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¢NI£SS adzyAOALN f 5ikdudingmrOoterall GolinfyfL&ef Seftléndets Plah Intsoduction,
replacesthe Tralee Town Development Plan as contained in Volume 2 (Town Development Plans) of the Kerry
County Development Plan 202228 and the Tralee Municipal District Local Area Plan-2024.

TheTraleeMunicipalDistrictcontainsthe followingsettlements:

Settlements
KeyTown Tralee
District Towns Ardfert, Fenit
Villages BlennervilleTheSpa

Reasorfor Variation

Thevariationprovides a settlementplanfor the TraleeMunicipalDistrict Area,replacingthe Tralee Town

Development Plan as contained in Volume 2 of the Kerry County Development PlaB®and the
TraleeMunicipalDistrict LocalAreaPlan20182024.Thed S G (i f $MrSngliidés Qwritten statement

and mapped objectives to provide a comprehensive local planning framework with clear policies and
202S0GA0Sa AyOftdzRRAYy3a flyR dza$S T 2yAy3azs Ay (GKS Ay
completes the planning framework for the area and complemetite current National, Regional and

County policies andbjectives.

The Settlement Plan for Tralee is informed by a Local Transport Plan, which is required to be prepared by
RegionaPolicyObjective(RPO)L57 in the RegionaSpatial& EconomicStrategy(RSESpr the Southern
Region.
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SettlementPlansintroduction

1.1 Introduction

As outlined in Volume 1 of the Kerry County Development Plan-2028 (KCDP), the settlement plans are
underpinned by a strategic vision for the county which is intended to guide the future development of the
settlements in a sustainable manner, in a widnat reflects the existing character and amenities of the
settlements and improves quality of life for the existing and future population.

The principal town in the Tralee Municipal District (MD) is Tralee which is designated as a Key Town in the
Regional Spatial Economic Strategy for the Southern Region (RSES) and the Kerry County Development Pla
2022-2028 (KCDP). Ardfert and Fenit occuppartant roles as District Towns for the area as identified in the
KCDP.

For the first time, the traditional boundary of the former Tralee Town Council has been amended to include
lands within the environs of the town. These lands mainly include the existinguipuiind brownfield lands
that were included in the Tralee MD L2@182024.

TheMD includesthe followingsettlementsasper the SettlementHierarchyin the KCDP.

Settlements
KeyTown Tralee
District Towns Ardfert, Fenit
Villages BlennervilleTheSpa
Tablel.1: SettlementHierarchy

While thisVariation relatego the TraleeMD Settlement Plarit is intended thathis introductionwill serveas
an introduction for all Settlement Plans, which will be added to this volume by subsequent variations to the
Kerry County Development Plan 262@28. As such, this introduction is applicable to the whole County.

Vision

¢t2 RS@St2L) GKS O2dzyieQa aSaatSySyita ra |y
sustainable levels of community, population, employment and social activity and enhanced leve

amenity and biodiversitywhich encourage high quality of life and well-beingand supporta sustainable
synergy with the rural countryside

A development strategy for each settlement appropriate to its size and infrastructure capacity has been
developed with adequately zoned lands identified for future development uses. The promotion and
consolidation of the towns and villages of the plan tigh reuse, restoration and regeneration, and the
creation of a vibrant urban form, are key principles of these settlement plahgse land use plans seek to
develop settlements that are attractive places in which to live, work and visit.

One of the aims of the Settlement Plan is to zone the appropriate quantum of residential land at appropriate
locationsto ensureeachsettlementalignswith the CoreStrategyof the KerryCountyDevelopmentlan2022
2028, as well as the principles of compact growth and the sequential approach to the zoning of land.

Theregenerationof the urbancoreof townsandvillageswill setthe frameworkfor the creationof asustainable
economidbaseto facilitateintegratedcommunities while balancinguture developmentwith the conservation

and enhancement of the natural and built environment of each settlement and surrounding area. The
consolidationof the settlementssupportsclimate action policy, particularly meeting emissions targefsom
transport and the built environment.
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1.2 SettlementHierarchy
Section3.10(Table3.6)of the KCDR/olume 1 containsthe SettlementStrategyfor the county,whichincludes:

1.2.1 KeyTowns

¢NIt£SS YR YAffFNYySe KIFE@S 06SSy ARSYGAFTFASR | a I NH
G26ya 6A0GK AAIYATFAOFIY(d LRLMzZIFGA2y ao0FtS GKIFG | NB
hospitals, third level institutions, cots, local and national government functions as well as economic and
business roles and higher order retail functions. THesgTowns are selfustaining regional drivers and have

a comparable structure to the five regional growth centres identifiedkirSt b TH@ ®RSES and KCDP also
identifies Tralee and Killarney as economic drivers on the strategic road/rail network and Atlantic Economic
Corridor and as key settlements in the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle.

The many challenges facing Tralee and Killarney include the evolving nature of urban economic models that
position town centres as no longer just retail centres, but more as bhzsgd resources that provide a wide
range of employment, leisure, tourism @community opportunities.

Therefore, creating the environment for diverse sustainable economic growth, income and employment is a
criticalcomponent forthe sustainable developmendf Tralee andillarney. It isabout promotinggrowth that
is broadbased; creating a business environment that competes with the best internationally; and ensuring
everyone has access, including future generations, to the opportunities that growth brings. To maintain their
status as regional economic drivethe sustainable strategic growth of the Key towns shall:
1 sustainably strengthethe role of Tralee as seltsustaining, regionaconomicdriver, key settlement
in the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle and on the Atlantic Economic Corridor and build on inherent
strengths as an administrative capital, centre of skills and education, innovation, enterprise growth,
culture and tourismand
1 sustainably strengthen the role of Killarney as a strategically located urban centre of significant
influence in a sulbegional context, a centre of excellence in tourism, recreation and amenity sectors,
to promoteits role asaleaderin thesesectors,in particulartrainingandeducation,andstrengthenits
overall multisectoral dynamic as a key settlement in the Kerry Hub Knowledge Trismageprdance
with RSE®PQL1, RPAL5andRPCLS.

1.2.2 Regionallowns

The development of the eight regional towns in the county, is critical for realising balanced regional
developmentactingasafocusfor strengtheningheir own areas It isa strategicaim of the settlementstrategy

of this Planto supportthe sustainablaedevelopmentand growth of thesesettlementsto meet their population

target at a scale, layout and design that reflects the character of the towns, so they can function as adequate
serviceandemploymentcentresfor the surroundinghinterland. TheNPF)reland2040policydocumenttargets

a significant proportion of future urban development on infill and brownfield development sites and in
compliancewith this, it isenvisagedhat at least30%of allnew housingdevelopmentin thesesettlementsshall

take place on infill and brownfield sites. This is in accordance with RSES RPO 26.

1.2.3 District Towns

Thirteentownsare designatedistrictTownsin the SettlementHierarchy.It isastrategicaimof the settlement
strategyassetout in Section3.10.20f the KCDRo supportthe sustainabledevelopmentandgrowth of district
townsto meetpopulationtargets,at ascale Jlayoutanddesignthat reflectsthe characterof eachtown, sothey
canfunctionasadequateserviceandemploymentcentresfor the surroundinghinterland.Whileit isanticipated

that District Townswill continueto playvital rolesin providingaccommodatiorfor a proportion of the existing
population and in supporting rural communities, it is very important that these towns harness and maximise
their economic potential through broadening their commercial base.

Considerable expenditure on capital infrastructure has been spent or is committed to these towns. Suitable
lands have been zoned for residential use.
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1.2.4 Villages
There are a number (29) of settlements characterised as villages in the cduigtyhe policy of the KCDP to
support the sustainable development of these villages, in a compact manner.

Thesevillages aren the lower tiersof the settlementhierarchy asetout inthe KCDP and are predominately
residentialin charactemhile offeringaverylimited rangeof servicesupplyingocalneedsuchasaconvenience
shop, public house, post office, primary school, church and other community facilities.

Tourism also plays an important functigrarticularly for a number of these settlements. It is anticipated that
GKSaS asSiiatSySyidaqQ SEA&GAYT OKINFOGSNIFYR Fdzy OlAzy
to playavital role in providingaccommodatiorin arural villagesettingfor aproportionofthe O2 dzy' (i & Q& SE
population and in supporting rural communities.

No provision for a targetedopulation increase has been made under the Catrategyof the KCDP for these
individual villages, instead an overall village target is included in the core strategy. The zoning of lands for R1
(Proposed Residential) is therefore not proposed in these villages. Existing infill sites and redevelopment of
existing sitesare likely to be sufficient to cater for any residential demand. In addition, small scale residential
cluster developments served by individual wastewater treatingystems will be considered in villages/small
village settlements as set out under Section 5.4 of the KCDP.

In villages, land has been zoned under the category of R4 (Strategic Residential Reserve). This is to cater for
those cases where land is centrally located and suitable for future residential use, however a residential
allocation has not been included urdd G KS Y/ 5t Qa / 2NB {GN}{iS3& FyR | R
place to facilitate development at this time.

Development shall occur within the settlement boundary oyl development in these settlements should
contributeto improvementsinthe @ A f futbahf@n@ndshallpreservetheir character heritageandnatural
features.

