cohesive and sustainable urban 

destination based around the 10-minute town concept 

¶ Conserve and animate ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ Rich Heritage 

¶ Tralee Ψ5Ŝǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴΩκ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ Town 
 

Key Town - Strategic Objectives 

Objective No.
  

It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-1 Ensure that Tralee, as the County town and the principal designated Key Town in the RSES, 
is a driver of county and regional prosperity by harnessing its strategic location and position 
on the Atlantic Corridor; its strong urban structure, existing tourism, retail, service and 
accommodation base; and other competitive advantages, in accordance with RSES RPO 11, 
RPO 15 and RPO 176. 

KCDP TR-2 Sustainably strengthen the role of Tralee as a self-sustaining regional economic driver, key 
settlement in the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle and on the Atlantic Economic Corridor and 
build on inherent strengths as an administrative capital, centre of skills and education, 
innovation, enterprise growth, culture and tourism which is accessible to regional airports, 
ports, rail and strategic road network assets. 

KCDP TR-3 {ŜŜƪ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
infrastructures subject to the outcome of the planning process and environmental 
assessments, including key inter-regional connectivity (transport networks and digital) on 
the strategic road network to the Cork and Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Areas, the 
Atlantic Economic Corridor and the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle. 

KCDP TR-4 Support the strategic vision and implementation of the projects outlined in the URDF 
submission άtƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ Tralee as a Regional Economic Driver and Destination ¢ƻǿƴέΦ 
 

KCDP TR-5 tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŀǎ άƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊ ǊŜŀŘȅέ ōƻǘƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
competitive centre. Ensure it remains a driver of county and regional prosperity by 
harnessing its strategic location and its proximity to the Atlantic Economic Corridor; its 
strong urban structure, expanding tourism retail, service and accommodation base; and 
other competitive advantages 
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KCDP TR-6 
Transform Tralee into an exemplar University Town and centre of excellence for 3rd level 

education for creating, attracting and retaining talent. 
KCDP TR-7 Establish Tralee as a Ψ5Ŝǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴΩΣ maximising the opportunity for Tralee as the centre 

of the Tralee Bay Area, on the Wild Atlantic Way, as a Gateway to The Dingle Peninsula, long 
distance walking routes and Greenways. 

KCDP TR-8 
 

{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΣ work, 

study and visit with the continuation of transformative urban regeneration and public realm 

spaces. 
KCDP TR-9 Develop Tralee as an innovative, climate resilient, environmentally sustainable, low carbon 

town consistent with the National Climate Action Plan 2024, European Commission policy 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ΨDǊŜŜƴ 5ŜŀƭΩ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

KCDP TR-10 Improve inclusivity, accessibility, permeability, and connectivity throughout Tralee town 
and where appropriate to adjoining amenities for alternative and more sustainable modes 
of transport, including cycling and walking. 

KCDP TR-11 Plan for the future growth of Tralee and facilitate the sustainable regeneration and renewal 
of vacant / derelict sites within the town. 
 

KCDP TR-12 Promote the conservation and adaptive reuse of our vacant built heritage stock and drive 
the regeneration of the town through the Town Centre First Heritage Revival (THRIVE) 
scheme for the period 2021-2027. 

 

3.1.2 Development of Tralee Town 
The future development of Tralee and its renewal will focus on the development of higher-density 
neighbourhoods, co-working opportunities, smarter use of information technologies and patterns of mixed land 
use which can help reduce the need to travel by car and the development of a circular economy. There must be 
a reduction of the dependence on and use of vehicular traffic in Tralee, an increase in alternative modes of 
transport and a renewed focus on the development of infill and brownfield sites. 
 
The improvement of the public realm and its focus on strengthening pedestrian and cycling links into, through 
and further linkages to the wider cycle network is key to the future sustainability of alternative transport modes. 
Creating an attractive town core with a high-quality environment and amenity offering will enhance the 
attractiveness of the town as a residential and business base. 
 
3.1.2.1 Tralee Town Regeneration & Compact Growth 
The economic and social role of Tralee has been determined by its position as the main urban centre in County 
Kerry. The modern town centre is the retail, commercial and administrative core of the town and also contains 
ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ 
centre also links adjacent areas which are geographically connected or have a direct impact on the town centre 
both in terms of historical development and functional inter-relationships. The health of the town centre often 
symbolises the health of the town itself. It is therefore critical to maintain the vibrancy and vitality of the town 
centre, from a commercial, social and environmental viewpoint. 
 
The town centre has demonstrated its resilience to change; be it the challenge from increased car ownership, 
or out of town shopping centres. The recent surge in online retail has also led to a fundamental review of what 
town centres should become. There are several options to consider: 

¶ Consolidation; main streets and town centres may have to consolidate their offers to a smaller spatial 
footprint. 

¶ Experiential Shopping; increasing independent retailing as a (primarily) leisure activity may be better 
suited to certain locations with higher tourism footfall. 

¶ Try and Buy; retail premises to see, touch and test products and then to order them in store, online, for 
home delivery ς retail units would not hold stock. 

¶ Conversion; converting retail and other town centre units to non-retail uses. 
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¶ Demolition and Housing; residential development and applications are emerging as locations for new 
homes. 

¶ Urban Parks; opportunities with redundant sites to make towns greener, cleaner and to support greater 
wellbeing. 

¶ Flexible Spaces; curation of civic spaces, capable of hosting seasonal activities and events. 
 
The Local Authority will facilitate the regeneration of Tralee as a regional economic driver through promotion 
of high-quality employment spaces, residential opportunities, excellent quality environment, public realm, 
leisure and amenity areas. The Local Authority aims to meet its regional growth targets as identified in the RSES 
in a consolidated urban form with the development of the Island of Geese and the development of brownfield 
infill sites such as those to be contained in a future land use plan for the John Joe Sheehy Road (Tralee Town 
centre east) area and by planning for the renewal of strong links to the coast (via Tralee shipping canal), and 
through the redevelopment of the town square as an all-weather town centre location. 
 
This Plan has identified a number of areas of Tralee Town Centre that have the potential for regeneration. There 
are many opportunities and national schemes, in place and emerging, to address decay and dereliction and 
make town centres attractive and desirable places to visit and live. 
 
There is significant potential for increasing the population of the town core through the reuse of vacant and 
derelict properties and through maximising the use of upper floors in town centre properties. This Plan supports 
the development of residential properties in Tralee Town Centre both for social and private housing 
developments, for families and individuals and for student residential developments. 
 
KCC has been successful in securing funds under the Urban Regeneration Development Fund (URDF) 2020. This 
funding goes towards key town centre projects that will enable the town to achieve its overall aim of becoming 
a Key Regional Economic Driver and Ψ5Ŝǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴΩΦ KCC has been successful in securing in excess of ϵмрƳ 
for Ψ5Ŝǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴΩ Tralee under the URDF 2020. Match funding has also been provided by the Council which 
brings the total funding amount to over ϵнмΦн million. This funding goes towards the regeneration of key town 
centre areas (some of which have been completed) including the Market Quarter, Town Centre Phase 3 (which 
includes linkages between Island of Geese site and Tralee Town Centre), John Joe Sheehy (Tralee Town Centre 
East) Masterplan and the Railway and Austin Stack Plazas. These key projects will enable the town to achieve 
its overall aims of reducing vacancy, tackling dereliction, increasing community space, improving permeability, 
encouraging modal shift, and building upon its potential as a Regional Economic Driver. 
 
In order to deliver the vision for Tralee as a vibrant town, this Plan places a strong focus on town centre 
development, placemaking, retail and urban regeneration opportunities and public realm enhancements. In 
particular, this Plan identifies a number of sites that present opportunities for urban renewal and regeneration. 
These designated areas benefit from a reduction in development contributions as outlined in the development 
contributions Scheme 2017. 
 
The Council will facilitate the sustainable redevelopment of back land, infill, vacant and derelict sites throughout 
the town. It will encourage the construction of well-designed apartments/residential units, subject to achieving 
a high quality of living accommodation and provision of amenity space for residents. Amenity space/public 
realm will use a co-benefits approach to include for the protection, enhancement and creation of biodiversity 
including nature-based solutions for management of water run-off, actions from the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 
and where compatible with the ǘƻǿƴΩǎ architectural heritage, installing swift nest boxes. 
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Figure 3.1: Island of Geese facing Tralee Town 
Centre 

In addition to identifying regeneration sites and 
opportunity sites in the Plan and providing a significant 
incentive through development contributions 
reductions; KCC has been very pro- active in developing 
and advancing a number of projects and plans for Tralee. 
These are outlined below: 
ω Position Tralee as a Regional Economic 

Driver and Destination Town 
ω Tralee Public Realm Strategy 
ω Regeneration Neighbourhoods 
ω The Island of Geese 
ω aƛǘŎƘŜƭΩǎ Regeneration 

¢ƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
of the town centre by the development of a well-connected, high-quality network of streets and spaces for all users, 
through the animation of its heritage and the development of strong linkages to the surrounding coastal landscape. 
 
Fundamental to the creation of a new identity and regeneration of Tralee Town Centre is the requirement to improve 
the condition of its public realm ς its streets, footpaths, cycleways and laneways. The Local Authority is addressing 
this issue in a coordinated, integrated and comprehensive manner. 
 
This Plan places public realm improvements at the centre of Tralee Town Centre Regeneration. The Local Authority 
has identified a series of proposed regeneration objectives that combine to contribute to one large re-imagined vision 
for the town, while creating the circumstances for new activities, businesses, life and experiences to emerge. 
Significant investment has been allocated and substantial works have already taken place in Tralee including Phases 
I and II, works completed to date are outlined below. 
 
3.1.3 Public Realm Improvements 
The completed public realm enhancement works (phases 1 & 2) in Tralee Town Centre to date have focused on 
άŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ŎƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
permeability of the town centre. 
 
Phase 3 & 4 of the Public Realm upgrade proposes to άŜȄǇŀƴŘέ the enhanced public realm to the East and West of the 
retail core of the town centre. This will serve to support the drive to re-energise this essential retail area but it will 
also provide an improved pedestrian experience when approaching the town from the east. 
 
By engaging an integrated approach to making the town centre more accessible to visitors through a variety of 
methods, (including improved signage, public realm and by highlighting key buildings, parks and open spaces) it is 
hoped the deep historical and cultural identity of the town centre will emerge and the town will become more 
appealing as a place to live in, work in and visit and once complete will provide an enhanced urban streetscape in 
which events, activities and spontaneous opportunities can happen. 
 
In conjunction with public realm ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ Y//Ωǎ objective to create a continuous pedestrian and 
cycling amenity path (circa 20km long) which links the Tralee ς Fenit Greenway, Tralee Bay Blueway (Canal ς The Spa) 
amenity path , Tralee Smarter Travel cycle path network and the Tralee - Ballyseedy Woods riverside path. 
 
Phase 3 which is due to commence construction in 2025 will involve upgrading the footpaths, pavements and public 
realm at New Road, Island of Geese Road, Bridge Place, Gas Terrace, Bill Booley Lane, Bridge Lane and Lower Rock 
Street. This will complete the enhancement public realm and pedestrian priority link between the Town core to the 
Island of Geese site. 
 
Phase 4 of the Public Realm upgrade/ Greenway Link proposes to link the canal section to the Tralee ς Fenit Greenway 
via the Town Park, town centre and Casement Train Station and complete those missing sections in the town centre. 



Tralee Municipal District 

32 

 

 

The link will complement the proposed enhanced public realm, the Tralee Wayfinding Plan and the Heritage Trail 
while also providing increased permeability to the town centre for commuters, and tourists arriving into Tralee Town 
Centre who prefer to use the train, cycle or walk. 
 
Phase 4 will also see the enhancement and development of the 'Market Quarter' (Barrack Lane, Milk Market Lane, 
Market Place and Church Street), Castle Street Lower, Edward Street and Tralee Casement Station. 
 
The design of Phase 4 will incorporate the outcomes of the Tralee LTP and Safe Routes to School proposals where 
appropriate. The incorporation of Active Travel linkages between the pedestrian priority town core and the public 
transportation system and Tralee Fenit Greenway will be a key design element of Phase 4. 
 

 

Figure 3.2: Public Realm Enhancement Works 

 
3.1.3.1 Tralee Town Square 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.3: Tralee Town Square 

The Square facilitates everyday commuters, shoppers 
and visitors as well as events, gatherings, markets, stalls 
and festivals. The Local Authority will facilitate a 
transformative intervention in the Town Square which 
will serve to upgrade the historical town centre in 
conjunction with the new urban linear park in the Island 
of Geese. 
 