1.2.5 SmallVillageSettlements

Thereareanumber(37)of smallvillagesettlementsin the county. Thesesmallvillagesarein the lower tiers of

the settlementhierarchyassetout in the KCDPThesevillagesare predominatelyresidentialin charactemwhile

offering a very limited range of services supplying local need including a convenience shop, public house, post
office, primary school, church and other community facilities.

It is anticipated that their existing character and function will remain primarily as residential settlements and
that thesesettlementswill continueto playa vital role in providingaccommodatiorin arural villagesettingfor
' LINPLRNIAZ2Y 2F (KS O2dzyieQa SEAaGAY3I LRLMzZ I GAZ2Y |

Developmenshalloccurwithin the settlementboundaryin asequentiaimannerfrom the identified core of the
aStitSYSyldo !'ff RS@OSt2LIVSyd Ay GKSasS asSaiutSySyida
form and shall preserve their character, heritage aadural features. This plasupports the enhancemeruf

local services in the various settlements and the provision of additional services in appropriate locations.

No provision for a targetedopulation increase has been made under the Cirategyof the KCDP for these
individualvillages,jnsteadan overallsmallvillagesettlementtargetisincludedin the core strategy.Thezoning
of lands for R1/R4 (Proposed/Strategic Residential) is therefore not proposed ingimedleillages. Existing
infill sites and redevelopment of existing sites is likely to be sufficient to cater for any residential demand.

The KCDP reflects the position of the NPF and RSES, that the countryside (which includes Rural areas witf

settlements/villages and surrounding rural areas with a population of less than 1,500) is and will continue to
be, a living and lived-in landscapefocusingon the requirementsof rural economiesand rural communities,

10
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based on agriculture, forestry, tourism and rural enterprise, while at the same time avoiding ribbon and overspill
development from urban areas and protecting environmental qualities and in compliance witB/RPO

It is the policy of the Council to encourage people who wish to reside in the countryside to live in villages or
smallvillagesettlementswhere services aravailable Asan alternativeto one-off housingiit is an objectiveof

the KCDP to permit clusters of housing served by individual wastewater treatment systems in théllsmell
settlements where there is no wastewater infrastructure or no plans for such infrastructure. The strategy for
these clusters within these settlements is to facilitate a $mamber of additional dwellings and/or small
enterprises to consolidate the existing pattern of development around these focal points and utilise existing
services in the area.

Small scale residential cluster developments served by individual wastewater treatment systems will be
considered in designated small village settlements as set out under Section 5.4 of the KCDP.

¢CKS /2dzyOAft Attt FI OA fxu-ué F YR & dzLILRemdHomiegiih $n@K 2 £ R
Towns and Villagés AYAGALF GABS Ay Ké OZdzy[ié -a 2dzuf)\ySR Ay
, ANBIYyYyz O2YYdzyAdAS& YR 20GKSNJ &Gl 1SK2f RSNA GAff

82dzNJ 26y K2YSE 2 LIJ2 NI dzy A (bRr@alsetdeinénisA y G KS SEA&GAY 3 7T

Villages/SmalVillageSettlementsg OverallObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDRSR1 Preserval K S @ Aréhitect@aihariéage andpromote conservatioded regeneration an
re-use of buildings, where possible.
KCDFSR2 Facilitateimprovementsto the village centreswith an enhancedtreetscapeappropriate
@ shopfront design and provision for improved street lighting, public footpaths and s
furniture.
KCDFSR3 Protect and where appropriate enhance the provision of biodiversity features in

gAffFr3ASad 'a LINLG 2F GKAa NBIFNR akKkz2d
urban watercourses.

1.3 Introduction to the Settlements

1.3.1 Zoning

Only landswithin the settlementboundaries have land use zoning designatiofihe zoningnatrixisincluded
in AppendixG. Additional zoning details are contained in Volume 6 of the KCDP.

1.3.2 Developmentin the Settlements
The overarching policies and objectives relating to the towns and villages are contained in Chapter 4 of the
KCDP.

The strategy for the County is dependent on the growth of Key & Regional towns as the leading settlements
andto alesserextentthe Districttowns andvillagesasidentified in the settlementhierarchyof the KCDPThis

can only be achieved through creating employment opportunities and attracting people to live in these
settlements therebystrengtheningheir urbanstructureand creatinga demandto supportlocalservices.The
proximity ofmanyof the settlements to the regionagbwnsmake them viablalternatives forpersons seeking

a more rural lifestyle.

ThisPlanestablishes strategicframeworkto focusrenewalandregeneratiorof the O 2 dzytom@s@ridvillages
in orderto supportvibrantandstrengthenedcommunitiesanddriversof economicgrowth.

11
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It isthe priority of the LocalAuthority to encouragehe sustainableexpansiorin the rangeandnumberof retail
and commercialservices withirthe designatedownsandvillages whichn turn will providelocalemployment
and improve the quality of life of the local community.

Future mixed use and other nemsidential development will be encouraged in the town/village cores on
brownfield and infill sites firstly where appropriate and on sites identified as suitable for such uses or open to

consideration, as per the zoning matri

A collaborative, multagency and cross sectoral approach is required to manage this strategit\diile it is

an objectiveof the Councito recognisahe potential of all smallertowns andvillages anadto-operatewith any
prospective public and or private sector partners in delivering any such sustainable and policy compliant
projects, this plan identifies a number of areas/sites for particular regeneration, renewal and revitalisation

focus.

It is the policy of the Council to support initiatives to strengthen and improve the physical and natural
environment of towns and villages and encourage positive ptaaking. Development proposals should:
1  Provide for distinctive buildings of a high architectural quality which contribute to a distinct sense of
place and a quality public reajm
1  Createstrongstreetfrontageby either, adheringto the establisheduildingline in the immediatearea
or establisha new buildingline immediatelyadjoiningthe publicroadwhere areasonableopportunity
exists to do so. A greater setback will be considered where the development would provide for the
creation of a higlguality urban space with sufficient landscaping, street furniture etc
1 Respectwhereappropriate,the contextof the adjoiningbuildings,adjacentstreetscapeor buildingsin
the immediate area, in terms of design, height, scale and mass etc.
I  Utilise, where appropriate, adaptable and accessible design on the grounddleasure their future
re-use for alternative functions (e.g. retail/ commercjal)
1  Promote,whereappropriate,visualinterestthoughmodulationanddetailingof architecturalelements
(e.g., detailing/treatment of eaves, windows, frontages, slight variations in roof lines, setback etc.
1 Protect and enhance, where appropriate, the natural environment making space for nature and
supporting climate action policy.

OverallObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isan objective of the Councilto:

KCDFSR4 Ensurethat all new developmentis locatedwithinthe d S (i (i f Sl&0&opraetdoundary
in asequentiaimannerwhile promotingthe developmentof acompactsettlementstructure
through makingeffectiveuseof backlandandinfill sitesandpreventingunnecessaryibbon
development.

KCDFSR5 Ensure that new development shall maintain the integrity of the surrounding 1
landscapeandwhere appropriatethe rural characterof the settlement,while ensuringthat
future developmentsupportsthe existingrole andfunctionof the settlementasalocalfocal
point for its surrounding rural community.

KCDRSR6 Facilitate improvements to town/village centres, with an enhanced streetsc
appropriate shopfront design and provision for improved street lighting, public footp
and street furniture.

1.3.3 ResidentiaDevelopments

Within settlements, future residential development will only be permitted on appropriately zoned lands, infill
sites andon sites contiguousvith the town/village centre, or where otherwisecompatiblewith the KCDRCore
Strategy. This policy seeks to prevent leapfrogging of sites, to ensure a sustainable and compact urban form,

12
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restrictthe demandfor out-of-town retailingandensurethat residentsarewithin easywalkingdistanceof town
centre facilities.

It isconsideredhowever that alongerterm viewis alsorequiredto betakenwith regardsto zoningof landfor
residentialuse.Thisapproachistakenin line with investmentsmadeor proposedto be madein infrastructure,

such as wastewater treatment plants. Lands therefore have been identified as Strategic Residential Reserve
(R4) where appropriate for some of the settlements.

Residential development on R4 (Strategic Residential Reserve) lands will be permitted only on completion of
80% of the R1 (New/Proposed Residential) zoned lands subject to the provision of adequate infrastructure.

It is the policy of KCC to ensure that residential development on R4 (Strategic Residential Reserve) lands in
Villages complies with the Core Strategy and is subject to the provision of adequate water infrastructure. In
Small Village Settlements (where tands have been identified as R1 or R4), cluster type residential
development willonly beconsidered subject to the provision aflequatewater/wastewater infrastructureas

per Section 2.5 of this plan.

Given the scale of many of the settlements in the county, it is preferable that overall expansion proceeds on
the basis of a number of weltegrated sites within and around the settlement core rather than focusing on
rapid growth driven by one very largée.

Theprovisionof goodhousingmixin all towns andvillages wilbe encouragedo ensurethat residents/buyers
have access to a range of house types and tenures.