Under the URDF Tralee Regeneration Project the Town 
Square is the subject of a Design Concept Study to 
examine the potential of the square to be a vibrant civic 
space with the examination of an appropriate level of 
cover to allow it to function as an event space throughout 
the year. The cover options may be demountable or 
permanent in nature and will be positioned in the most 
optimum location in the square for events. 
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Under the URDF Tralee Regeneration Project the Town Square is the subject of a Design Concept Study to 
examine the potential of the square to be a vibrant civic space with the examination of an appropriate level of 
cover to allow it to function as an event space throughout the year. The cover options may be demountable or 
permanent in nature and will be positioned in the most optimum location in the square for events. 
 
The outcome of the study will form the basis of further design work and a planning process with a view to 
securing potential future funding for the regeneration of this key civic space. 
 
3.1.3.2 Market Quarter 
Market Quarter regeneration involves the re-imagining of circa 3.6ha of town centre commercial and residential 
property. The area is defined largely by narrow laneways and streets. The removal and realignment of vehicular 
traffic together with public realm investment will help realise the potential of the area and build on recent small 
locally based and KCC supported community streetscape improvement initiatives. KCC proposes to create a new 
urban dynamic in the area, which maximises the potential of its character. By expanding the upgraded high- 
quality finish of the public realm, pedestrianising the lanes and creating a new plaza, KCC will promote the 
vǳŀǊǘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ άŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜέ ŀƴŘ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭέ ƘƻǘǎǇƻǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ϧ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƛǘǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ 
home to many independent retailers and businesses. 

Figure 3.4: Indicative Proposals for Market Quarter 
 
3.1.3.3 Casement Plaza 
KCC proposes a landmark re-invention of space on the southern aspect of the Casement Train & Bus Station, 
working in collaboration with Irish Rail and Bus Éireann, thereby encouraging more users to arrive / depart by 
public transport to and from Tralee Town Centre via this Transport and Tourism Hub. The development of this 
transformative proposal will be incorporated into the John-Joe Sheehy Road (Tralee Town Centre East) 
Masterplan. 
 
KCC has identified the significance of this Transport Hub to the sustainable growth of Tralee and Kerry as a 
whole. With the inevitable shift to alternative modes of transport, this Transport Hub will be a transformative 
gateway for the town and the County. 
 
Many transport hubs such as Casement Station are hives of activity, places to co-locate tourist attractions - 
places to meet, places to greet. Kerry County Council has identified an opportunity to transform the train station 
foreground to be a focal point for this and much more with relocation of the carpark and creation of a new high-
quality plaza.
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Figure 3.5: Casement Plaza & Greenway 

The future will see it potentially become the major 
Greenway Hub of the South-West where the 
proposed South Kerry, Killarney and Dingle 
Greenways will eventually join the Fenit and North 
Kerry Greenways. It is also envisaged that this plaza 
will be connected to the MTU North Campus via the 
Big River Greenway. 
 
Kerry County Council has been developing the 
proposal with Irish rail and Bus Éireann in recent 
years and together have gained the support of 
Fáilte Ireland in the development of Casement 
Train Station as a key Gateway to Tralee as part of 
Destination Town Tralee 
 
 

The listed projects and initiatives aim to enhance the Tralee experience, increase footfall, business and open up 
Tralee, making it more accessible and attractive to shoppers, residents, visitors and investors. 
 

Tralee Town Centre and Public Realm Objectives 

Objective No.
  

It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-13 
 

Sustainably plan for and prioritise the regeneration of Tralee Town Centre as a compact 
town for residential, employment and services that are accessible by sustainable modes of 
transport including walking, cycling and public transport. 

KCDP TR-14 
 

Ensure the completion of the projects contained in the Tralee Regeneration Actions as 
funded through the URDF Application 2020 and any subsequent plan or funding stream. 
 

KCDP TR-15 
 
 

Facilitate and support the sustainable redevelopment of the Market Quarter. 
 

KCDP TR-16 
 

Facilitate the enhancement of Tralee Town Square and improve pedestrian linkages and 
wayfinding signage. 

KCDP TR-17 
 

Facilitate and support the management and promotion of Tralee Town Square as a civic 
space and as a focal point for events and activities. 

 
3.1.3.4 Accessibility, Mobility  & Car Parking 
The recent public realm improvements within the town have made it more accessible for pedestrians, residents, 
shoppers, workers and tourists. However more needs to be done to provide people with a viable alternative 
mode of transport than the private car. 
 
The provision of adequate car parking throughout the town is essential for the proper functioning of the town 
centre and access to services. However, the provision of car parking in the town centre needs to be balanced 
against obligations to reduce overall car dependency and reduce CO2 emissions in order to achieve Climate 
change targets. Key Challenges to be addressed in this strategy include promoting town centre regeneration 
and a model shift in transport whilst meeting business needs, making Tralee Town Centre more accessible, 
meeting targets for electric vehicle charging points and improving parking infrastructure for key Tourism 
sites/routes. It is considered that there is sufficient car parking within the town, both on street and car parks, 
located within close proximity of the town centre. As can be seen on Figure 3.6 below there are currently almost 
2,700 spaces available. 
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Figure 3.6: Accessibility & Car Parking 

 
3.1.4 Masterplan Areas 
The Council is committed to the preparation of Masterplans for those redevelopment sites within the town 
which are more complex in terms of unlocking their development potential. In some instances this complexity 
could relate to multiple ownership or servicing constraints. All of the sites are strategically located and would 
assist in the regeneration of Tralee Town. These large sites are suitable for a mix of uses. The three masterplan 
sites are set out in more detail below. 
 
These are as follows: 

¶ Island of Geese (existing) 

¶ Mitchels Regeneration Masterplan (existing) 

 
3.1.4.1 The Island of Geese 
The Island of Geese project represents a significant transformation to the town centre of Tralee and is co-funded 
by the ERDF (through the ROP 2014 ς 2020, Designated Urban Centre Grant Scheme) and KCC. The area has 
undergone a ϵоƳ transformation from the derelict old Denny Bacon factory site to an architecturally designed 
urban linear public realm space. 
 
KCC is actively encouraging the development of the site as a contemporary, attractive and innovative urban 
district with planning approved for a high-end Grade A quality office accommodation building appropriate to 
the vision for the regeneration of Tralee Town Centre. Opportunities are being sought for the sustainable 
development of the area which are aligned with the Masterplan and will meet the needs of Tralee Town Centre. 
Currently the Masterplan site has planning permission for a 4-storey office building on a 0.11 hectare site. The 
south-eastern portion of the site will be occupied by the courts service with housing and community facilities 
proposed for the western portion of the site. Figure 3.8 below indicates the proposed/approved land uses for 
the overall site. To date, work has been completed on the Linear Park Public Realm Space which includes an 
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outdoor performance area. Work has also commenced on the housing development which will front onto Matt 
Talbot Road. 
 

Figure 3.7: Island of Geese Linear Park Public Realm Space 
 
The Court Services intend to develop a courts complex on this site. The Court Services have confirmed their 
intention to upkeep and maintain the current Courthouse in Ashe Street and work with the Local Authority in 
any future regeneration project of the existing building. 
 

 
Figure 3.8: Proposed land Uses for Island of Geese 

 

Island of Geese Objectives 

Objective No.
  

It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-18 
 

Facilitate and support the continued redevelopment of the Island of Geese having regard 
to the Tralee Town Centre West Masterplan. 
 

: 
0.03 Ha 
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KCDP TR-19 
 

Facilitate and support a market and casual trading area. 

KCDP TR-20 
 
 

Encourage the revitalisation of the area including creating (improved) linkages with the 
town centre including Bill Booley Lane. 
 

 

3.1.4.2 aƛǘŎƘŜƭΩǎ Regeneration 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ϵпрƳ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 
to define a standard for best practice in regeneration. The multi-agency approach to dealing with the challenges 
in the area with Local Government, Health Service Executive, Kerry ETB, the Gardai, the Local Development 
Sector acting in partnership with the local community has enabled resolutions to be found of many of long- 
standing issues which have impacted negatively on the community. 
 
To date the Regeneration Project has delivered a suite of community, social and residential property solutions, 
through new build, refurbishment and energy upgrades. The refurbishment of Moyderwell Convent as a Day 
Care Centre, with an accompanying sheltered housing complex of 56 apartments has ensured a long-term 
sustainable use of this historic protected structure. The development of Áras an Phobal provides a community 
and service resource for the wider population and has helped in transforming the image of the area. Social and 
voluntary housing projects have delivered high quality residential solutions in an urban environment. Energy 
upgrades and a sustainable wood chip district heating system have significantly impacted on fuel poverty in the 
area. Public realm improvements, the provision of allotments, skills development and promotion of the heritage 
and history of the area have all enhanced community solidarity and engagement. 
 
The Masterplan for the Regeneration Area includes the following major elements: 

¶ Secondary Gaelscoil 600 pupils (opened April 2023) 

¶ Ballymullen to Clash Inner Relief Road (phase 1 completed) 

¶ Voluntary Housing Projects (Clúid Project under construction) 

¶ Community & Enterprise Building 

¶ Sporting facilities (Boxing Club-permission granted & funding approved) 
¶ Public Realm upgrades (ongoing) 

¶ Parks & Open Space enhancement 
 

 
Figure 3.9: View of Housing within aƛǘŎƘŜƭΩǎ Regeneration 

 
The Masterplan will continue to be updated in consultation with the local community and its implementation 
and delivery will be supported by this Plan. 
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Figure 3.10: aƛǘŎƘŜƭΩǎ Regeneration Masterplan 

 
A positive development for this project was the recent announcement of over one million euro of funding under 
the Community Recognition Fund 2023 for the boxing club. 
 

aƛǘŎƘŜƭΩǎ Regeneration Objective 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-21 Progress aƛǘŎƘŜƭΩǎ Regeneration Project and develop and apply the approaches used in this 
process to other areas in need of regeneration. 

 
3.1.4.3 Tralee Town Centre East (John Joe Sheehy Road-Boherbue) 
The aim of this redevelopment is to facilitate the regeneration and development of the area in a co-ordinated 
manner to provide a new residential urban quarter that prioritises walking, cycling and permeability between 
Boherbue, the Listowel Road and Tralee Town Centre maximising the existing public transport hub, Tralee to 
Fenit Greenway and new civic spaces. 
 
The Council secured URDF Funding in 2020 to undertake a land use plan. The area is one of the important core 
areas of the town. It has a mix of residential, recreational, transport and commercial uses as well as a number 
of backland areas/sites, vacant sites and former industrial/transportation lands. This area contains the towns 
major transport hub with the train and bus station located at its western end. In addition, the area will also 
function as a major greenway hub which currently connects to the Tralee - Fenit Greenway and it is proposed 
to connect to the future Big River - MTU Greenway. 
 
John Joe Sheehy Road also forms a link corridor between two important gateway vistas to the Town including 
Casement Station /  Listowel Road and at its junction with Boherbue/Austin Stack Roundabout. Both areas have 
been identified in this Plan as areas earmarked for public realm improvements to enable these areas to function 
as new civic spaces. 
 
As previously highlighted in this Plan (See Figure 3.5) the Casement Plaza project forms part of the John Joe 
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Sheehy Road area and is a critical element of the land use plan to open up the visibility, accessibility and 
permeability to the towns key transport hub. 
 
To maximise the potential of these undeveloped and brownfield lands surrounding this major public transport 
and cycling hub coupled with the planned two civic spaces it is essential that a detailed land use plan is prepared 
and implemented. 
 
These lands collectively therefore offer a significant opportunity for regeneration and residential development 
in this edge of centre location. The area along the southern side of John Joe Sheehy Road includes some vacant, 
derelict buildings and sizable linear lands to the rear and side of properties which, if combined, offer significant 
potential for development that harness its prime location in the town. Similarly, state-owned CIE lands offer 
significant residential development opportunities north of the road, adjacent to a major transport hub. There 
is also potential to create further linkages to the MTU North and South Campuses, Tralee Sports & Leisure 
complex and the Tralee to Fenit Greenway. 
 
The fragmented pattern of landownership in these areas, however, makes the co-ordinated development of 
these areas challenging. Site accumulation and co-ordinated development is vital to avoid a haphazard 
approach to development. The Council seeks to maximise the potential of these undeveloped and brownfield 
lands surrounding this major public transport and cycling hub coupled with the planned two civic spaces. The 
proposed land use plan shall take cognisance of this edge of centre location, the existing public transport hub, 
planned cycleways and new civic spaces to provide a planning framework to enable a new sustainable 
residential urban quarter that prioritises walking, cycling and permeability to surrounding areas. 
 
The Council will facilitate the reuse and refurbishment of any vacant and underutilised properties/sites. The 
refurbishment of the façades shall be carried out in a manner that reflects the traditional vernacular 
streetscape. The Council will take a flexible approach to development management standards and guidelines 
for any proposal within this area. In addition, a reduction in development contributions shall apply to these 
sites in accordance with Kerry County Council Development Contributions Scheme 2017. 
 

Tralee Town Centre East Objective 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-22 Prepare a land use plan for Tralee Town Centre East in co-ordination with stakeholders to 
guide and facilitate the regeneration of the public realm and the development of a new 
residential urban quarter that prioritises walking, cycling, public transport use and 
improved permeability. 

 
3.1.5 Urban Development Zones & Priority Area Plans 
Large undeveloped land assets and/or large areas of land zoned but in multiple ownerships can benefit from 
the preparation and adoption of a planning framework to maximise the development of these areas. This can 
be achieved through a number of ways, preparation of an Urban Development Zone (UDZ) or a Priority Area 
Plan (PAP). The benefits of utilising overall planning frameworks significantly outweigh the previous forms of 
piecemeal development which have resulted in a lack of permeability between adjoining developments. 
Development of an overall coherent framework enables permeability, active travel and the maximisation of 
community facilities. 

3.1.5.1 Urban Development Zones (UDZ) 
It is considered that the development of a UDZ in Tralee would be of significant economic benefit to the town. 
Should the Minister request the designation of a UDZ, it is the intention of KCC to support and facilitate such a 
designation in Tralee. 
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Housing for All ς a New Housing Plan for Ireland sets out that UDZ arrangements would provide for post- 
designation fast-track planning in accordance with an approved scheme. It is intended that the UDZ designation 
will be applicable to large-scale areas in single or multiple land ownership. The introduction of UDZ which will 
empower local authorities to designate areas with significant potential for development, including housing, as 
Candidate Urban Development Zones and for the Government to designate such areas as Urban Development 
Zones. These areas will be a focus of State investment in key enabling infrastructure in order to ensure the 
potential for development can be realised in a timely manner. 
 
3.1.5.2 Priority Area Plans (PAP) 
A Priority Area Plan is prepared for a part of a settlement which is identified in the Development Plan. They are 
prepared for a part of a settlement that has the capacity to deliver significant housing or other development or 
that have a particular need for a bespoke plan for regeneration and renewal. 
 

Urban Development Zone/Priority Area Plans Objective 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-23 Support the designation/development of an Urban Development Zone, a Priority Area Plan, 
Masterplan or other appropriate land use plan in Tralee at suitable locations. See zoning 
map. 

 
3.1.6 Regeneration Neighbourhoods 
A number of town centre streets have been identified containing vacant properties that can be brought back 
into use as new homes/commercial/social activity. The renovation and re-use of these properties will 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ with improvements to adjoining shopfronts. 
 
These regeneration neighbourhoods are identified on Figure 3.11. These areas include the following: 
ω Boherbue 

ω Part of Strand Street 
ω Denny Street 
ω Castle Street 
ω Moyderwell 
ω Pembroke Street 
ω Corner of Rock Street /  North Circular Road 
ω Part of Boherbue (including No. 1-7 Clounalour Cottages) 
ω No. 10-14 Quill Street 
ω James Street 
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Figure 3.11: Regeneration Neighbourhoods 

 
The Council will facilitate the reuse and refurbishment of these vacant and underutilised properties/sites. The 
refurbishment of the façades shall be carried out in a manner that reflects the traditional vernacular 
streetscape. The Council will take a flexible approach to development management standards and guidelines 
for any proposal within this area. In addition, a reduction in development contributions shall apply to these 
sites in accordance with Kerry County Council Development Contributions Scheme 2017. 
 

Regeneration Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-24 Encourage the development and renewal of designated regeneration neighbourhoods. 

KCDP TR-25 

 

Encourage the development and renewal of vacant and underutilized sites/buildings in the 
town centre area and regeneration neighbourhoods. 

KCDP TR-26 

 

Promote the Town Centre First Approach as a mechanism to regenerate and sustain the 
urban core area. 

 
3.1.7 Active Land Management 
One of the KCDP is to facilitate the sustainable growth of the towns by promoting consolidation and compact 
development in an attractive setting that provides a suitable mix of housing with supporting amenities. 
 
 
F
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Figure 3.12: Regeneration, Strategic & Opportunity Sites Tralee
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3.1.7.1 Sustainable Residential Development 
There are a number of large greenfield sites within Tralee that are in close proximity to the town centre. It is 
essential that these sites are developed in a coordinated manner to provide new residential and 
community/social uses which prioritise walking, cycling and permeability between area and the Town centre 
maximising the existing and proposed routes, planned cycleways and new civic/amenity spaces. 
 
Future residential development in these urban areas should share a common goal to create high quality places 
which: 
ω Prioritise walking, cycling and (ease of access to) public transport, and minimise the need to use cars 

(promoting active travel). 
ω Deliver a quality-of-life which residents and visitors are entitled to expect, in terms of amenity, 

safety and convenience. 
ω Provide a good range of community and support facilities, which are easily accessible. 
ω Present an attractive, well-maintained appearance, with a distinct sense of place and a quality 

public realm. 
ω Improved neighbourhood permeability with ease of access for all. 
ω Promote the efficient use of land and of energy and minimise greenhouse gas emissions. 
ω Provide a mix of land uses to minimise transport demand. 
ω Promote social integration and provide accommodation mix for a diverse range of household. 
ω Enhance and protect the green infrastructure, ecological corridors and biodiversity. 

 

Housing Objective 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-27 Facilitate the development of 2,087 residential units within Tralee Town boundary in       
accordance with the Core Strategy (Table 3.7) housing target for Tralee town in the Kerry 
County Development Plan 2022-2028. 

 
3.1.7.2 Design Briefs 
Design Briefs have been prepared for undeveloped greenfield sites (both privately and publicly owned) within 
the town. These Design Briefs seek to provide a development framework for the sustainable, phased and 
integrated development of these residential and mixed-use zoned lands. These design briefs are intended to be 
used as a tool to demonstrate the development potential of the site, but it is acknowledged that the design of 
any development proposal may evolve as part of the detailed design process due to the identification of 
potential site constraints. 
 
The Design Briefs include main circulation routes for both vehicular and pedestrian movement. They also 
include increased permeability into existing residential areas and the shared use of open space and other 
recreational facilities. Existing hedgerows and trees are to be retained and incorporated into the layout. 
 
Further details and principles of Design Briefs are included in Appendix D for sites at Clash West. 
 
Each of the Design Briefs set out potential yields in relation to residential development based on the Settlement 
Capacity Audit and residential density guidelines. 
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Figure 3.13: Newly Constructed Units in Lohercannon 

 
3.1.7.3 Derelict and Vacant Properties 
The redevelopment of designated infill and brownfield sites in the town centre and the tackling of dereliction 
in the area is key to continued compact growth of the town, in accordance with the NPF and the RSES, creating 
more sustainable communities within the town. The refurbishment and re-use of the historic buildings to apply 
best practice in energy efficiency will also contribute to reducing carbon emissions and contribute to the 
creation of new sustainable communities. 
 
A number of derelict and/or vacant properties have been identified in the town. These sites are being dealt 
with by the Council under the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act 1990. The council will engage with property 
owners to bring them back into use. Failure of a property owner to engage with the Council will result in the 
provisions of the act being relied upon. 
 
Derelict and vacant properties should be sympathetically renovated in keeping with the character of the area 
and should be finished in suitable materials. The Local Authority encourages the redevelopment of derelict sites 
throughout the town. In 2022 Kerry County Council established a Vacant Homes Office, supported by the 
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. The Vacant Homes Offices is tasked with tackling 
vacancy across the County. The office collects data and manages and implements the scheme available to re- 
activate vacant and derelict properties, namely the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant and the Repair and 
Lease Scheme. Since the introduction of the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant, to date approximately 50 
properties have been successful and approved for the grant. Therefore, within the year, these properties will 
have been brought back into use after a period of vacancy of 2 years or more. It is envisaged that vacancy in 
the town will continue to reduce with such schemes and with the proposed Activation Programme. The 
Activation Programme is whereby long-term vacant and derelict properties are identified and acquired by the 
Local Authority. The purpose of the programme is to re-activate the property and essentially bring it back into 

Design Brief/Residential Development Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-28 Facilitate the development of new residential urban quarters which prioritise walking, 
cycling and improved permeability with high quality green open space, public amenities and 
educational uses. 

KCDP TR-29 Facilitate the development of Design Briefs for the sites identified in the Plan to ensure their 
development in a cohesive and integrated manner, in full compliance with national 
guidelines and standards. 

KCDP TR-30 Ensure any new residential proposals (in Lohercannon) are sited an appropriate distance 
from the existing wastewater treatment facility. 
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use. The property can be brought into use by the Local Authority or can be sold on the open market. 
 
A third round of URDF support was announced in January 2023 and is specifically designed to address long term 
vacancy and dereliction in cities & towns and to accelerate the provision of residential accommodation. The 
Vacant Homes Office is actively engaged with the Tralee URDF team to identify vacant and derelict properties 
for inclusion under the URDF funding stream in an effort to bring these properties out of dereliction and back 
into productive use. To date, a number of properties have been identified for consideration, this process is 
under constant review. 
 
3.1.7.4 /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ aŀƧƻǊ !ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ IŀȊŀǊŘǎ ό{ŜǾŜǎƻύ  
Control of Major Accident Hazards (Seveso) Directive 2012/18/EU (Seveso III) was transposed into Irish 
legislation through S.I. No. 209 of 2015 Chemicals Act (Control of Major Accident Hazards Involving Dangerous 
Substances) Regulations 2015. The purpose of the COMAH Regulations is to prevent major accidents involving 
dangerous substances, while also limiting as far as possible the effects of such accidents on human health and 
the environment.  
 
A requirement of the COMAH Regulations is that the Health and Safety Authority shall advise the relevant 
planning authority of a consultation distance for a Seveso III establishment. 
 
The Directive provides that appropriate consultation distances must be put in place to ensure that before 
decisions are taken, technical advice is available to planning authorities in respect of relevant establishments.  
 
There are two categories of major accident establishments, upper tier and lower tier. There is currently one site 
located within the Tralee MD, and it is a lower tier site. The establishment site is located at Clash industrial 
estate, Tralee.  
 
The Health and Safety Authority provides advice where appropriate, in respect of planning applications within 
a certain distance of the perimeter of these sites. A consultation distance of 400m has been set for this 
establishment. Such technical advice will be taken into account when considering applications for planning 
permission, on and within the vicinity of Seveso sites.  
 

Control of Major Accident Hazards (Seveso) Objective 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-31 Developments within the vicinity of sites identified under the Control of Major Accident 
Hazards Directive will be assessed having regard to technical guidance provided by the 
health and safety authority.  

 
3.1.7.5 Opportunity Sites 
There are a number of large brownfield sites within the town, the development of which is of prime importance 
to the economic regeneration and urban fabric enhancement of the town. The regeneration of The Island of 
Geese Site to date and its further future development shows the importance of town centre renewal. 
 
A number of large opportunity sites have been identified and designated in this plan. These sites include, 
Balloonagh Convent, lands adjacent to Dan Spring Road, lands adjacent to Ballymullen Roundabout and lands 
adjacent to Clash Road. This broad selection of land provides greater choice for potential developers/ investors. 
In addition to the conventional zoning of land for employment uses, opportunities for the provision of mixed 
use urban development have been identified. 
 
Furthermore, the redevelopment of these Opportunity Sites will allow for increased use of sustainable modes 
of transport and will ensure a transition to a low carbon energy efficient transport system, which will be a 
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significant challenge over the course of the Plan period. The development of these sites shall also include any 
measures and initiatives included within the LTP. 
 
The Council is interested in receiving proposals/Expressions of Interest process for the development of two 

ΨhǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ {ƛǘŜǎΩ ό{ƛǘŜ о ȊƻƴŜŘ /р ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ {ƛǘŜ п ȊƻƴŜŘ aм ς aƛȄŜŘ ¦ǎŜκhǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ {ƛǘŜύ ŀǘ ΨCŜƭǎ tƻƛƴǘΩΦ 

KCC will consider all contractual arrangements in relation to the development of these sites, which may include, 

direct disposal, lease, licence or any other proposed option. 

 

 
Figure 3.14: Opportunity Sites 
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Opportunity Site  
(1) Balloonagh Convent 

Attributes ¶ A substantial site with an area of circa 3.4 hectares within walking distance of the 
town centre, and a range of recreational facilities. 

¶ Includes the buildings of the former convent, a protected structure and associated 
surrounding lands/brownfield site. 

¶ Site is in a strategic location on the northern edge of Tralee, adjacent to the town 
centre with opportunities for compact mixed-use development, the provision of 
appropriate public realm, connectivity and permeability. 

Development 
Potential 

ω Zoned M1 - Mixed Use/Opportunity Site. 
ω Location, siting and design of any future development on the site will need careful 

consideration and have to be carried out to a high-quality architectural design. 
ω To sustainably preserve and develop this large landmark building and associated 

brownfield site as a new mixed use urban area in order to ensure a sustainable urban 
extension to existing facilities and infrastructure. 

ω Potential for significant mixed-use development, including health care and assisted 
living facilities. 