As per Section 3.3.5 of thBustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for
Planning Authoritieg2024), KCC will support housing that offers an alternative, including serviced sites, to
persons whamight otherwise construct rural oreff housing inthe surrounding countryside. Development
ruraltownsandvillageswhichistailoredto the scale form andcharacterof the settlementandthe capacityof
services and infrastructure (including public transport and water services infrastructure) will be considered.
Lands zoned for housing at the edge of rural towns and villages at locations that can be integrated into the
settlement and are connected toxisting walking and cycling networks can offer an effective alternative,
includingservicedsites,to the provisionof singlehousedn the countryside Thedensityof developmentat such
locations should respond in a positive way to the established ctintex

ResidentialObjectives

ObjectiveNo: It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDRSR7 CrOAtAGIHGS adadGlrAylFrofS NBAARSYUGALf 3|
@ settlements in accordance with the Settlement Hierarchy and the Core Strategy set
the KCDP 2022028 and subject to:

i Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for
Planning Authorities (2024)

i SustainabléJrbanHousingDesignStandardgor NewApartments(July2023)
UrbanDevelopmentindBuildingHeightGuidelinedor PlanningAuthorities(2018)
1 DesignrManualfor UrbanRoadsand Streets(2019& 2022)

=

13
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KCDRSR8 Prohibitdevelopmenton landszonedR4(StrategidResidentiaReserveyntil 80%of the R1
@ (new/proposed residential zoned) lands have been developed to the satisfaction ¢
Planning Authority and subject to the provision of adequate infrastructure.

KCDRSPR9 Requireall newresidentialdevelopmentscheme®ver 15 unitsto providefor avarietyand
choice (type and size) of housing units to meet different household needs
requirements.

KCDRSR10 ¢2 LINRI Oa@Ste ¢2N] 6A0GK ¢KS [FYR 5S@S
FYR 20GKSNJ NBfSOIyid adl]1SK2f RSNAX Ay i
Ay Of dzZRNFAGIOR aKk2dza Ay 33 G FLILINBLINRIFGS 3

KCDRSPR11 Ensureresidentialdevelopmenton R4(StrategidResidentiaReserve)andsin Villagesshall
complywith the provisionsof the CoreStrategyandis subjectto the provisionof adequate
water and wastewater infrastructure.

KCDRSR12 Supportthe growth and developmentof efficient district heating,electrificationof heating
and utilisation of geothermal energy in proposed large residential developments.

1.3.4 DesignBriefs

Design Briefs have been prepared (where appropriate) for undeveloped zoned green and brownfield sites
within the mainsettlements.Thesedesignbriefsseekto provideanindicativedevelopmentframework forthe
sustainable, phased and integrated development of these residential and other zoned lands. The design briefs
demonstrate the potential of a site, recognising that the design may evolve at project level due to the
identification of potential site consaints.

The Briefhave establishethe broaddevelopmentprinciples forthe areas.They have set out ihroadterms

the generaldistributionof landuses circulationsystemsandkeyaccespoints. TheBriefswill alsoindicatehow
future land uses will integrate with surrounding development and provide for the future phasing of
development.

TheBriefsseekto demonstrate whilst havingregardto the existingsite contextandcharacter the following:
1 Overallayoutanddistribution of usesandopenspaceon the subjectlands

TransportandMobility

Principaroadinfrastructureandaccess

Public water and wastewater infrastructure

Principalpedestrianandcycleroutesandaccess

Improvementdo existingroadinfrastructure

Incorporation of existingfeatures of biodiversity value (e.g. hedgerows,trees, watercourses)&

enhancement of biodiversity.

E |

Thedeliveryof the aboveinfrastructure/principleare setout in and demonstratedin the accompanyingnaps.

The briefs will be used as a tool for the-@alinated delivery of development over the coming years. It will
ensurethat developmentisintegratedand designedappropriatelyin accordancevith the proper planningand
sustainable development of the aredhe Design Briefs propose forms of development that seeks to protect
existing residential amenity, protect significant features and heritage designations and seeks to ppmride
space in accordance with the KCDP.

1.3.5 ImprovingConnectivity(Existing/ProposedResidentiaEstatesand Strategic Employment Lanpls
Permeability describes the extent to which an urban area permits the movement of people by walking or cycling.
In order to achieve compact towns and climate action we need to look at how settlements can be adapted to
facilitate active travel and more deable/usable infrastructure. In large urban settlementghich have
numerous residential estates and strategic employment lands, such as Tralee and Killarney, better linkages can
be created between existing estates, the town centre, areas of employmentaaidies/services. In some

14
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instances, there are boundary walls around estates odetgdacs within estates that prevent movement along
natural desire lines. There are also poorly designed linkages that are difficult or unattractive to use which can
be corrected with minimal interv@ion. These existing scenarios create routes which require much longer travel
distances than direct linkages. The Local Transport Plans (LTPs) for Tralee and Killarney will contain potential
walking links connecting residential sites and areas of employmih adjacent facilities.

Akeyfocusof the LTP$sto enhanceconnectivityby promotingsustainabldraveloptions,while alsosupporting
the delivery of road schemes that facilitate internal trips and connections to the broader road network. This
approach aims to minimise traffic redistribution across the network.

Thereare areaswithin certainsettlementswhere smallinterventionscanbe implementedin orderto enhance
natural desire lines. Small interventions would reduce travel times to key facilities and services within the
towns/villages for pedestrians and cyclists. See details in Figur2s333, 3.3, 3.H and 3.3.

Allnewdevelopmentwill be requiredto maximisepermeabilityandconnectivityfor pedestriarsandcyclistsand

to createdirect links to adjacent roads and public transport netwetiksaccordance withthe provisionsof
Section 1.5.4.0f Volume6.

Residential Estate Connectivity Objectives

ObjectiveNo. It isan objective of the Councilto:

KCDRSR13 Connect existing and future residential developmeatsd strategic employment lanc
(access points) to completed and planned greenways, cycling infrastructure, cycle we
onto existing employment/residential areas

KCDFSR14 Improve (inter)connectivity by ensuring access and linkages from existing and propo:

@ residential areas are provided.

KCDPR5R15 Facilitate and support engagement with all stakeholders to facilitate the development
greater interconnectivity.

KCDPSR16 Facilitate the provision of safe, direct and legible active travel routes to connect resi
areas to public transport stops/stations where appropriate.

1.4 LandUse& FloodRiskManagement

Thefrequency pattern andseverityof floodingis expectedo increaseasaresultof climatechange.Toaddress

this issue, the Council will comply with the provisions of Bianning System and Flood Risk Management
Guidelinesy ensuring that flood risk is a key consideration in the preparation of Plans and in the assessment
of planning applications.

All future developmentswithin the county shall be designedand constructed in accordancewith the
at NB Ol dzINR 3/ yOstildiStkie guidelines.

The CFRAM maps (Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management) and all other available flood risk date
sets have been used to identify greenfield lands that are at risk of flooding and these areas are deemed
inappropriate for residential and vulnerableddopment due to the potential flood risk.

The Precautionarfrinciple has been applied to lande zoning (residential and vulnerable development land
uses) in this Plan with the Higind Future Scenario (HEFS) which allows for climate change being taken into
consideration.

A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment has been carried out for all Settlelarsdnd has informed the land use
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zonings. Flood Maps indicating those areas that are risk of flooding are included in the relevant sections.

In this Planthe guidingprinciplesarethe avoidanceof developmentin areasof risk (unlesst canbe justifiedon

wider sustainability grounds), the substitution to less vulnerable uses where avoidance is not possible and the
mitigation and management of the risk where avoidance and substitution are not possible. It is critical for the
longterm sustainable manageemt of flood risk that planning decisions take full account of existing and
potentialfuture flood risk (HEFSp avoidor adequatelyminimisethe creationof new flood risks.Thisapproach
supportsclimateaction,specificallyadaptation whichseekgo adaptfuture developmentto the risksidentified

from climate change as part of the Local Authority CAP making process.

Development which in the opinion of the Council would have an unacceptable risk of flooding or which would
result in an unacceptable risk of flooding elsewhere shall not be permitted.

1.4.1 FloodRiskAssessment$FRA)

Site Specifi€ w ! vih@rerequired, shalbe carriedout to anappropriatelevelof detail to identify flood riskto

a development and quantify potential impacts of any proposal on flood risk elsewhere. As per development
objectives KCDP 9P and KCDP SE3 development within existing buiip areas may have different FRA
requirements to those located outside those areas.

Where necessary the minimum requirement is a Stage 1 Flood Risk Assessment, and this requirement is not
limited to areasor siteswith anidentified flood risk. Generallya Stage? ¢ Initial FloodRiskAssessmenill be
requiredfor anysitewithin or in closeproximityto FloodZoneAor Bandthis mayneedto be further developed

into a Stage & Detailed Flood Risk Assessment.

Certain sites, including many assessed in this Plan, will require the application of the Sequential Approach to
the development design to ensure that more vulnerable uses are sited in areas of lowest flood risk.

It is recognised that in existing town centres of buiit areas, a balance may need to be achieved between
providing a suitable streetscape and mitigating flood risk. In such circumstances it may be acceptable to relax
freeboard requirements subject to gpopriate residual risk mitigation. The use of flood resistant or flood
resilient construction may be an acceptable alternative.

It is important to recognise that guidance in relation to climate change allowances may change during the

lifetime of the Development Plan and the SFRA. Consequently, all future risk assessments and development
designs shall be based on the latest avadaplidance at the time of writing.

FloodRiskObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDPRSR17 (Developmenhot locatedwithin existingbuilt-up areaslocatedwithin FloodZoneA & B)
(a) Ensurethat highlyvulnerabledevelopmentis not permitted in areasidentifiedin Flood
Zone A and B, and not to permit less vulnerable development within Flood Zone A.
(b) Ensure that only water compatible development is permitted within Flood Zone A
less vulnerable in Flood Zone B.
(c) Ensure that less vulnerable development and water compatible development ol
permitted with suitable mitigation measures.