ω Repurpose existing buildings. 
ω Development on the site should incorporate a strong social and community element 

which reflects the historic use of the site. 
ω Any development to address linkages to the Greenway and the town centre to 

ensure that local residents have easy access to facilities and amenities and ensure 
quality permeability. 

ω Development should incorporate appropriate Suds features incorporating up to date 
and best practice nature based solutions. 

ω A masterplan is required to guide the comprehensive development of this site and 
to identify opportunities for biodiversity. 

ω Having regard to the historical uses associated with this complex, any future 
development on these lands shall be subject to assessment under the Institutional 
Burials Act 2022 before any consent is issued. 

Map  
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Opportunity Site  
(2) Lands fronting onto/  adjacent to Clash Road 

Attributes ω A large vacant brownfield industrial site (5.8ha) on the edge of Clash Industrial 
Estate, adjacent to the former Tralee Racecourse. 

ω Proximate to and within walking distance of the town centre. 
ω Site is a prime location adjacent to the town centre with opportunities for compact 

mixed-use development, connectivity and permeability. 

Development 
Potential 

ω Zoned C2.1 ς industrial, Enterprise, Employment 
ω The sustainable redevelopment of this large industrial brownfield site as a new 

mixed-use development. 
ω These lands provide a significant development opportunity for the town, especially 

in terms of the provision office-based development with a high density of 
employment or industrial development. Proposals will be expected to maintain a 
strong building line/urban edge and a high design quality which will contribute to 
the definition of the road/street. 

ω Having regard to the adjacent strategic site (the former racecourse), the Clash site 
may be considered for redevelopment in clearly identified and logical phases. 
Proposals for the Clash site could seek to develop it as an important landmark 
gateway or entry point into the town, particularly having regard to the existing and 
proposed adjacent access onto the Tralee By-pass. 

ω Any development to address linkages to the town centre to ensure that local 
residents have easy access to facilities and amenities and ensure quality 
permeability. 

ω Development should incorporate appropriate Suds features incorporating up to date 

and best practice nature based solutions, swales, pervious paving & filter drains. 

Map  
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Opportunity Site  
(3) Dan Spring Road 

Attributes ω This large site (2.3ha) is located adjacent to The Rose Hotel. This site which has a 

large river frontage is also within close proximity to the town park. 

ω It is proximate to and within walking distance of the town centre 

ω The Site is a prime location adjacent to the town centre with opportunities for 

tourism and related use development, appropriate public realm, connectivity and 

permeability. 

ω Adjacent to the River lee amenity walkway 

Constraints ω These lands have been identified as being at risk of fluvial and tidal flooding. Given 

these lands are defended, less vulnerable development could be accommodated 

with suitable mitigation measures. 

ω Any application for development of these lands should have regard to the flood risk 

management section of the Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028 and be 

accompanied by a site-specific flood risk assessment. 
ω ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ DŀǊǊȅǊǳǘƘ ²ŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ tǳƳǇƛƴƎ {ǘŀǝƻƴ !ƴȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƛǎŎŜ ;ƛǊŜŀƴƴ ŎƻŘŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΦ 

Development 
Potential 

ω The purpose of this section is to outline the clear vision for the comprehensive and 

sustainable development of the lands at Dan Spring Rd/Ballymullen. In describing 

the wider urban context, the characteristics of the site itself and the design of the 

built environment, it is hoped to demonstrate how the scheme integrates into and 

contributes to the local area. This section is intended to be used as a tool to 

demonstrate the development potential of the site, but it is acknowledged that the 

design of any development proposal may evolve as part of the detailed design 

process due to the identification of potential site constraints. 

ω The site is Zoned C5 ς Tourism & Related 

ω It is envisaged that this large riverfront brownfield site can be developed as a new 

mixed use urban streetscape providing new Conference centre/Event centre with 

associated facilities in close proximity to the riverfront and town centre. 

ω Due to the proximity of the river, town park and the main road the development of 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪΩ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ΨǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜκǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ƘǳōΩ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΦ 

ω The absence of adjacent private residential development and consequential 
constraints associated with overlooking and overshadowing allow for this 

development block to facilitate a suitable landmark, with heights of 4 stories and 

above subject to appropriate design analysis. 

ω This site has the potential to be a focal entrance point for the south-eastern 

approach to the town. There is an opportunity to redevelop this site with new 

structures incorporating a conference centre and other tourism/leisure related uses 

centred on a civic/amenity space adjacent to the river. 

ω Connectivity and linkage for both the pedestrian and cyclist will be an important 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪΩ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ensure active frontage onto the main road. Careful use of landscape and suitable 

tree species create a more interesting and engaging streetscape and will soften the 

visual aspect of the proposal in this area. High quality boundary definition and 

treatments and signage will be expected as the site has extensive road frontage. 

ω Green infrastructure principles should form part of the design rationale. Given the 

proximity of the subject site to the Tralee Bay Wetlands, the Town Park and the River 
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Lee, it is considered that any proposal for the subject site should be informed by 

suitable green infrastructure principles. 

ω Supervision and passive surveillance of the River Lee Walkway will be required. 
ω Development should incorporate appropriate Suds features incorporating up to date 

and best practice nature based solutions, Trees, Swales, Detention Basins, Wetlands 
& Ponds, Pervious Paving & Filter Drains. 

ω 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 
ƻŦ ǘǊŀŶŎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bусΣ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǊƻŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ƧǳƴŎǝƻƴǎΦ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǝǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ¢ǊŀŶŎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ 
tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ ¢LLΦ 

Map  

 

 
 

Opportunity Site  
(4) Ballymullen Roundabout 

Attributes ω This 1.4ha site, which has a large road and river frontage is also within close 
proximity to the town park. 

ω It is proximate to and within walking distance of the town centre 
ω The Site is a prime location adjacent to the town centre with opportunities for 

compact mixed-use development, appropriate public realm, connectivity and 
permeability. 

ω Adjacent to the River lee amenity walkway and Rose Hotel. 

Constraints ω These lands have been identified as being at risk of fluvial and tidal flooding. Given 

these lands are defended, less vulnerable development could be accommodated 

with suitable mitigation measures. 
ω Only less vulnerable or water-compatible development is permitted. Any application 

for development of these lands should have regard to the flood risk management 
section of the Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028 and be accompanied by a site-
specific flood risk assessment. 
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Development 
Potential 

ω The purpose of this section is to outline the clear vision for the comprehensive and 

sustainable development of the lands at Dan Spring Rd/Ballymullen. In describing 

the wider urban context, the characteristics of the site itself and the design of the 

built environment, it is hoped to demonstrate how the scheme integrates into and 

contributes to the local area. This section is intended to be used as a tool to 

demonstrate the development potential of the site, but it is acknowledged that 

the design of any development proposal may evolve as part of the detailed design 

process due to the identification of potential site constraints. 

ω The site is Zoned M1 ς Mixed Use/Opportunity Site. 
ω To sustainably develop this large riverfront brownfield site as a new urban 

streetscape providing a building with mixed use facilities in close proximity to the 
riverfront and town centre. In order to provide a suitable building at this key 
location, heights of up to 4 stories can be considered (subject to appropriate design 
analysis), graduating down to two stories on the southeastern edge of the site 
adjacent to existing properties on Ballymullen Road. 

ω Due to the proximity of the river, town park and the main road the development of 
these lands would serve as a substantial development, contributing a positive image 
of the town. 

ω Connectivity and linkage for both the pedestrian and cyclist will be an important 
consideration in the proposal. The building should be orientated to ensure active 
frontage onto the main road. High quality boundary definition and treatments and 
signage will be expected as the site has extensive road frontage. 

ω Supervision and passive surveillance of the River Lee Walkway will be required. This 
site in conjunction with the adjacent lands have the potential to be a focal 
entrance point for the south-eastern approach to the town. There is an opportunity 
to redevelop this site with a new significant building incorporating mixed use with 
office space. 

 
Map 
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Opportunity Site Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-32 Facilitate and/or require the preparation of Design Statements for the opportunity sites 
where appropriate prior to the redevelopment of opportunity sites identified in the Plan to 
ensure their development in a cohesive and integrated manner. 

KCDP TR-33 

 
 

Require the carrying out of archaeological test excavations and ground testing prior to the 
re-development of opportunity sites identified. 
 

 

KCDP TR-34 Require the development of a co-ordinated access strategy for the sites at Ballymullen 
Roundabout and Dan Spring Road to ensure that the development of the lands is 
undertaken in a manner complementary to safeguarding the strategic function of the 
national road network in accordance with the provisions of official policy. 
 

 
3.1.7.6 Strategic Sites 
KCC have identified a number of Strategic Sites around the county which are of prime importance to economic 
development, supporting enterprise and employment creation. A number of these large green/brownfield sites 
are within Tralee town. The development of these is of prime importance to both the economic regeneration 
and urban fabric enhancement of the town. 

Furthermore, the redevelopment of these sites will allow for increased use of sustainable modes of transport 
and will ensure a transition to a low carbon energy efficient transport system, which will be a significant 
challenge over the course of the Plan period. The development of these sites shall also include any measures 
and initiatives included within the LTP. 

 

Strategic Site Ballybeggan (former Racecourse) 

Attributes ω A substantial site with an area of circa 50 hectares within walking distance of the town 
centre. 

ω Includes the buildings of the former Racecourse structure and associated surrounding 
lands/brownfield site. 

ω Site is in a strategic location on the northern edge of Tralee, adjacent to the town centre 
with opportunities for compact mixed-use development, the provision of appropriate 
public realm, connectivity and permeability. 

ω Site adjacent to the Tralee By-pass. 
ω Servicing Status: 

o Roads V 

o Footpaths V 

o Public Lighting V 

o Water V 

o Waste Water V 
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Development 
Potential 

ω Zoned C6 - Mixed Use, general commercial, industrial, enterprise. 
ω Location, siting and design of any future development on the site will need careful 

consideration and have to be carried out to a high-quality architectural design. 
ω Aim to sustainably develop this large strategically important site as a new mixed use 

urban area in order to ensure a sustainable urban extension to existing facilities and 
infrastructure. 

ω Development on the site should incorporate a strong recreational/leisure element 
which reflects the historic use of the site. 

ω Any development to address linkages to the MTU (North and South Campus) and the 
town centre to ensure that local residents have easy access to facilities and amenities 
and ensure quality permeability. 

ω Development should provide appropriate SuDS features incorporating up to date and 
best practice nature based solutions. 

ω A masterplan is required to guide the comprehensive development of this site. 
ω Potential for significant mixed-use development, including mixed use commercial, 

sports/leisure and a limited amount of residential units with associated facilities. 
 

Map  
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Strategic Site Bracker hΩwŜƎŀƴ Road (a, b & c) 

Attributes ω Substantial sites within walking distance of the town centre. 
ω Site size; a)7.69ha, b) 12.1ha, c) 9.77ha. 
ω Site is in a strategic location on the northern edge of Tralee, adjacent to the town 

centre with opportunities for compact mixed-use development 
ω Servicing Status: 

o Roads V 

o Footpaths V 

o Public Lighting V 

o Water V 

o Waste Water V 

Ownership ω Multiple Private 

Development 
Potential 

ω Zoned - (a & b) C6 Mixed general commercial/industrial/enterprise and (c) C2.1 
Industrial/ Enterprise/Employment. 

ω Location, siting and design of any future development on the site will need careful 
consideration and have to be carried out to a high-quality architectural design. 

ω Aim to sustainably develop these large strategically important sites as a new Industrial 
Enterprise Employment area in order to ensure a sustainable urban extension to 
existing facilities and infrastructure. 

ω Any development to address linkages to the existing Monavalley industrial estate and 
the town centre to ensure easy access to facilities and ensure quality permeability. 

ω Development should provide appropriate SuDS features incorporating up to date and 
best practice nature based solutions. 

Map  
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Strategic Site Dromthacker (Northeast of MTU/Kerry Technology Park) 

Attributes ω A substantial site with an area of circa 40 hectares adjacent to the MTU North Campus 
and Kerry Technology Park. 

ω Includes 2 land parcels (A & B) A being 38.9 hectares, located to the north of a recently 
approved pharmaceutical production building, which is currently under construction 
and B being 2.3 hectares, located to the south of the aforementioned pharmaceutical 
production building. 

ω Site is in a strategic location on the northern edge of Tralee, adjacent to Kerry 
Technology Park with opportunities for mixed-use development, the provision of 
appropriate public realm, connectivity and permeability. 

ω Site adjacent to the Tralee By-pass. 
ω Servicing Status: 

o Roads V 
o Footpaths V 
o Public Lighting V 
o Water V 
o Waste Water V 

Development 
Potential 

ω Zoned C7 ς Education/Innovation/Research & Development. 
ω Location, siting and design of any future development on the site will need careful 

consideration and have to be carried out to a high-quality architectural design. 
ω Aim to sustainably develop this large strategically important site as a new mixed use 

urban area in order to ensure a sustainable urban extension to existing facilities and 
infrastructure. 

ω Any development to address linkages to the MTU and Kerry Technology Park to ensure 
that future occupants/workforce have easy access to facilities and amenities and 
ensure quality permeability. 

ω Development should provide appropriate SuDS features incorporating up to date and 
best practice nature based solutions. 

ω Potential for a significant mix of commercial, enterprise and industrial type uses at this 
location. 

Map  
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3.1.8 Retail 
The retail core area in Tralee is incorporated within the Town Centre. It includes Castle Street, The Mall, part of 
Ashe Street and Edward Street, the Square, the Abbeycourt area and part of Rock Street. KCC shall generally 
support new retail developments within the town centre area, as defined by the Retail Core (see Figure 3.16). 
This shall be the preferred area for new retail development and regard shall be given to this in adopting the 
sequential test for new retail proposals. 
 
KCC is committed to ensuring the town centre area remains commercially viable, active and buoyant. Key 
indicators for this include: 

ω Diversity of retail functions. 
ω Environmental amenity and quality of the public domain. 
ω Vacancy rates on primary and secondary streets. 
ω Accessibility and pedestrian permeability. 
ω Perception of safety and occurrence of crime. 
ω Regular maintenance and effective cleaning. 

 
Whilst retail uses are a key component of a town centre, uses which operate in both a day and night-time 
economy are important to the vibrancy and vitality of a town centre, therefore maintaining and increasing the 
level of restaurants, cafes and coffee shops within the town is important. Another element of a vibrant and 24 
hour town centre is the provision of residential accommodation, and the Council supports the provision of 
upper floor residential uses. 
 

 
Figure 3.15: View of units along The Mall 

 
Whilst people were once attracted into town centres due to their retail offering this is no longer as important 
a reason due to the increase in online shopping and free delivery. Therefore, town centres have evolved to 
become more about what experiences can be offered. This άŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ encompasses what land uses the town 
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centre has to offer but also the quality of the public realm, ease of access, universal design, which all relates 
back to the 10-minute town concept. 

3.1.8.1 Retail Regeneration 
Maintaining the vitality and vibrancy of Tralee and addressing the challenges of town centre renewal and 
regeneration is a key objective of the Plan to ensure the long-term sustainability of the town in terms of 
sustainable jobs growth and retail sales. Tralee Town Centre needs to build on its strengths from a social, 
cultural, heritage and economic perspective, strengthen its own identity, as well as a town centre experience 
and offering in order to secure its future. 
 

 
Figure 3.16: Tralee Retail Core 

 
A number of sites/areas exist that are suitable for town centre retail regeneration. These include the Tralee 
shopping centre located on The Mall. This old shopping centre has a very significant vacancy rate of up to 75%, 
with all the upper floors remaining vacant. This site would be suitable for complete re-development. Other 
areas include Castle Street, Pembroke Street, Rock Street and Strand Road where significant numbers of 
properties lie vacant and would be suitable for both retail and residential uses. 
 

 
Figure 3.17: View of Rock Street 

 
Y//Ωǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŀƭƳ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
improvements to The Mall, Russell Street and Bridge Street, and a commitment to future improvements to 
Castle Street, Lower Rock Street and the Market Quarter. It is anticipated that these improvements will act as 
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a catalyst for future investment in the town and will significantly improve the town centre experience for 
residents, workers, shoppers and visitors to the town. 
 
3.1.8.2 Shopfronts and Signage 
Tralee contains a number of traditional shopfronts, which contribute to the distinctive character of the town. 
The Council will encourage, through its Shopfront Design Guidelines (2018), the preservation and refurbishment 
of existing traditional shopfronts and name plates, and where appropriate the development of new high-quality 
shopfronts in traditional design. Non-traditional design shopfronts will only be considered if their design is 
sympathetic to adjacent facades and enhances, rather than detracts from the visual amenity of the streetscape. 
KCC have developed a Pilot Shopfront Enhancement Grant Scheme for key locations in Tralee Town. 
 

                        
Figures 3.18 & 3.19: Commercial Properties within Tralee 

 
3.1.8.3 Occurrence of Vacancy 
The Tralee Town Centre Health Check, which was initially published in 2017, revealed an occupancy rate of 80% 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ пм҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ŀǎ ΨwŜǘŀƛƭΩΦ ¢ƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ƘŜŎƪ ŀƭǎƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 
vacancy rates on Denny Street and Upper Castle Street as being very problematic. High vacancy rates were also 
seen in Tralee Shopping Centre. The land use survey has been updated, as of 2023, and less vacancy has been 
recorded in specific parts of the town, including Denny Street and The Mall (See Figure 3.20). 
 
It is noted that since the Town Centre Health Check was carried out there have been some positive changes 
within the town centre including the occupation of a large long-standing vacant retail unit on The Mall. 
 
3.1.8.4 Tralee Shopping Centre 
With access points onto Russell Street, Market Place and the Mall, the Tralee Shopping Centre is in a prime 
position within the town centre. It is considered that the regeneration of Tralee Shopping Centre, together with 
the other regeneration projects, particularly the Market Quarter and the Island of Geese would have a 
transformative effect on the town centre. 
 
One of the aims of the Council is to enhance the vitality and viability of Tralee as a retail service centre and to 
improve the quality of the retail provision in the area. 
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Figure 3.20: Land Use Survey 2023 

 
Tralee Shopping Centre has continued to have a high level of vacancy over the past number of years. The 
Shopping Centre is located at the epicentre of recent public realm improvements within the town such as the 
Island of Geese and forthcoming improvements such as the Market Quarter. Given the high permeability of the 
Shopping Centre, it is envisaged that it should benefit from these improvements with a reinvigoration of the 
centre. 
 
Like many other areas of the county artisan/local food and markets have become popular in Tralee and this is 
something which could kickstart the shopping centres vibrancy and vitality once again. The Council is open to 
looking at partnerships with the landowner to entice start-ups / businesses to avail of the shopping centre units. 
 
3.1.8.5 Vibrancy & Vitality of Tralee Town Centre 
Whilst retail uses are a key component of a town centre, uses which operate in both a day and night-time 
economy are important to the vibrancy and vitality of a town centre, therefore maintaining and increasing the 
level of restaurants, cafes and coffee shops within the town is important. Another element of a vibrant and 24- 
hour town centre is the provision of residential accommodation, and the Council supports the provision of 
upper floor residential uses subject to normal planning considerations. 
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Figure 3.21: Prime Location of Tralee Shopping Centre 

 
In terms of appropriate uses in the town centre, it is considered that this should be the primary location for 
retail, office and other services that attract high levels of footfall. In addition to retail and office uses the town 
centre is an appropriate location for hospital suites for GPs and other medial and allied services. 

3.1.8.6 Diversity of Town Centre Uses 
Maintaining the health of the town centre requires diversity in the services on offer to the catchment 
population. A wide variety of different functions in the town centre is a key element in ensuring the on-going 
vitality of an area. This vitality is threatened by an overconcentration of one particular type of outlet or an 
inappropriate use. 
 
3.1.8.7 Non-conforming Uses 
Recent years has witnessed the establishment of betting offices, discount stores et al at principal locations 
throughout the town. KCC is concerned that the presence of such development with respect to the number of 
betting offices/takeaways, as well as their frontage/signage is not in keeping with existing traditional retail 
ŦǊƻƴǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎŎŀǇŜ ǘƘǳǎ 
eroding the historic character of the town. 
 
Hence, there is a presumption against the establishment of specified uses in the town where it is considered 
that such uses: 
a. Would set a precedent and therefore lead to an over concentration of certain types of uses in the town. 
b. Would attribute to certain areas in the town being associated with the sale of products not conforming with 

the image of the town thereby discouraging the establishment of other retail development both 
convenience and comparable retail within the immediate area. 

c. Do not conform with the streetscape or existing shop frontage. 
d. Detract from the heritage character of the town. 
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Town Centre Retail Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-35 Facilitate and support the regeneration and enhancement of retail shopping in Tralee Town 
Centre where appropriate. 

KCDP TR-36 

 

 

Facilitate town centre projects that come out of initiatives such as Putting Town Centres 
First and Town Centre Health Checks. 

KCDP TR-37 Liaise with the stakeholders in the Tralee Town Centre to work towards regeneration and 
reoccupation of units. 

KCDP TR-38 Provide pedestrian only zones in the town centre to encourage footfall and consumer 
spending. 

KCDP TR-39 Prevent an over-supply or dominance of betting offices/casinos, discount/phone/vape 
shops, fast-food outlets, takeaways and off licences in the main streets of towns and villages 
and shopping centres within the Municipal District in order to ensure that the vibrancy and 
vitality of these streets and shopping centres is maintained. 

KCDP TR-40 The Town Centre shall be the primary location for retail/office/commercial/medical uses, 
unless it is demonstrated that a more suitable alternative location is available. 

 
3.1.8.8 Manor West/Manor East 
The out-of-town retail parks at Manor West and Manor East have attracted significant investment to the region, 
providing valuable employment opportunities and have established Tralee as a regional shopping destination 
for County Kerry, West Limerick and North Cork. It is essential that the regional strengths of these parks are 
supportive of the wider retail mix in the region and in particular do not undermine the retail core of Tralee 
Town Centre. 
 
In order to support the sustainable development of retail in appropriate locations throughout the region and in 
particular to reinforce the comparative retail function of Tralee Town Centre, further retail development in the 
Manor West and Manor East areas highlighted on the Zoning Map D shall be restricted to retail warehousing 
only as defined in the Guidelines for Planning Authorities, Retail Guidelines, DoECLG, 2012. Any planning 
applications for additional retail warehousing in this area will be carefully assessed in view of the significant 
levels of provision already established there and potential impacts on vitality and viability of the town centre. 
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Figure 3.22: Aerial View of Manor West and Manor East Area 

 

 

Figure 3.23: Manor West and Manor East Area 
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3.1.8.8.1 Additional Access at Camp Cross 
Objective KCDP TR-43 seeks to facilitate and support the sustainable development of an access road to Manor 
Retail Park from the Tralee bypass at Camp Cross. 
 
The creation of an access (or the intensification of usage of an existing access) onto a National Road can be only 
considered where it is in compliance with Spatial Planning and National Roads Planning Guidelines (DoECLG 
January 2012) and subject to consultation and agreement with TII. 

 

Manor West/Manor East Retail Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-41 Limit retail development in the Manor West and Manor East area (Zoning Map D) to retail 
warehousing only as defined in the Guidelines for Planning Authorities, Retail Guidelines, 
DoECLG, 2012. 

KCDP TR-42 Facilitate retail warehousing development in Manor West and Manor East only where it can 
be demonstrated that such development will not have any impact on the vitality and 
viability of the existing town centre. 

KCDP TR-43 Facilitate and support the sustainable development of an access road to Manor Retail Park 
from the Tralee bypass at Camp Cross, subject to consultation and agreement with TII in 
accordance with Section 2.7, Spatial Planning & National Roads Guidelines (DoECLG 2012). 

 
3.1.9 Sustainable Communities 
The Council recognises that the proper provision of community and social infrastructure of a high standard, in 
the most appropriate locations is important for all ages and abilities in society and is an essential component of 
building sustainable and properly planned communities. 

 

Sustainable Communities Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-44 Facilitate the sustainable provision of safe άƘŀƴƎƻǳǘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎέ for young people. 

KCDP TR-45 Facilitate the expansion and development of a όŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎύ skatepark and pump track within 
the town. 

 
3.1.9.1 Primary/Post Primary Education 
Tralee has a wide range of educational facilities. In terms of primary level education there are 9 schools within 
the town, for second level education the town is served by 5 schools ς there is also a school which caters for 
ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ {ǘΦ LǘŀΩǎ ϧ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
 
A new post primary school, Gaelcholáiste Chiarraí , was opened in April 2023, located adjacent to the University 
Hospital Kerry. The Campus also includes a Sports Hall, Fitness Suite, hard-court play areas with further 
developments to include a Hurling Wall and a training pitch. The new school forms part of the ǿƛŘŜǊ aƛǘŎƘŜƭΩǎ 
Regeneration and includes a new ambulance access point to the south-west of the hospital campus. 
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Figure 3.24: Recently Opened Gaelcholáiste Chiarraí 

3.1.10 Gaeltacht Service Town, Culture & Heritage 
3.1.10.1 Gaeltacht Service Town 
The NPF and the KCDP recognises that it is vitally important to maintain the Irish language as the vernacular of 
the Gaeltacht and for the promotion of ongoing supports for the language planning process for the language 
outside the Gaeltacht. Tralee has been designated as a Baile Seirbhísí Gaeltachta (BSG)(Gaeltacht Service Town). 
The designation of the town as a BSG is a recognition of the provision of services required to support Gaeltacht 
areas including the provision of public services, recreational, social, and commercial facilities resources. The 
KCDP aims to support the implementation of a language plan (Objective KCDP 4-9 & Section 6.4). KCC supports 
policies to foster and reinforce the positive impact that the town can have on the Irish language as the 
community and family language of the Gaeltacht (language planning area). 
 