KCDFSR18 (Developmentvithin existingbuilt-up areaslocatedwithin FloodZoneA & B)

Ensure that development proposals avoid the identified flood risk area, or if not pos
ensurethat proposalsavoidthe identified flood risk propertiesand considerflood resilient
or flood resistant construction design methodologies.
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KCDPsPR19 Ensurethe Flood Risk & DevelopmentManagementrequirements as included in the
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of this plan shall be complied with.

KCDRSR20 Ensurethat any potential flood risk areaslocatedwithin residentialzonedareasare used
for amenityopenspaceuseonly and/or areleft asW & LJfo©/S-ai dzNB Q @

KCDPSR21 Ensure that minor proposals for development, for example small extensiorexisting

housesor changesof use, in areasat moderate to high risk of flooding are assessedn
accordance with Section 5.28 of the Guidelines, incorporating the additional guide
Planning Circular PL2/2014.

1.4.2 RainwaterManagement

The challenge of rainwater management has greatly increased in recent years particularly with urban
settlements. The increased density of development along with high intensity rainfall patterns which are
becomingmore prevalenthasincreasedhe effectsof floodingandpollution. Traditionallythe managemenbf

rainfall runoff has relied upon conventional piped drainage systems. There is an urgent need to sustainably
manage rainfall runoff from both existing and future development. Nature based rainwataagement
techniques should be considered starting with how rainfall might be collected at source from buildings and
roads, with onward conveyance and storage witthia urban area prior to other storage opportunities within

the wider catchment.

Ly 2NRSNJ GKIFIG GKS LXFyYy A& QLI dz@AlLE NRA] LINR2TFSRE
rainwater management techniques which are considered to be nature based are mark@b@ymbol.

RainwaterManagementObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isan objective of the Councilto:

KCDRSR22 Promotethe useof swalesand pondswithin openspaceareasto providestoragecapacity.

KCDRF5R23 Ensure that minor proposals for development, for example small extensions to ex
houses or changesf use,in areas atmoderate to high rislof flooding should bessessec
in accordancewith Sections.280f the Guidelinesincorporatingthe additionalguidancen
Planning Circular PL2/2014.

KCDRSR24 Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems ($ub®rporating naturebased surface wate

(v0) drainage solutions should be incorporated into the design of new developments an
berequiredfor anyproposalof scale Proposalshallalsoaddresspluvialfloodriskin areas
where surface water ponding could occur and ensure that floor and street level
designed to manage any potential risks or exceedances.

KCDFSR25 Supportthe retrofitting of existingenvironmentsto caterfor surfacewater run-off through
@ the use of naturebased solutions, as appropriate.

KCDRsR26 Incorporate the principles of the Rainwater Management Plans, Guidancefor Loca
@ Authorities (2024) for urban settlement areas where appropriate.

KCDRsR27 Promote the use of sustainable rainwater management and retention techniques
@ existing /proposed urban areas, such as;

i Rainfallcollectionat property level
Rainfallcollectionwithin the streetscapes
Rainfallconveyance

Temporarystorageof rainfallwithin publicopenspace
Storageof rainfallwithin the wider catchment.

=A =8 4 =4
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15 ClimateAction and Biodiversity

YSNNE / 2dzyie /2dzyOAtQa [20Ff ! dziK2NAGe / TheYACARS ! O
recognises in the context of land use plans, the integration of spatial, transport and energy planning is
fundamental to achieving decarbonisation, particularly in the challenging sectors of heating and transport.

Decarbonisation of heating in the built environment across the residential andemidential sectors is a key
challengefor climate action in the context of this plan. While national building regulationswill oversee
compliance with evolving European energy legislation in existing and new (to NZEB standards) lquthisngs
plan can indirectly support initiatives that seek to decarbonise the heating sector at a local level. Here,
consolidated growth principles can agdacilitate a more coseffective roltout of retro-fitting projects at

larger spatial scale; and facilitate investigations into potential communal heating schemes, such as district
heating schemes, and/or other potentieenewable heat sourcesThis plan also supports the energy user of

the future - the & & Sof GTLENR Y & dz¥ésSeéwdiallywhere energyis consumedloseto whereit is produced.

Many of these sel€onsumer energy projects are exempted development e.g. installation of solar PV panels.
However, this plan supports communityased generation and evolving miegeneration and export to grid
legislation.

wS3IFNRAY3I (G4KS RSOFNb2yAalGAZ2Yy 27T (NI Yy a LSEBNIYILING 2502
modelwill be keyto achievingambitioustransportemissiongeductions. Thisplantherefore stronglysupports

& I @ dyeRsérringviaconsolidatedyrowth/highdensitylivingin our settlementspeopleresidecloseto where

GKSe g2N] X 332 G2 aoOkKz22f SGOT GaKAFTGée o0& Syadz2NRAy3
OGN} YALRNI YR 0@ AGAYLINR@GSE SyadaNB (GKS LX Iy &adzJi)
infrastructure.

The settlement plans are further underpinned by protection of biodiversity, that seeks to integrate mitigation
andadaptationinto the proper planningand sustainabledevelopmentof the county. Makingspacefor nature,
particularly in the sustainable development of urban spaces is fully supported in the Plan.

Inorderto ensurethe plansared O f ALYNEI253bfediviesthat specificallysupportclimateactionaremarked
by a@ symbol. In addition, a Climate Action Audit (Apperigiprovides more detail on the how the Plan
aligns with climate action policy.

Development proposals should, as far as is reasonably practical, ensure the protection / replacement /
enhancement of biodiversity interests and consider site location within the context of the wider landscape
setting. This plan does not require the retent of all features of biodiversity value, but the concepts of
biodiversity retention / enhancement / creation should form part of project design considerations and
FaasSaaySydo al {Ay3a WaLl OS T2NJ yI (dzNBQ A aditignyandA Y LJ2 |
connectivity of natural / semi natural areas, as welka¥ LIN2 Ay 3 OAGAT SyaqQ KSFHE GK |
context of biodiversity enhancement, the following measures should be considered and incorporated into
development proposals, as appropriate:

1 Nature-basedsolutionsto rainandstormwater managemen{e.g.swalesfree pits, rain gardens).

1 Amenity spaces to be well designed so as to encourage outdoor recreation, play, tree protection and
natureappreciation Aspart of this, passiveandor activesurveillanceshouldbe appropriatelyprovided
for.

f Theprotectionandenhancemenbf watercoursescoastalandriparianhabitats.

1 Tree planting to be provided, preferably free standing rather théthin planters. Tree selection type
shouldbe carefullyconsidered, having regafd 2 G KS WKHANIKIIK Gicondss, bitersity
andclimaticconsiderationsgnaintenanceequirements aswell aspotentialfor undueimpacton public
lighting effectiveness or residential amenity.

1 Theall-Irelandpollinator planguidancerecommendations.

Provisiorof W & LJfofyS-al dedrnQralcompostingaread facilities, fruit andnut trees/ shrubs.
1 Provisionof swift bird boxesandother bird / bat boxes.

=
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i Protection,enhancementgcreationof appropriatelylocatedgreen/ wildlife corridors.

1 Lighting proposals to take into account wildlife impact. The use of timers, dimmers, highly directional
LED lights with a warm white tone bulb (2700K or less) to be incorporated, as appropriate. It may not
alwaysbe appropriateto providepubliclightingalongamenitytrails locatedoutsideof the urbanarea.

I Boundary treatment to consider biodiversity impact. Where boundaries adjoin existing mature
hedgerows, a durable weld mesh type fence can be provided adjoining the hedgerow without unduly
compromising its wildlife value.

1 Invasivespeciesmanagement.

For larger development proposals, ecological survey should inform project design, layout, landscaping and
biodiversityprotection/ enhancemenproposalsThefollowingbiodiversityrelated considerationshouldalso
be taken intoconsideration:

i Effortshouldbe madeto retainmature nativetrees / ecologicafeaturesof importancelocatedwithin
or close to the proposed site boundaries as required by Section 1.3.2 Volume 6 and development
objective KCDP 122 of the Kerry CDP. Urban trees are recognised as having a climate resilience role
in Sction1.5.4.3 Volume 6 of the plan.

I Watercourses should be appropriately protected and integrated into development proposals as
required by Development Objectives KCDR24land KCDP 18of the KCDP.

9 Lightingproposalsshouldtakeinto accountbiodiversityimpact,asrequiredby DevelopmenObjectives
KCDR1-42,KCDH1-44,andSectionl1.3.3.2Volumel and Sectionl.14.2Volume6 of the KCDP.

1 Stormandrainwater managemenshouldincorporatenature basedsolutionsasoutlinedin S4.2.7and
Section13.2.4 of Volume 1 andestion1.5.4.5 of Volume 6 of the KCDP.

1 Construction stage sediment rich soiled water-affishould be managed as required gcton1.3.6
of Volume 6 of the Kerry CDP.

9 Derelict or disused properties may be used as homes for wildlife. Development proposals for such
properties should haveregardto sameand to the requirementsof Sction 4.3.4 of Volume1 and
Development Objective KCDR34. Where necessary surveys on protected species may need to be
undertaken in order to assess potential for impact.