3.1.10.2 Culture 
Tralee has all the assets and facilities required of a county capital, including a vibrant and rich built heritage 
dating back more than 800 years. The town centre is steeped in heritage and culture with high quality facilities 
and attractions including: Tralee ACA, Siamsa Tíre ς the National Folk Theatre of Ireland, Kerry County Museum, 
¢ǊŀƭŜŜ ¢ƻǿƴ tŀǊƪΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ Iƻƭȅ /Ǌƻǎǎ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎŀƴ 
Church and Day Place, The Market Quarter, The Court House, Casement Train Station, Kerry Protestant Hall, 
Ashe Memorial Hall and Denny Street. 
 
From an economic perspective, the Arts/Heritage and the Creative Sector have much to contribute to Tralee in 
terms of employment, economic and local enterprise. The arts and heritage in Tralee are vibrant, rich in content, 
in history and in potential. The Local Authority will ensure that this potential is maximised to ensure that arts 
and heritage will play a central role in the development of the town. 
 
3.1.10.3 Heritage 
3.1.10.3.1 Archaeological Heritage 
Y// ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ 
promote its archaeological heritage as a resource for education purposes to increase public awareness and to 
ensure that it is suitably protected and conserved. This will include the enhancement of the 
archaeological/architectural heritage walking trail around Tralee. 
 
3.1.10.3.2 Built Architectural Heritage 
The architectural form of Tralee, superimposed along a meandering medieval street pattern, is predominantly 
characterised by the Victorian style, typically comprising narrow fronted three and four storey terraced houses. 
As the morphology and make-up of the town is essentially a few hundred years old, the character of the town; 
its street and plot pattern, market square, canal and rivers, can be appreciated fully within the context of the 
ǘƻǿƴΩǎ heritage and cultural identity. It is also interesting to note that much of ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ older building stock; its 
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fine public buildings, warehouses and grain mills, and town centre commercial buildings, were built over a very 
short period of time in the early to mid-nineteenth century. 
 
¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ mercantile character coupled with its judicial and political role have influenced the ǘƻǿƴΩǎ growth and 
morphological development in terms of layout and buildings. Tralee is predominantly characterised by Victorian 
architecture laid out along a meandering medieval street pattern, interspersed with fine examples of Georgian 
architecture, such as Day Place and Denny Street. 
 
The historic built environment of Tralee going back to medieval times provides a sense of place and uniqueness. 
The maintenance of a visually aesthetic public domain can attract inward investment and tourism. Within that 
ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ 
sense of ownership and pride. 
 
3.1.10.3.3 Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs) 
The Council will endeavour to conserve the historical built environment, the traditional townscape and setting 
of the ACAs (See Volume 3 of KCDP). The ACAs in Tralee Town are shown on Figure 3.25. 
 
In Tralee Town Centre, the Local Authority recognises the value of establishing a coherent, cohesive genuine 
historical identity that compliments the strengths and qualities of what Tralee has to offer and enhances the 
vibrancy and vitality of the town centre experience. 
 
The future of Tralee will be better served by enhancing its historical identity through conservation of its 
landmark buildings and providing the necessary connections and improved awareness and accessibility for the 
local and visitor to the towns existing extensive and varied events, activities, products, services and experiences. 
 

 
Figure 3.25: ACAs within Tralee 

 
Improving awareness and enabling greater accessibility to experience the historical characteristics of the town 
centre, would lead to an increased understanding and sense of place. By conserving, enhancing and integrating 
ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴΣ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
of the town centre, improve the quality of life and potentially increase shopper / visitor dwell time and 
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expenditure in local businesses thereby stimulating further opportunities, new jobs and potential. 
 

Figure 3.26: Aerial View of Ashe Memorial Hall 
 
3.1.10.3.4 Buildings of Historical Character 
A number of key buildings of historical character exist in the town that have potential for development for 
enterprise/office or residential use. These buildings and their surrounding lands are often underutilised or even 
in a semi derelict condition. The reuse of these buildings increases viability and vitality of the town centre. A 
number of the buildings are protected structures. 
 
These buildings include mills, warehouses and schools and mostly date from the mid to the late nineteenth 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 
developed and occupied rather than remain vacant and prone to dereliction and vandalism. In view of this the 
Planning Authority will actively promote and facilitate the sustainable re-development and re-use of these 
structures and sites. 

 

Heritage Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-46 Increase public awareness of the value and importance of the arts, culture, archaeological 
and architectural heritage in Tralee. 

KCDP TR-47 Facilitate and support the conservation led rejuvenation of the Ashe Memorial Hall and The 
Courthouse. 

KCDP TR-48 
 

Facilitate, support and promote Siamsa Tíre - the National Folk Theatre. 
 

KCDP TR-49 Facilitate and support the conservation-led regeneration of the ǘƻǿƴΩǎ Architectural 
Conservation Areas. 

KCDP TR-50 Reinforce ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ role and function as a Baile Seirbhísí Gaeltachta (Service town). 

KCDP TR-51 Protect local biodiversity features and where appropriate enhance ecological corridors and 
natural features of the landscape such as hedgerows, trees, rivers, parklands, ponds and 
wetlands. 
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KCDP TR-52 Work with stakeholders to promote biodiversity in the town (including swift nest box 
projects boxes) and facilitate actions from the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan such as 
recommendations for grassland management and pollinator friendly planting 
schemes/landscaping. 

KCDP TR-53 Protect existing wetland areas and facilitate community led biodiversity conservation and 
enhancement measures. 

 
3.1.10.4 Natural Heritage 
The town of Tralee benefits greatly from its position adjoining the European designated sites of Slieve Mish SAC, 
Tralee Bay SAC etc (see Section 2.6). 
 
The landscape and public open space of the Town Park and the nearby Tralee Bay Wetlands and surrounding 
natural amenities are a combination of natural and man-made features and are enjoyed by people of the town 
and visitors alike. The Council recognises the importance of these features and along with key relevant 
stakeholders will strive to protect and enhance the landscape ecological value and physical beauty of the natural 
heritage of the Town. 
 
! ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΩ ƳŀǇ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
Appendix F. This map shows the main open space /green areas in the town and indicative ecological linkages 
between these and the wider landscape. This map is intended to help promote ecological connectivity across 
the town, to reduce risks associated with habitat / species isolation & fragmentation and to help identify 
opportunities for biodiversity enhancement. Ecological connectivity promotes landscape level ecological 
resilience. 
 
The corridors identified in the plan are varied in nature and ecological importance. The value of those located 
along watercourses often extends beyond aquatic species and may be used by a wide range of species. 
Proposals for along watercourses should have due regard to the IFI guidance document for the treatment of 
watercourses in urban areas. Other corridors may connect woodland type habitats and may be of importance 
for bats. At such locations lighting and landscaping proposals should be carefully considered. At other locations, 
such as along the Tralee to Fenit Greenway and along the identified corridor between the River Lee and the 
¢ƻǿƴ tŀǊƪΣ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ κ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
adequately protect and enhance ecological connectivity. 
 
3.1.11 Economic Development 
!ƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
positions the town not only as a mere retail centre, but more as a provider of broad-based resources that allow 
for a wide range of employment, leisure and community opportunities resulting in sustainable growth in income 
and employment over time. 
 
The majority of jobs created in Tralee are in the broad sector of distributive services, which includes wholesale 
and retail trade as well as transport and storage, and hotels and restaurants. Tralee has slightly more jobs in 
health, education and social work, reflecting the importance of MTU, UHK and the Bon Secours private hospital 
to the town. 
 
With respect to the zoning of land to facilitate economic development, adequate, suitable and serviced lands, 
contiguous to existing industrial and economic development are zoned at appropriate locations. Such land 
parcels are located in Monavalley and Clash, and are easily accessible off the Northern Relief Road/Bracker 
hΩwŜƎŀƴ wƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ȅǇŀǎǎΦ 
 
The strategic employment sites for Tralee have been identified in an employment lands capacity audit, which 
has been informed by the five key economic principles underpinning the economic strategy of the RSES, being 
Smart Specialisation, Clustering, Capacity Building, Knowledge Diffusion and Placemaking for Enterprise 
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5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨDǳƛŘƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ 
{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ пΦт ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w{9{Φ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

¶ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭŜǎ ό¢¦Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎύ ŀǎ ƪŜȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ 
potential growth of economic activity; 

¶ Current employment location, density of workers, land-take and resource/infrastructure 
dependency, including town centres, business parks, industrial estates and significant single 
enterprises;  

¶ Locations for expansion of existing enterprises; 

¶ Locations for new enterprises, based on availability of employees/customers, land, tied to 
resources, dependent on the availability of different types of infrastructure (e.g. telecoms, power, 
water, roads, airport, port etc.) or dependent on skills availability;  

¶ Locations for potential relocation of enterprises that may be better suited to alternative locations 
and where such a move, if facilitated, would release urban land for more efficient purposes that 
would be of benefit to the regeneration and development of the urban area as a whole, particularly 
in metropolitan areas and large towns;  

¶ Within large urban areas locations where significant job location can be catered for through 
infrastructure servicing and proximity to transport interchanges, particularly public transport; 

¶ Environmental considerations including but not limited to designated European Sites, Flood Risk, 
Biodiversity, Cultural Heritage and landscape; 

¶ An assessment of the phasing of development in association with the planned delivery of water and 
waste water services, extension or provision of public bus services to the location and provision of 
new or improved cycling and walking connectivity from existing residential areas.  

¶ Areas which would address employment blackspots/legacies;  

¶ Support existing sectoral and location-based strengths and synergies with existing employers 

¶ !Ǿŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ΨǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΩ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΤ  

¶ Local ambition;  

¶ Potential for rail borne freight. 
 

Economy & Employment Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-54 Promote Tralee as a centre for Research & Innovation building on the strengths of the 
Munster Technological University, the Agri-tech Centre of Excellence and the Business 
Innovation Centre. 

KCDP TR-55 Support the sustainable regeneration of opportunity sites, such as the Island of Geese, Fels 
Point, and underused, vacant or derelict town centre lands for mixed-use development to 
facilitate population and employment growth. 

KCDP TR-56 Support the establishment of an Innovation District in Tralee Town Centre, particularly 
focusing on the opportunities in the wider health care areas. 

KCDP TR-57 Continue to support the expansion of the Kerry Technology Park and the Business 
Innovation Centre for economic development and increased employment opportunities. 

KCDP TR-58 Facilitate the development of a film studio at an appropriate location in Tralee town. 
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3.1.11.1 Knowledge Economy 
KCC will focus on the development of the knowledge-based technology and services industries to underpin 
economic growth in the Town as an integral component of the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle. Furthermore, 
efforts to attract inward investment, support for indigenous industries and the continuing improvements to the 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǇǳǊǎǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ƪŜȅ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǊƻƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Atlantic Economic Corridor and Wild Atlantic Way. Critical to the success of this economic development will be 
the sustainable growth of Tralee as an exemplar in the provision of 3rd Level Education. 
 
3.1.11.2 MTU, Kerry Technology Park and Kerry ETB 
The recently established MTU Campus in Tralee will enhance and support ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ role as an economic driver in 
the region and University Town. The continuing provision and improvement of higher-level education is vital to 
enhancing the educational profile and reputation of Tralee. The strengthening of the education sector will help 
reduce poverty, improve the attractiveness of the town as a place to locate, invest and cultivate socio-economic 
prosperity. 
 

The development of MTU through the integration of 
Institute of Technology Tralee and Cork Institute of 
Technology has provided greater higher education and 
research opportunities for students across the region. 
Tralee is fortunate to have a successful and thriving 
MTU operating out of 2 campuses in Tralee. 

 

 
In addition, Kerry ETB delivers its Education and Training Programmes from 37 Schools/Centres and over 100 
hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 9¢. Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƻŦ ŎƛǊŎŀ ϵрн Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ мΣллл 
staff with approximately 15,000 students/learners annually. 
 
The ETB has a strong presence in Tralee with offices on John Joe Sheehy Road, and campuses in Monavalley, 
Clash and Denny Street. KCC recognises the important role played by the ETB in the County and supports its 
further development and main aims which are creating and promoting the development of a lifelong learning 
society in Kerry, so that all who live there have access to the education and training required to fulfil their 
potential and meet their personal, social, cultural, economic and civic needs. 
 
Kerry Technology Park which adjoins the MTU is a strategic component to the economic growth of the County. 
The park is a combination of a high-quality business estate with leading edge communications and a local 
research and education centre. It encompasses the Business Innovation Centre, 50 acres of enterprise space, a 
range of office suites and business units and a powerful enterprise culture. 
 