ObjectivesClimateActionand Biodiversity

SlgEaiEe It is an objective of the Councilto:
KCDRSR28 Promote and support an increasein the provisionof greenand blue spacesand tree
@ canopycoverin settlements.
KCDRSR29 Identify and protect Locallyimportant Biodiversity(LIBS¥itesthrough data collection
andmappingin accordancevith HeritageCouncilguidelines.
KCDFSR30 Ensurethat opportunities for biodiversity protection, enhancementand creation

are identified and incorporated into development proposals, as appropnetéde also
supporting Kerry organisations which promote biodiversity and wildlife habitats in
area, such as the Tralee Bay Wetlands (promoting an understanding of Tralee B
its wildlife), Kerry Biosphere (promoting and understanding the Killagrea and its
wildlife), etc.

1.6 Impactand Compatibilitywith the New EuropeanBauhaugNEB)Valuesand Principles
Thesettlementplansarealignedwith the corevaluesandprinciplesof the NEBaimingto fostertransformative
change and encourage a cultural shift towaststainable placéased living. Bfollowinga holistic approach,

these planwwill integrate NEB values and principles into each settlement, ensuring inclusivity and accessibility
while embracing multdisciplinary collaboration and community participation from the outset.

The actionspbjectivesand policiesetout in this planaretailoredto both highlight and address development
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needs of theCounty.

Asignificantdevelopmenineedisthe revitalisationof vacantandunderutilisedproperties.Thesebuildingshold
immense cultural and architectural value but have fallen into disrepair. Adaptive reuse strategies aim to
preservethe/ 2 dzy ricafzlitecturalheritagewnhile catalysingeconomicrevitalisationandfosteringa sense

of community pride.

The actions, aims, objectives and policies set out in this plan will incorporate sustainability, lifecycle thinking,
andquality of designby utilisingthe methodologyoutlinedin the NEBtoolbox, particularlyfocusingon the NEB
Compass as a guiding framework and best practice studies within same (Hal 5, Madre Project, and Krater
Creative Laboratory).

The NEB Compass will guide the implementation of this plan in assessing and enhancing the sustainability of
the proposed interventions on the settlements outlined in this plan including evaluating the environmental
impact of construction materials and metts, incorporating energgfficient infrastructure and sustainable

urban design principles, thereby minimising the ecological footprint of the revitalisation efforts.

KCC will seek to engage with relevant stakeholders to apply the tool to evaluate the sustainability, lifecycle
thinking, and quality of design aspects of potential projects. This plan will seek to focus on topics such as
sustainability, ecdourism, carborzero construction practices, and ecological awareness, ensuring that the
principles of the NEB are thoroughly integrated.

Furthermore the actions,aims,objectivesand policiesin this planwill adhereto principlesof Do No Significant
Harm(DNSHDy prioritisinggreen,social,andinnovativeprocurementpractices. Thiscommitmentwill extend

to the prioritisation,design,development,andspecificatiorof the project proposalsgensuringthat investment

in revitalisationdoesnot resultin significantharmto environmentalobjectivesasmandatedby RegulationEU)
2020/852.
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2.1 TraleeMunicipal District Settlement<Plan

Settlement Plans have been prepared for lands in the Tralee Municipal District (MD) in accordance with the
requirements and provisions of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended). The purpose of the Plan
is to set out a comprehensive local planninrgmework with clear policies and objectives including land use
zoning, in the interests of the common good. The successful implementation of the Plan will have a positive
impact on the Tralee MD, ensuring it develops in a sustainable manner. In conjuwitth Project Ireland 2040,

the National Planning Framework (NPF), the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region
(RSESHnd the KCDPthis Variationwill completethe planningframework for the areaand complement the
implementation of the policies and objectives contained in these hidwazl plans.

This Plan replaces the Tralee Town DevelopmentPlan as contained in Volume 2 of the Kerry County
Development Plan 2022028 and the Tralee Municipal District Local Area Plan-2024.

2.1.1 Kerry County Development Plak022-2028

This Variation must be read in conjunction with tderry County Development Plan 262228 (KCDFP All

guidelines and policy documents referred to in € DRre applicableo this Variation.ThisVariationdoesnot

proposeto duplicate unnecessarilyany policy orobjective already included ithe KCDPUnless otherwise
stated, the policiespbjectives and development management standards as set out in the KCDP-2022,
apply to this Variation.

2.2 Overviewof the MD Area

The principal town in the Tralee Municipal District (MD) is Tralee which is designated as a Key Town in the
Regional Spatial Economic Strategy for the Southern Region (RSES) and the Kerry County Development Pla
20222028 (KCDP). Ardfert and Fenit occuppartant roles as District Towns for the area as identified in the
KCDP.

For the first time, the traditional boundary of the former Tralee Town Council has been amended to include
lands within the environs of the town. These lands mainly include the existingupuéhd brownfield lands
that were included in the Tralee MD L2@182024.

TheMD includesthe following settlementsasper the SettlementHierarchyin the KCDP.

Settlements
KeyTown Tralee
District Towns Ardfert, Fenit
Villages BlennervilleTheSpa
Table2.1: SettlementHierarchy
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Figure2.1: TraleeMD & Settlements
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2.3 PopulationGrowth & HousingTargets

The distributionof projected population growth throughout the County is set in the Core Strategy arite
Settlement Hierarchy outlined in Section 3.10 of the KCIié.Key Towns (Tralee & Killarney) are envisaged to
be the focused towns for growth in the County.

Thedistribution of the populationtargets withinthe TraleeMD reflectsthe needto focusdevelopmenton the
principaltown of Kerry¢ Tralee andto alesserextentin ArdfertandFenitto createthe criticalmassnecessary

to support the existing level of services and to generate demand for new services commensurate with the
functions of each settlement.

Settlementswithin TraleeMD Population2022 HousingTarget
KeyTown Tralee 26,079 2,087
District Ardfert 771 61
Towns Fenit 619 102
Villages Blennerville - n/a

TheSpa 362 n/a
Table2.2 ExistingPopulation& HousingTargetsfor TraleeMD

2.4 HousingDevelopment20122023

A keyobijectiveof the KCDP is to strengthen the urban structofelralee and the district towns. Comparative
analysis of Ge®irectory residential address database from 2012 to that of 2023 highlights the level of
development in the Tralee MD. The points shown on the Figure 2.2 indicate the location of new residential
development within this period.

Analysis of the data shows that 790 additional points have been added in tiyisat period. 396 of the total

new addresses in the Tralee MD are within Tralee Town which represents half of the total figure at 50%. 12%
of the total developmentfigure havebeencarriedout in the other settlementsof Ardfert, Fenitand TheSpa.lt

isnot possibleto getafigure for BlennervillethroughGeoDirectory ait isclassifiedasavillage.Therefore38%
arelocatedin the rural area(includingBlennervilleof the MD, that is, outsideof the developmentboundaryof

the settlements in the plan area.

Figure 2.2 indicates that there is still a considerable amount of residential development occurring outside of
settlements and this continuing trend is at odds with sustainable development patterns.

Thispattern of developmentoutsideof existingsettlementswill continueto weakenthe attractivenesf these

towns and villages to inward investment, future jobs and services. Conversely unsustainable patterns of high
rates of development in rural areas can result in excessive car based commuting patterns in order to access
employment, shops and other secels. This places greater demands on uneconomical infrastructure
development and the need for other services outside of the main settlement areas.

2.5 Water & WastewaterCapacity

The supply of residential zoned land is focused in areas where water and wastewater infrastructure and
treatment capacity is available or where planned investment is imminent. The settlements of Tralee, Ardfert
and Fenit in particular, have been identified being capable of accommodating residential development,
subjectto investmentin the approvedwastewaterinfrastructuredevelopmentin Fenit. FenitWWTP hasbeen
identified under the Uisce Eireann STVGP Rraliminary Business Castage and is expected to be complete

in 2029.

Wastewaterinfrastructuraldeficitsareafactorin limiting developmentn certainsettlementsof the TraleeMD.
In particular wastewater and water treatments are key considerations for future development proposals.

In caseswhere infrastructuraldeficitsariseand centrallylocatedsuitablelandsare availablefor development;
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theselandshavebeenzonedunder the categoryof 8trategicResidentiaReserve(R4)or ‘BtrategicReserve

(O1). These lands are zoned in line with the l@rgn objective of encouraging consolidation of the town/village
core and the retention and improvement of local services and facilities. Development will be dependent on
(amongst other issues) the availatyilof infrastructure, need and demand for development. TabBsetsout

the latest Wastewater Treatment and Water SuppBapacityRegisterfor the Planareareceived from Uisce
Eireann irDecember 202.

Hierarchy Settlement WWTP Water
KeyTown Tralee
District Towns | Ardfert
Fenit
Villages Blennerville
TheSpa
Key: Capacityavailable Potential

capacity
* projectto upgradeof WWTPat Stage2 ¢ PreliminaryBusines£ase

Table2.3: Water & WastewaterCapacityRegister(December2024)

'A40S ; ANBlLyyQa 2FadaSéelGdSNI ¢NBFGYSyd /LI OAGe wS:
Wastewater Treatment Plants and Water Supply Capacity Register provides an indication of available water
supply in County Kerry. The registers are updaig an annual basis and are subject to change throughout the
year.