The co-location of these education, employment and research entities are of regional significance with potential 
for expansion, ease of mobility, proximity to the Kerry Airport and availability of a skilled labour force. 
 
Kerry County Council has granted planning permission to Astellas Pharma for the new state-of-the-art facility, 
which is now under construction at the Kerry Technology Park. The proposed ϵоол million facility will bring with 
it highly specialised engineering, science and technology employment to Tralee, Kerry, and the wider southwest 
region. 
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Figure 3.27: College Campus presence within Town Centre 

 

Education/Research Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-59 Facilitate, support and promote the sustainable future development of the Kerry 
¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ tŀǊƪΣ aǳƴǎǘŜǊ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ YŜǊǊȅ 9¢.Ωǎ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
facilities in Tralee, including the establishment and strengthening of their Town Centre 
presence and linkages. 

KCDP TR-60 Facilitate and support the provision of high quality, professionally managed purpose-built 
student accommodation either on campus, or in appropriate and accessible locations in 
close proximity to the campuses and on cycle/walking networks. 

 
3.1.12 Tourism & Outdoor Recreation 
Tourism is seen as an important tool of economic regeneration and a vital component for the continued vitality 
and vibrancy of the town. Tourism offers a significant opportunity to present a positive image of Tralee and can 
provide a framework for investment and relocation decisions over and above the impact of tourism revenue. 
 
Tralee is already a major activity hub and has a long history as a major tourist destination. Afforded good 
transport infrastructure links by road, rail line, the public bus network and Kerry International Airport, Tralee 
serves as a base to explore the established attractions of the wider Southwest area. 
 
The town and its hinterland are also steeped in heritage and culture with high quality facilities and its proximity 
to beaches and mountains make it well placed to take advantage of the growth in healthy outdoor adventure 
sports, activities and water sports. Tralee is less than 60 mins drive to six of the ten highest mountains in Ireland 
and less than 30 mins drive to six Blue Flag beaches. 
 
Furthermore, as Ireland is quickly becoming an attractive location for cycling tourism, Tralee is in a very 
advantageous location to capitalise on that growth, particularly given the recent opening of greenways in the 
County. 
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3.1.12.1 Tralee Bay Coastal Hub 
Tralee (and the wider bay area) has a long history as a tourist destination and offers significant opportunities to 
grow the wider local economy. 
 
KCC also recognises the rich biodiversity in the Tralee Bay Coastal Hub area, with several European sites 
designated for predominately coastal habitats, species and birds of special conservation interest. In particular 
KCC recognises the role of Tralee Bay Wetlands Eco and Activity Park in providing a gateway to the 
interpretation of the natural assets of the area and supporting the community in raising awareness of and 
encouraging conservation and restoration these. The Wetlands Centre is well placed to play a similar gateway 
role for the recently established Páirc Náisúnta na Mara, Ciarraí. 
 
The council also acknowledges the special role of our coastal settlements recognising that the tourism and 
leisure sectors can help support and promote traditional and new marine-based industries and activities. 
 
It should be noted that the Fáilte Ireland Destination Town Strategy, which is a practical aid to Local Authorities, 
Chambers of Commerce, LEADER, Town Teams and other business and community groups, draws together the 
most relevant insights into what visitors want and need, and focus on the tourism elements of destination town 
development. Kerry County Council have recently completed several projects, which align with these guidelines. 
These include: 

¶ Monoliths in 14 key locations ς Directional and Interpretive Information with images, QR codes and 

Navi Lens ς linking to Digital Heritage Trail app. 

¶ Bi-lingual Fingerposts Signs in 17 locations supplementing directional information on the monoliths ς 
key points of interest and key visitor sites 

¶ Public Realm Enhancements: 
o Key Pedestrian Linkages in Town Park 
o Town Park Entrances ς High Quality Stone Paving, accommodation works for signage, street 

furniture. 

 
It should also be noted that the Cliff Coast Destination and Experience Development Plan (CCDEDP), which is a 
five-year sustainable tourism development plan for North Kerry and West Clare, was launched in February 2025. 
 

 
Figure 3.28: Tralee Bay Coastal Hub 
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Tourism Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-61 Strengthen and promote the relationship of Tralee Town as central to the Tralee Bay Area 
on the Wild Atlantic Way and facilitate where appropriate the sustainable development of 
projects listed in County Kerry Tourism and Action Plan 2016-2022 and successor plans. 

KCDP TR-62 Support the sustainable development, improved connectivity and accessibility of key 
features, infrastructure and amenities within Tralee and the Bay Area, subject to 
environmental assessment. 

KCDP TR-63 Facilitate and collaborate with relevant bodies to promote Tralee as a diverse and inclusive 
town and support the growth of multi-cultural arts, crafts, music and culture. 

KCDP TR-64 Facilitate and support sustainable tourism developments that respect ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ history, 
environment and location. 

KCDP TR-65 Enhance all main arrival points with upgrading & environmental improvements, particularly 
the train and bus station and the approach roads to the town. 

KCDP TR-66 Facilitate and promote the growth of Tralee as a conference destination with the 
sustainable development of a Conference Centre at an appropriate location. 

KCDP TR-67 

 

Support and promote the Aquadome and Tralee Bay Wetlands as major tourist attractions in 
Tralee. 

KCDP TR-68 Support the Rose of Tralee Festival/Féile Thrá Lí and other artistic/cultural events as a 
mechanism to attract international tourism and extend the tourism season. 

KCDP TR-69 Facilitate the development of infrastructure and ancillary facilities at appropriate locations 
in Tralee for indoor /  outdoor sports & hobbies, adventure & water sports, walking, cycling 
and wellbeing activities. 

KCDP TR-70 Facilitate and support the design proposals emerging from the Fáilte Ireland Destination 
Town Strategy for Tralee including public realm improvements, wayfinding measures, 
highlighting arrival points, cultural and heritage sites and profiling its immediate 
connections to significant tourism attractions in the Tralee Bay area. 

KCDP TR-71 Facilitate and support the sustainable delivery of projects identified and environmentally 
assessed in the Cliff Coast Destination Experience Development Plan. 

KCDP TR-72 Facilitate, support and promote Tralee as a gateway to Páirc Náisiúnta na Mara, Ciarraí. 

 
3.1.12.2 Tralee Leisure & Recreational Quarter 
The Council will promote and facilitate the further development of tourism/leisure opportunities in the town. 
The Aquadome, Tralee Bay Wetlands, Tralee Town Park, Lee Walk and proposed Blueway as well as cinema, 
tennis/athletics clubs are all linked together at this location. The Plan promotes the development of a Leisure 
& Recreational Quarter centred around the above uses, and as shown in Figure 3.29. There is also potential for 
the development of further facilities such as a water/aquapark and pontoon facilities in the Basin, Cycle facility 
at an appropriate location and an enhanced wildlife wetland area and wildlife park/amenity walk to the east of 
the athletics club at Ballymullen. 
 
3.1.12.3 Outdoor Recreation 
The provision of public open space and recreational facilities are deemed to be an integral part of the required 
infrastructure of the town. Sports and recreational facilities in the town include GAA clubs, and numerous other 
clubs including rowing, boxing, basketball, martial arts, tennis, soccer and rugby clubs, swimming pools and 
gymnasiums, athletics, cycling and so on. It should be noted however that many of these sporting groups do 
not have their own facilities and depend upon renting facilities and /or land. Opportunities exist for the dual 
usage of recreational and amenity facilities. The Council also recognises the important role these facilities can 
play in promoting social inclusion, especially amongst non-nationals and minority groups. 
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Tralee Boxing Club 
Tralee Boxing Club is a wholly volunteer run, not for profit, community organisation that has been serving the 
town of Tralee for almost 90 years. Dedicated to promoting diversity and inclusion, and guided by the principles 
of hard work, fairness and respect, the objective of the club is to provide all people of the community with a 
means to enrich their physical, mental and social wellbeing through the sport of boxing. 
 
Kerry County Council identified a need for a new Boxing Club facility and Community Space in Tralee. The 
proposal is located at Boherbee and is to become a key element of the Mitchels Boherbee Community 
Regeneration Project. The new Boxing Club and Community Space is designed as a welcoming, inviting and 
useful space - a place to benefit Tralee. 
 
The approved building is 2 storey with a flat roof area over the two storey element and a roof formed by a series 
of linked clerestory roof lights above the double height boxing gym hall. The building shape is generally simple 
and honest in form appearing as a translucent lightweight upper element supported on a solid and anchored 
ground floor structure. The palette of external materials selected is limited to dark brick work, painted render, 
translucent polycarbonate and glazing in high-quality aluminium frames. The ground floor contains the building 
entrances, fire exits, horizontal and vertical circulation, changing rooms and toilets associated with the boxing 
gym and the gym Hall itself. The first floor contains horizontal and vertical circulation space, meeting rooms, 
offices, canteen and toilets associated with the Community Space use together with a mezzanine and canteen 
for use by the boxing gym members. 
 

 
Figure 3.29: Proposed Leisure & Recreational Quarter 

 
Tralee Regional Sports Complex 
Tralee Regional Sports & Leisure Centre opened in 1977. It was a collaboration between the then Tralee UDC 
and the VEC (now Kerry County Council and Kerry Education & Training Board), on a 50/50 ownership. The 
Centre is managed by Tralee Regional Sports & Leisure CLG on a not-for-profit basis and reports to a Board of 
Management comprising of four members from each public body. 
 
Current facilities include a 25m 5 lane swimming pool, 12.5m leaner pool, public gym, sports hall, racquetball 
courts, class exercise studio, training gym, 3 outdoor astro turf pitches for 7 and 5 a side soccer and car parking 
for 150 vehicles. This is also a skatepark on site. 
 
A Part VIII was recently approved by Kerry County Council to develop further facilities on the sports centre 
campus. These new facilities include the following: 

¶ An additional 3 lane 25m training pool; 

¶ New 45m x 35m sports hall; 
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¶ New all-weather playing surfaces including tennis court/ MUGA; 

¶ New sport therapy suite; and 

¶ 85 additional carparking spaces and mobility hub. 
 
Kerry County Council will continue to facilitate and support this facility. 
 

Recreation, Amenity and Open Space Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-73 

 

 

{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ bǳƴΩǎ ²ƻƻŘΣ YƛƭƭŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΦ 

KCDP TR-74 

 

 

Sensitively undertake improvement and upgrade works to the existing Dingle Way/Kerry 
Camino Amenity Trail, subject to environmental assessment. 

KCDP TR-75 

 

 

Improve/upgrade the existing Lohercannon / Cockleshell Amenity pathway from Tralee to 
The Spa, having regard to environmental designations. 

KCDP TR-76 

 

 

Facilitate and support the refurbishment of the Tralee ς Blennerville railway line in a manner 
compatible with the Tralee Bay Natura 2000 designations, with potential for a looped 
walkway utilising this route and the canal walkway. 

KCDP TR-77 

 

 

Support the development of a mountain bike facilities and a BMX park at appropriate 
locations in Tralee. 

KCDP TR-78 Facilitate and support the expansion and continued use of Tralee Regional Sports Complex. 

KCDP TR-79 Facilitate and support opportunities for sports clubs and organisations to share facilities. 

KCDP TR-80 Facilitate and support community led allotments and other similar communal/public 
gardens. 

 
3.1.12.4 Tralee Town Park 
Tralee Town Park - ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴέ - located in the heart of Tralee Town is one of the largest urban public parks in 
Ireland. It covers 14 hectares and comprises manicured gardens, walkways, a wide array of tree species, a 
community garden, a large playground and much more. In addition, the urban landscape of Tralee is enhanced 
by its open spaces, gardens and trees. Collectively they both contribute to ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ Green Infrastructure and the 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ϧ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
The vision for Tralee Town Park is; άǘƻ facilitate and promote a safe, accessible, educational and engaging multi- 
use outdoor green-space that is diverse in cultural and natural heritage, thereby enhancing the visitor 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 
 
The Council will continue to maintain and improve this facility and will work closely with local schools and 
Disability groups to develop it as an inclusive and accessible facility. 
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Tralee Town Park Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-81 Facilitate the enhancement of the Town Park. 

KCDP TR-82 Incorporate the Tralee Town Park into a Biodiversity Action Plan for strengthening ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ 
ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƴ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ 
Biodiversity Strategy 2030. 

KCDP TR-83 Manage the Wetland area to the east for its biodiversity, flood risk management and visual 
amenity value and to maintain the area free from incompatible development to facilitate 
same. 

KCDP TR-84 Facilitate improved linkages to the Town Park, and associated wayfinding and pavement 
improvements. 