2.6 Natural Environment

2.6.1 Overview

The Tralee MD area has a rich and diverse natural environmiglatny ecological sites of International,
EuropeanNationalandlocalsignificanceoccurin the MD with correspondingenvironmentaldesignationsThe
TraleeMD areahasseveralwatercourseghat supportsalmonidspeciesgxtensiveuplandhabitats;sanddunes

and wetlands that have inherent value in themselves, and which support an array of birds and other wildlife.
Hedgerows, treelines, High Nature Value farmland, wetlands, rivers and streams thatresisshe MD area

act as steppingtones within theecological and visual landscap€ralee town is directly linked to Tralee Bay
andthe coastviathe RiverLee the canalandassociatedecreationalrails. Traleebaysupportsa diverserange

of marine and birdlife and is an internally important areagapporting wintering waterbirds.

2.6.2 NatureConservatiorDesignations
The Tralee MD LAP area contains a nhumbenteirnational, European, National and local sites of ecological
interest with corresponding environmental designations.

Habitats designated within and adjoining the plan area are predominately either estuarine, marine and/or
coastal imnature or uplandpeatland habitats.Most notableare designations fobird species, including Tralee
BayComplexSPAo the westof the MD areawhichsupportsinternationallysignificantpopulationsof wintering
waterbirds and the Stacks to Mullaghareirk Mountains, West Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle SPA to the east
and northeast, which supports an internationally important population of Hen Harrier.

TheTraleeBayComplexSPAoverlapswith the TraleeBayandMaghareedeninsulaVestto CloghaneSAC This
SAQoversanextensiveareathat includesthe baysof Traleeand Brandon. Other SAQiesignationsncludethe
Slieve Mish Mountains predominately designated for upland terrestrial halatadsBallyseedy Woods on the
outskirts of Tralee town for its wet alluvial woodland habitat.

Along thecoast the Akeragh, Banna and Barrow Harbour SA&signatedor priority dune habitatand other

marine/estuarine and coastal habitatsTwo Nature Reserves in Tralee Bay overlap with European Site
designationg; Derrymore Island Nature Reserve and Tralee Bay Nature Reserve. Tralee Bay is also recognised
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as an internationally important wetland or RAMSAR ditelAs and pNHAs are also present in the plan area.

Thefixed (grey)dunesof Bannaandthe alluvialwoodlandof Ballyseedyare designatedas W LINJAK2I NaRAGGEE (1 & Q
i.e. habitatswhichare consideredo bein dangerof disappearingvithin the EUterritory.

2.6.3 Waterbodies

The plan area predominantly drains to Tralee Bay by way of groundwater and relatively small watercourses.
Thelargestof thesewatercoursesare the RiverLeewhichrisesin the StackMountainsandflowsthoughTralee

Town and the River Tyshe which passes to the north of Ardfert before discharging to Tralee Bay south of
BallyheigueThenorth-westernpart of the planareadrainsto the RiverFealel Cashenwhichformspart of the

Lower River Shannon SAC. The Lower Shannon SAC supports salmonid species and three speciescof lamprey
brook, sea and river.

Extensivecoastalwatersto the westof the MD supportsignificantecologicatesourcesvith commondolphins,
birds of special conservation interest and other wildlife.

2.6.4 Other Areasof Biodiversity Interest

Other areas and features of local ecological value include hedgerows, wetlands, watercourses, sand dunes,
woodlands and high nature value farmlands. These areas provide ecological connectivity and space for nature
FG  tFryRaoOlILIS SH6eySa@isyadKryd WESedodhiRey RiiNIhe | Vv R
settlementsof the planareaare alsoof importancein thisregard,includingripariancorridors, Traleetown park

and open spaces adjoining the canal, rivers and the Tralee to Fenit Greeseayhé&te withinthe planarea,
agricultural grasslands (wet and improved) may be used by wintering waterbirds for foraging and or roosting
purposes.

2.7 Connectivity

Overallthe TraleeMD iswell connectedwith other areasof the Countyandto neighbouringcounties byroad,

with Tralee as the principal Bus Eireann and Irish Rail Hub, and by air at Kerry Airport, as well as by Fenit Port.
Sustainabléransport,connectivityandaccessibilityare key strandsof the KCDRindthisis carriedthroughinto

the Tralee MD.

Kerry County Council éeveloping/progressingoad schemesn the TraleeMD area,specifically thenorthern

and westernrelief roads,seezoningmap. Theongoingdevelopmentof the TraleeNorthern Relief Road from

Forge Cross to Bracker O'Regan Road will alleviate traffic congestion in Tralee Town and improve access to Feni
Port. The development of the road infrastructure linking the Port at Fenit to Tralee will creaecaomic
corridorwhichwill actasa catalystsupportingthe future developmentof the port for commercial and tourism
businessAny additional improvements relating to national roads identified at a local level should be done so

in consultation with and subject to the agreement of TIl and be developed, subject to an appropriate evidence
base, in accordance with the requirementsSxction 2.7 of the DOECLG Spatial Planning and National Roads
Guidelines (2012).

Fenit, a deepwater port, is an important commercial asset providing a strategic transport link for the import
and export of goods.The R558 is a strategic route linking Tralee with Fenit. KCC in conjunction with the
Department of Transport is committed to the upgrading of this route.

Numerous attractive walking and cycling routes exist in the area, such as,-Feal#éeGreenway, Ballyseedy
Wood, CanalWWalk,North KerryWay, DingleNay andGlanageenty wood. Considerable potengalsts for the
sustainablalevelopmentof cycleroutes,to better connectthe townsandvillagego the widerarea.Thefurther
development of the North Kerry Greenway line remains a priority of the Local Authority in addition to linking
the TraleeFenit Greenway with the permitted The Spa/Cockleshell Rd/Canal Blueway.

KCC is further committed to improving connectivity with the construction of cycle lanes, wayfinding/green
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linkages, safety school access and the promotion of Park and Stride Infrastructure.

2.7.1 Sustainablelransport(Modal Shift)

In orderto achieveamodeshift from caruseto walkingandcycling byprovidingviablealternatives to thecar,
the LocalAuthority iscommittedto providingpedestrianand cyclingfacilitiesandinfrastructure,andto require
the provision of these facilities in future developments.

Thisisin compliancewith ObjectiveKCDR.4-3 andseekso encouragea modalshift awayfrom the privatecar
to more sustainable forms of transport, such as public transport, cycling and walking.

Aneffectiveand multi-modaltransportsystemin the Planareais relianton the successfutegrationwith land
useplanning.TheCounciwill facilitateimprovedstreetdesignin settlementswhichwill encouraganore people

to choose to walk, cycle or use public transport, by making the experience safer and more pleasant through
increased permeabilitpnd segregated cycle routes.i#t envisaged thaneasures suchsthe implementation

of the TraleeFenit greenway and the improved public realm associated with the URDF will also encourage a
modal shift away from unnecessary car transport.

A Local Transport Plan (LTP) has been prepared for Tralee. A key concern of the LTP is promoting sustainabls
travelandmodalshift awayfrom privatevehiclesowardsactiveandpublictransportmodes.Individualschoose

their preferred transport mode by weighing the benefits and costs of each mode for their trip purpose and
requirements. Where a private car is available, driving often has an advantage over sustainable modes of
transportasit canprovidedoor-to-dooracces$o anylocation,whereaspublictransportisrestrictedby specific

routes and active travel is limited by trip distance. However, policy and infrastructure interventions, such as
enhanced permeability, segregated cycle infrastructure and improved public transport provision can ensure
that sustainable travel becoes safer and more convenient, with shorter journey times; this would influence
individuals' travel decisions and potentially encourage modal shift from private motor vehicles to more
sustainable travel patterns.

The Tralee Town LTP proposes a comprehensive network for active travewilhitlake walking and cycling
safer and more convenient. For longer distance travel the public transport strategy proposes improvements
which would enhance the attractiveness of using bus and rail to travel further.

With the high levels of car dependency in Tralee and its environs, there are significant challenges with regard
to promoting amodal shift away from private car usagdowever, this Plan and the LTP strives to reduce the
reliance on the private car, by promoting and facilitating more sustainable modes of transport, based on the
principlesof the 10-minute town a compactsettlementandthe town-centrefirst approach.TheCounciwill co-
operatecloselywith other relevantagenciesandstakeholdersincludingthe NTAand Tllto addresanodalshift

targets as above, and will also support zero emission vehicles initiatives (ZEVI).
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3.1 Tralee

3.1.1 Introduction & Context

Traleeisthe capitaltown andmainadministrative retail, health,education.employmentandservicecentrefor

[ 2dzy i@ YSNNEB® ¢KS WKSIfOIKQ 2F GKS 26y Aa 2F0Sy N
maintain the vibrancy and vitality of Tralee, from a commercial, social, cultural and environmental viewpoint.

A numberof key investment projectare underwayincluding largescaleNational and Europeaimvestment in

projects under the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund PrBjesitioning Tralee as A Regional
Economidriverand DestinationTown, supportedby the EuropearRegionaDevelopment-und,TraleeTown

Centre West Masterplan and The Island of Geese regeneration project, Tralee Active Travel Projects, Failte
Ireland Destination Town Programme, THRIVE, etc., and significant investment in social housing programmes,
roads, public realm and water & wasteter infrastructure.