 
3.1.12.5 Waterways and Blueway 
Tralee has an attractive physical setting formed in part by its main rivers, the River Lee, the Big River, and other 
rivers such as the Clashlehane River and other tributaries. The Ship Canal links the town with Tralee Bay. The 
waterways and coastal zone, also designated as Natura 2000 sites, are an important element in defining ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŦƭƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǳƴŀΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŀŎƪ ŘǊƻǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻǿƴΩǎ-built environment.  
 
It is essential that these valuable natural resources are conserved, managed and developed, so as to support 
sustainable economic activity, job creation, eco-tourism and leisure-based activities. In addition, the Council 
recognises the potential of these areas to provide an attractive setting for recreational and amenity activities 
such as cycling and walking therefore enhancing wider participation in sustainable outdoor recreational 
activities. ¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŎƻƎƴƛǎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭǳŜ DǊŜŜƴ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳre and Nature Based Solutions 
Framework ς hǳǊ DǊŜŜƴ wŜƎƛƻƴΩ όнлннύ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΦ 
 
Riverwalk development proposals, both public and private sector, shall be designed to ensure the amenity 
potential of these areas are realised, while having regard to environmental designations in the area and taking 
into consideration appropriate biosecurity measures to safeguard against the spread of invasive species and 
LƴƭŀƴŘ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ΨtƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ²ŀǘŜǊŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩΦ 
 
Recent works have allowed for a path to connect the Ballyseedy Woods to the Ballygarry hotel which facilitates 
a 5km looped walk. Development consent is in place to connect this to the River Lee Blueway. 
 

Figure 3.30: View from Canal Walk towards Blennerville 
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The Council proposes to strengthen the links between Tralee and the Tralee Bay Area with the further 
sustainable development of a Blueway along the Tralee Canal subject to funding. 
 
The sustainable development and marketing of a Blueway would provide an opportunity to revitalise and re- 
ǳǎŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ 
the local community, potential to stƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ 
connect with new, existing and proposed Greenways and walking trails, and attract more visitors. 
 

Waterways and Blueway Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-85 

 

Continue the development of riverside walks, public access and linkages as opportunities 
arise at appropriate locations along the banks of the River Lee to Ballyseedy Wood and 
along the Big River, in a manner compatible with biodiversity protection and to reserve 
lands free from development to facilitate such access, subject to environmental 
assessment. 

KCDP TR-86 

 

Provide for a continuous riverside pathway with improved public access along both banks 
of the River Lee connecting Ballyseedy to Blennerville subject to examination for its feasibility 
in relation to strictly protected species such as otters and environmental assessment. 

KCDP TR-87 Facilitate the sensitive repair and upgrade of the Canal and Basin as required for the 
purposes of their management, promotion and use for water-based recreational activities 
as the Tralee Canal Blueway, subject to environmental assessment and avoiding the spread 
of invasive species. 

KCDP TR-88 Ensure development proposals enhance the visual and recreational amenity and 

ŜŎƻǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎΦ 

KCDP TR-89 

 

Require that developments adjacent to river walks or planned river walks are designed to 
promote passive and active surveillance of the river walks. 

 

KCDP TR-90 Support the sustainable development of the Tralee to Fenit Blueway. 

KCDP TR-91 Facilitate and support the ongoing maintenance (including dredging) of the Tralee Canal to 
ensure its use as a navigational waterway and amenity subject to compliance with the 
Habitats and EIA Directives. 

 
3.1.13 Environment 
The town of Tralee benefits from its strategic position along the Lee Valley, by Tralee Bay and flanked by the 
impressive, elevated landscapes of the Slieve Mish and Stacks Mountain ranges. The landscape, public open 
space and the Town Park are a combination of natural and man-made features and are enjoyed by people of 
the town and visitors alike. The Council recognises the importance of these features and will strive to protect 
and enhance the landscape and physical beauty of the Town and the surrounding area. 
 

Natural Heritage Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-92 Have regard and adhere to the policies contained in the Tralee MD Tree Management 
Strategy 2020-2025 and/or any subsequent updates or strategies. 
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KCDP TR-93 Preserve and improve the natural character, natural amenity value and high landscape 
quality of the Lee Valley, the Canal, and adjoining areas and to improve access and extend 
walkways / cycle routes, where appropriate in these areas, in a manner which would not 
adversely affect the conservation objectives of nature conservation designations. 

KCDP TR-94 Maintain the attractive landscape character of the Town Park, Killeen/NunΩs Wood, and 
other green spaces which form an important physical setting and backdrop for Tralee Town 
and ensure that they are maintained free from visually obtrusive elements. 

KCDP TR-95 {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ нлолΦ 

 
3.1.14 Flood Risk Management 
The issue of flood risk management is dealt with generally in Section 1.4 (Land Use & Flood Risk Management) 
of this SettlementǎΩ Plan. 
 
In terms of flood risk management issues pertaining to Tralee, the OPW have identified preferred flood 
mitigation infrastructure to mitigate flood risk arising from the river network and from the coast in the CFRAM 
Flood Risk Management Plan for Tralee Bay ς Feale River Basin (UOM 23). It is an objective of this Plan to 
facilitate the implementation of this infrastructure through the Tralee flood relief scheme subject to project 
level environmental assessments. 
 
A number of sites have been identified that are at risk of flooding. Justification tests /SFRA have been carried 
out which addresses the flood risk at these sites. The SFRA demonstrates that flood risk to the development 
can be adequately managed and that the development of these sites can take place without causing adverse 
impacts elsewhere. Specific details need to be established as part of the site-specific flood risk assessment 
submitted with any planning application. 
 

Flood Risk Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-96 Support the development/implementation of the Tralee Flood Relief Scheme developed 
under the OPW CFRAMs flood risk management plan ς subject to project level 
environmental assessment. 

KCDP TR-97 Protect the ǘƻǿƴΩǎ existing greenfield floodplains and wetlands from inappropriate 
development in recognition of their function as attenuators and conveyors of flood water. 

 
3.1.15 Connectivity 
3.1.15.1 Tralee Local Transport Plan (LTP) 
The Settlement Plan for Tralee is informed by a Local Transport Plan, which is required to be prepared by 
Regional Policy Objective (RPO) 157 in the Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Southern Region. 
 
This LTP provides a multi-modal framework which assists in informing future transport infrastructure planning, 
investment, and delivery. The LTP aims to provide a long-term transport improvement plan for the study area 
and ensure increased levels of trips are made by sustainable modes of travel. 
 
The LTP provides a comprehensive analysis of the current transport situation in Tralee, as well as the impact of 
future proposed development set out as part of the Tralee Municipal District Settlement Plan. Potential 
solutions to improve the conditions for active travel, public transport, and private motorised vehicles are then 
presented. Within the LTP, there is a focus on improving the sustainability of the transport network. 
Additionally, proposals must support compact urban growth, encourage modal shift from private motorised 
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vehicles towards sustainable transport and improve key destination accessibility via sustainable modes of 
transport. 
 
By developing the LTP and Municipal District Settlement Plan in tandem with one another, this enables a holistic 
approach to the development of both the transport network and land use plan across the town, integrating the 
two to support sustainable development. This allows for a fully integrated approach to both land and transport 
planning within Tralee. 
 
The strategic aim of the LTP is to provide for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and services 
which will: 

¶ Reduce the demand for travel and the reliance on the private car in favour of more sustainable forms 
of transport 

¶ Provide a safe and sustainable transport network 

¶ Identify strategic walking and cycling infrastructure to prioritise for funding 
 
The LTP examines all transport modes and how they interact. It has been prepared to make sure that movement 
and accessibility of all forms, across all modes are considered; The LTP incorporates up to date land use zonings 
for the town and has been carried out in close collaboration with the preparation of this Plan. 
 

Tralee Local Transport Plan Objectives 

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to: 

KCDP TR-98 Implement the Local Transport Plan for Tralee and all actions/recommendations contained 
within, in particular; 
(a) The LTP Walking Strategy Options as set out in Figure 4.1 of the Tralee Town Local 

Transport Plan, the Proposed Timeframes for Walking and Cycling Options in Table 5.2 
of the Tralee Town Local Transport Plan and Figure 3.32 (LTP Walking Strategy Options) 
below. 

(b) The LTP Cycling Strategy Options as set out in Figure 4.2 of the Tralee Town Local 
Transport Plan, the Proposed Timeframes for Walking and Cycling Options in Table 5.2 
of the Tralee Town Local Transport Plan and Figure 3.33 (LTP Cycling Strategy Options) 
below. 

(c) The LTP Public Transport Strategy Options as set out in Figure 4.3 of the Tralee Town Local     
Transport Plan, the Proposed Timeframes for Public Transport Options in Table 5.3 of 
the Tralee Town Local Transport Plan and Figure 3.34 (LTP Public Transport Strategy 
Options) below. 

(d) The LTP Parking Strategy Options as set out in Figure 4.4 of the Tralee Town Local 
Transport Plan, the Proposed Timeframes for Parking Options in Table 5.5 of the Tralee 
Town Local Transport Plan and Figure 3.35 (LTP Parking Strategy Options) below. 

(e) The Overview of Road Options Included in the ABTA Strategy as set out in Figure 4.5 of 
the Tralee Town Local Transport Plan, the Proposed Timeframes for Roads Options in 
Table 5.4 of the Tralee Town Local Transport Plan and Figure 3.36 (Overview of Road 
Options Included in the ABTA Strategy) below. 

KCDP TR-99 Ensure that the prioritisation, detailed design and delivery of the interventions/actions set 
out (above and) in the Local Transport Plan for Tralee will be progressed during this lifetime 
of this plan 
 

KCDP TR-100 Facilitate school zone measures, including slow zones around the schools, and promote/ 
facilitate active travel options for students. 
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KCDP TR-101 Facilitate and support the sustainable upgrade of the existing Slip Road between the 
Ballinorig roundabout near Clash Industrial Estate and the Tralee Bypass, subject to funding, 
and subject to consultation and agreement with TII in accordance with Section 2.7, Spatial 
Planning & National Roads Guidelines (DoECLG 2012), and require any development 
proposal to be accompanied by appropriate documentation illustrating the required 
evidence base for the development. 

 

 
Figure 3.31: Connectivity
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Figure 3.32: LTP Walking Strategy Options 

 

 
Figure 3.33: LTP Cycling Strategy Options 
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Figure 3.34: LTP Public Transport Strategy Options 

 

 
Figure 3.35: LTP Parking Strategy Options 
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Figure 3.36: Overview of Road Options included in ABTA Strategy 

 
3.1.15.2 Active Travel 
Cycling and walking routes not only facilitate leisure and recreational use but have significant potential to serve 
as commuter routes providing access to places of work, school and other destinations. Active travel is also a 
key component of sustainable transport policy in climate action and is a crucial part of the avoid-shift-improve 
model to cut greenhouse gas emissions. KCC is committed to developing cycling and walking infrastructure 
consistent with the Local Transport Plan for Tralee and in line with climate action policy in the transport sector. 
 
Key to this is improving connectivity with the construction of safe, accessible cycle lanes, wayfinding/ green 
linkages, Safe School Access and promotion of ΨtŀǊƪ and {ǘǊƛŘŜΩ through a necklace of carparks/shared mobility 
hubs with strong pedestrian permeability & links to the town centre and where possible, public transport 
infrastructure. 
 
Improvements shall be facilitated in the following areas: 

¶ Town Centre Laneway Upgrades 

¶ Parking Strategy 

¶ Wayfinding 

¶ Linkages and Improved Permeability 

¶ Linkages to the Greenway 

¶ Smarter Travel (cycleways /  walkways) 

¶ Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) Programme (school accesses and park-n-stride) 

¶ Shared Micromobility Strategy, e.g. e-scooters, e-bike rental and charging facilities 
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3.1.15.3 Town Centre Laneway Upgrades 
Laneways within the town centre can provide key linkages, increased permeability and legibility within the 
town. In some instances, these require upgrading, public realm works, increased passive surveillance etc. See 
Section 3.1.2.1 of this Plan for further information. 
 
3.1.15.4 Parking Strategy 
Whilst the promotion of green modes of transport and the implementation of active travel measures is key, 
there is also a place for the provision of appropriately located parking for cars, buses etc. In some instances, 
one of the important factors for the success of green infrastructure will be strategically located parking. This 
Plan looks at the provision of car parking within Tralee Town Centre and immediate environs. See Section 3.1.3.4 
(Accessibility, Mobility & Car Parking) of this Plan for further information. 
 
3.1.15.5 Wayfinding 
Installation of the new bespoke bilingual wayfinding signage has commenced in Tralee town centre. The project, 
which is funded by Kerry County Council and Fáilte Ireland (under the Destination Town Programme) will see 
directional, information and interpretive signage installed at 35 locations around the main town core. 
 
The signage is aimed at pedestrians and provides information highlighting and directing visitors to the many 
points of interest in Tralee. The signature signage gives interpretive information on the ǘƻǿƴΩǎ many important 
heritage sites. 
 

 
Figure 3.37: Example of Wayfinding signage in Tralee 

 