These projects, infrastructure improvements and initiatives aim to enhance the Tralee experience, increase
footfall, enhance business and make Tralee more accessible and attractive to shoppers, visitors and investors.
Tralee is a key economic driver foreticounty and a balanced approach to sustainable development will be
appliedin orderto maximise¢ NJ- fp&eéh@akiTheKerryTechnologyparkandthe adjoiningMTUare strategic
components to the economic growth of the County

As a tourism destination town, Tralee outperforms many of its rivals in terms of accommodation supply,
diversityof attractionsand cultural attributes. Nestledbetweenthe SlieveMish Mountainand TraleeBayit isa

prime location for business and events as it has the infrastructure and natural beauty that any visitor could
appreciate. It is an ambition of this Plan to strengthen the relationship of Tralee Town as central to the Tralee
Bay Area on the Wild Atlantityay,the blue flag beaches to theest ard north and the longlistance walking
routesandemerginggreenwayghat convergan Tralee Alongwith other centresin the County,Traleewill also

seek to enhance its reputation as a conference location and the Plan supports the developittesedtypes

of facilities

3.1.1.1 RegionalSpatialand EconomicStrategy(RSESKeyTown¢ Tralee
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driver on the strategic road network and Atlantic Economic Corridor, and a key settlement in the Kerry Hub
Knowledge Triangle with KillarneydaKillorglin.

It is a main tenet of the KCDP andararching aim of this plan to prioritise the sustainable development of
Tralee in line with the RSES, with RPO 15 outlining policies for Tralee.

3.1.1.2 Visionand Strategy

Thelong-term vision forTralee isto enhance its position aa regional economidriver and a Destination

Town that is competitive nationally and internationally in attracting investment, talent, enterpris
residents and visitors.

¢ NJ fp&ttsveydo transition and regenerationwill enhanceits competitivenessn attracting new residents,
visitors,employmentopportunities,andnational/internationalinvestment.

This will be achieved through increased higlality employment spaces, residential opportunities and the
development of an excellent quality environment, by means of strategic investment in office development,
publicrealmimprovements]eisureandamenityareasandstrengtheningt NJ- finBast€uéture,senseof place

and identity.
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Theappropriateregeneratiorof areasin the town andother buildingsandimprovementgo connectivity public
realm and amenities will create a more viable and visually attractive town.

Inorderto strengthenthe town andeconomythe followingis required:
Builda strong,competitiveeconomy
Promotehealthycommunities

Requiregooddesign

Promotesustainablanovement& permeability

Deliverawide choiceof highquality homes

Supporthighquality communicationsnfrastructure

Meet the challenge®f climatechangeand severeweatherevents
Conserveandenhancethe natural & historicenvironment

ONOO~WDE

Tralee should develop in an economically and environmentally sustainable manner aligned with the National
Climate ActionPlan2@® / ! t 0 | YR GKS LRftAO& AYyAGAFGADSE |YyR 20
58St Qo

ThisPlansupportsthe policiesand projectscontainedin the URDRgrantfor Traleeentitled; WPositioningTralee

as a Regional Economic Driver and Destination @wrih y Of dzZRAy 3 (G KS F2dzNJ YIFAYy (K¢
Planfor Sustainablé&rowth

Createasenseof placethroughthe deliveryof anattractive,cohesiveandsustainablaurban

destination based around the ifdinute town concept

f Conservandanimate¢ NJ {R&HEEage

T TraleeW5 SaGAFWBYRRY owdS NR A (&

E R ]

KeyTown- StrategicObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It is an objective of the Councilto:

KCDP TR Ensurethat Tralee,asthe Countytown andthe principaldesignatedKeyTownin the RSES
isadriverof countyandregionalprosperityby harnessingts strategiclocationandposition
on the Atlantic Corridor; its strong urban structure, existing tourism, retail, service
accommodatiorbase;andother competitiveadvantagesin accordancevith RSE®POL1,
RPO 15 and RPO 176.

KCDP TR Sustainably strengthen thmle of Traleeas a selsustaining regional economitriver, key
settlementin the KerryHubKnowledgeTriangleandon the AtlanticEconomidcCorridorand
build on inherent strengths as an administrative capital, centre of skills and educi
innovation,enterprisegrowth, culture andtourismwhichis accessibleo regionalairports,
ports, rail and strategic road network assets.

KCDP TR {SS1 Ay@SadtaySyid G2 adzailAylofeée &dzZJ2N
infrastructures subject to the outcome of the planning process and environme
assessments, including key iri&gional connectivity (transport networks and digital)
the strategic road network to the Cork and Limef&tkannon Metropolitan Areas, th
Atlantic Economic Corridor and the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle.

KCDP TR Supportthe strategic vision and implementation of the projects outlined in the URDF
submissiorti t 2 & A Uraléegsa RéglonaEconomidriverandDestinationt 2 gy £ ®

KCDP T& t2aA0A2y ¢NI €SS (26y a4 aAYy@Sailiz2NI NBI |
competitive centre. Ensure it remains a driver of county and regional prosperit
harnessing its strategic location and its proximity to the Atlantic Economigd@orits
strong urban structure, expanding tourism retail, service and accommodation base
other competitive advantages
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bl s Transform Tralee into an exemplar University Town and centre of excellence for 3rd

education for creating, attracting and retaining talent.
KCDP TR EstablislTraleeas a¥5 S & (i & ¥ b gh&xhiginghe opportunity for Traleasthe centre
of the Tralee Bay Area, on the Wild Atlantic Way, as a Gateway to The Dingle Peninst
distance walking routes and Greenways.
{UNBY3IIKSY ¢NIfSSQa aSyaS 27F LX I OS wdrky/
studyandyvisitwith the continuationof transformativeurbanregeneratiorandpublicrealm
spaces.
DevelopTraleeasaninnovative climateresilient,environmentallysustainable|ow carbon
town consistent with the National Climate Action Plan £02uropean Commission polic
AYAGALF GA@Sa GKFG FEA3Yy SAGK GKS 9 dzNR LX
Improve inclusivity, accessibility, permeability, and connectitiisoughout Tralee town
and whereappropriate toadjoining amenitiefor alternativeandmore sustainablenodes
of transport, including cycling and walking.
Planfor the future growth of Traleeandfacilitatethe sustainablaegenerationrandrenewal
of vacant / derelict sites within the town.

A
O
O
<
—
e}

&S

A
O
O
<
—
o}

&S

A
O
O
<
—
s}
o

&S

A
O
O
o
—
B
[

&S

A
(@)
v
jv)
—
9
N

Promote the conservation and adaptive reuse of our vacant built heritage stock and
the regeneration of the town through the Town Centre First Heritage Revival (TH
scheme for the period 2022027.

3.1.2 Developmentof TraleeTown

The future development of Tralee and its renewal will focus on the development of Higinaity
neighbourhoodsgo-workingopportunities,smarteruseof informationtechnologiesand patternsof mixedland
usewhichcanhelpreducethe needto travel by carandthe developmentof a circulareconomy.Theremustbe

a reduction of the dependence on and use of vehicular traffic in Tralee, an increase in alternative modes of
transport and a renewed focus on the development of infill and brownfield sites.

The improvemenbf the public realmand its focusn strengthening pedestriaand cycling links intahrough
andfurther linkagedo the wider cyclenetworkiskeyto the future sustainabilityof alternativetransportmodes.
Creating an attractive town core with a higlality environment and amenity offering will enhance the
attractiveness of the town as a residential and business base.

3.1.2.1 TraleeTownRegenerations: CompactGrowth

Theeconomicandsocialrole of Traleehasbeendeterminedby its positionasthe mainurbancentrein County
Kerry.Themoderntown centre isthe retail, commercialand administrativecore of the town andalsocontains

F £ FNBS LRNIA2Yy 2F GKS G26yQa | NOKFS2t238>x NBONBL!
centrealsolinksadjacentareaswhichare geographicallgonnectedor havea directimpacton the town centre

both in termsof historicaldevelopmentandfunctionalinter-relationships.Thehealth of the town centreoften
symboliseghe healthof the town itself. It istherefore criticalto maintainthe vibrancyandvitality of the town

centre, from a commercial, social and environmental viewpoint.

The town centre has demonstrated its resilience to change; be it the challenge from increased car ownership,
or out of town shoppingcentres.Therecentsurgein onlineretail hasalsoled to afundamentalreviewof what
town centres should become. There are several options to consider:
{1 Consolidationmain streets and town centres may have to consolidate their offers to a smaller spatial
footprint.
1 Experiential Shoppingncreasing independent retailing as a (primarily) leisure activity may be better
suited to certain locations with higher tourism footfall.
1 TryandBuy;retail premisego see,touchandtest productsandthento orderthemin store,online,for
home deliveny retail units would not hold stock.
1 Conversiongonvertingretail andother town centre unitsto non-retail uses.
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1 Demolition and Housing; residential development and applications are emerging as locations for new
homes.

1 UrbanParksppportunitieswith redundantsitesto maketownsgreener cleanerandto supportgreater
wellbeing.

i FlexibleSpacesgurationof civicspacescapableof hostingseasonahctivitiesandevents.

The Local Authority will facilitate the regeneration of Tralee as a regional economic driver through promotion

of high-quality employment spaces, residential opportunities, excellent quality environment, public realm,
leisureandamenityareas.TheLocalAuthority aimsto meetits regionalgrowthtargetsasidentifiedin the RSES

in a consolidatedurbanform with the developmentof the Islandof Geeseandthe developmentof brownfield

infill sites such as those to be contained in a future land use plan for the John Joe Sheehy Road (Tralee Town
centre east) area and by planning for the renewal of strong links to the coast (via Tralee shipping canal), and
through the redeveloprent of the town square as an alleather town centre location.

ThisPlanhasidentifiedanumberof areasof TraleeTownCentrethat havethe potentialfor regeneration.There
are many opportunities and national schemes, in place and emerging, to address decay and dereliction and
make town centres attractive and desirable places to visit and live.

There is significant potential for increasing the population of the town core through the reuse of vacant and
derelictpropertiesandthroughmaximisinghe useof upperfloorsin town centreproperties.ThisPlansupports

the development of residential properties in Tralee Town Centre both for social and private housing
developments, for families and individuals and for student residential developments.

KCasbeensuccessfuh securingundsunderthe UrbanRegeneratiorbevelopmentFund(URDF2020. This
fundinggoestowardskeytown centre projectsthat will enablethe town to achieveits overallaim of becoming
aKeyRegionaEconomidriverandW5 S & (i & ¥ ¢ i&mRagbeensuccessfuin securingn exces®fe mp Y
forW5 S & (i ¥ ¥ b fdeRuyiderthe URDR020.Matchfundinghasalsobeenprovidedby the Counciwhich

bringsthe total fundingamountto overe H vdllion. Thisfundinggoes towardshe regenerationof keytown
centreareas(someof whichhavebeencompleted)includingthe Market Quarter, TownCentrePhase3 (which

includes linkagebetweenlsland of Geese site afidaleeTown Centre)John Joe Sheehy (Tral€ewnCentre

East) Masterplan and the Railway and Austin Stack Plazas. These key projects will enable the town to achieve
its overallaimsof reducingvacancytacklingdereliction, increasingommunity spaceimprovingpermeability,
encouraging modal shift, and building upon its potential as a Regional Economic Driver.

In order to deliver the vision for Tralee as a vibrant town, this Plan places a strong focus on town centre
development, placemaking, retail and urban regeneration opportunities and public realm enhancements. In
particular,this Planidentifiesanumberof sitesthat presentopportunitiesfor urbanrenewalandregeneration.
Thesedesignatedareasbenefitfrom areductionin developmentcontributionsasoutlinedin the development
contributions Scheme 2017.

TheCouncilill facilitatethe sustainableedevelopmenbf backland,infill, vacantandderelictsitesthroughout

the town. It will encouragehe constructionof well-designedapartments/residentialinits, subjectto achieving

a high quality of living accommodation and provision of amenity space for residents. Amenity space/public
realm will use a cdenefits approach to include for the protection, enhancement and creation of biodiversity
includingnature-basedsolutionsfor managemenbof water run-off, actionsfrom the All-lrelandPollinatorPlan
andwherecompatiblewith the (i 2 & glréhidecturalheritage,installingswift nestboxes.
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AT In addition to identifying regeneration sites and
ARl 8 opportunity sites in the Plan and providing a significant
3h incentive  through  development  contributions
reductions; KCC has been very paotive in developing
and advancing a number of projects and plansTiaiee.
These are outlinetelow:
w PositionTraleeasa RegionaEconomic
Driver and Destination Town
w TraleePublicRealmStrategy
w RegeneratiorNeighbourhoods
w Thelslandof Geese
w a A i ORegdn&ation

Figure 3.1: Island of Geesefacing Tralee Town
Centre

¢KS [20Ff ! dziK2NAGe NBO23ayArasSa GKS ySSR (2 adNBy3i
of the town centre by the developmentof awell-connected high-quality networkof streetsand spaces for all users,
through the animation of its heritage and the development of strong linkages to the surrounding coastal landscag

Fundamental to the creation of a new identity and regeneration of Tralee Town Centre is the requirement to impro
the condition of its public realn its streets footpaths, cycleways and laneways. The Local Authority is addressing
this issue in a coordinated, integrated and comprehensive manner.

This Plan places public realm improvements at the centre of Tralee Town Centre Regeneration. The Local Auth
has identified a series of proposed regeneration objectives that combine to contribute to one ldngagimed vision

for the town, while creting the circumstances for new activities, businesses, life and experiences to emergs
Significant investment has been allocated and substantial works have already taken place in Tralee including Ph
I and II, works completed to date are outlined below.

3.1.3 PublicRealmimprovements

The completed public realm enhancementworks (phasesl & 2) in TraleeTown Centreto date have focusedon
GRSTAYAYIE YR dzZLJANI RAYy3a GKS SEA&GAY3I NBGOFAC 02 NJ
permeability of the town centre.

Phase3 & 4 of the PublicRealmupgradeproposeso & S E LJthg/eRhtancedbublicrealmto the EastandWest ofthe
retail core of the town centre. Thiswill serveto supportthe driveto re-energisethis essentialretail areabut it will
also provide an improved pedestrian experience when approaching the town from the east.

By engagingan integrated approachto makingthe town centre more accessibldo visitors through a variety of
methods, (including improved signage, public realm and by highlighting key buildings, parks and open spaces)
hoped the deep historical and cultural identity of the town centre will emerge and the town will become more
appealing as a place to live, work in and visit and once complete will provide an enhanced urban streetscape il
which events, activities and spontaneous opportunities can happen.

In conjunctionwith publicrealmS y K y OSY Sy (i LIN@R&W@th éreated continugus pédestr@arand
cyclingamenitypath (circa20kmlong)whichlinksthe Traleeq FenitGreenway;TraleeBayBlueway(Canak TheSpa)
amenitypath, TraleeSmarterTravelcyclepath network andthe Tralee- BallyseedyVoodsriversidepath.

Phase3 which is du¢o commenceconstruction in 202%ill involve upgradinghe footpaths, pavements and public
realm at New Road, Island of Geese Road, Bridge Place, Gas Terrace, Bill Booley Lane, Bridge Landkack Low
Street. Thiswill completethe enhancement public realrand pedestrian priorityink betweenthe Town core to the
Island of Geese site.

Phase 4 of the Public Realm upgrade/ Greenway Link proposes to link the canal section to theFE@ile8reenway
viathe TownPark town centreand Casement rainStationand completethose missingsectionsin the town centre.
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The link will complement the proposed enhanced public realm, the Tralee Wayfinding Plan and the Heritage T
while also providing increased permeability to the town centre for commuters, and tourists arriving into Tralee Tov
Centre who prefer to use theain, cycle or walk.

Phase 4 will also see the enhancement and development of the 'Market Quarter' (Barrack Lane, Milk Market L&
Market Place and Church Street), Castle Street Lower, Edward Street and Tralee Casement Station.

The design of Phase 4 will incorporate the outcomes of the Tralee LTP and Safe Routes to School proposals v
appropriate.The incorporatiorof Active Travellinkages betweerthe pedestrian priority towrcore and the public
transportation system and Tralee Fenit Greenway will be a key design element of Phase 4.

7/ 7R
. ST EE 2N

[7] Construction Complete

[ Under Construction . g

B Phase3 [

[T] Phase4d

St i

Figure 3.2: Public Realm EnhancementWorks

3.13.1 TraIeeTownSquare The Square facilitates everyday commuters, shoppers
i imleeTownsquare | and visitors as well as events, gatherings, markets, stalls
72 and festivals. The Local Authority will facilitate a
o "--»..: transformative intervention in the Town Square which
.“.' ¥ will serve to upgrade the historicalbwn centre in
. g conjunction with the new urban linear park in the Island
Ba, <8 of Geese.
® e ~
s e w
.’._._ :' ‘ & Under the URDF Tralee Regeneration Project the Town
._.’_-' Sond iy Square is the subject of a Design Concept Study to
.-',-‘ § examinethe potential of the squareto be a vibrantcivic
»J 8 spacewith the examinationof an appropriate levebf
.-’ & coverto allowit to functionasaneventspacethroughout
g": the year. The cover options may be demountable or
permanent in nature and will be positioned in the most
Figure3.3: TraleeTownSquare optimum location in the square for events.
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Under the URDF Tralee Regeneration Project the Town Square is the subject of a Design Concept Study to
examinethe potential of the squareto be a vibrantcivic spacavith the examinationof an appropriate levebf

coverto allowit to functionasan eventspacethroughoutthe year. Thecoveroptionsmaybe demountableor
permanent in nature and will be positioned in the most optimum location in the square for events.

The outcome of the study will form the basis of further design work and a planning process with a view to
securingpotential future funding for the regeneration of this key civic space.

3.1.3.2 Market Quarter

MarketQuarterregenerationinvolveshe re-imaginingof circa3.6haof town centrecommerciabndresidential
property. Theareais definedlargelyby narrowlanewaysandstreets. Theremovalandrealignmentof vehicular

traffic togetherwith publicrealminvestmentwill helprealisethe potential of the areaandbuild onrecentsmall
locallybasedandKCGupportedcommunitystreetscapa@mprovementinitiatives. KC@roposedo createanew

urban dynamic in the area, which maximises the potential of its character. By expanding the upgraded high
quality finish of the public realm, pedestriaimg the lanes and creating a new plaza, KCC will promote the
vdz- NISNJ a | GONBIFGAGSE YR aOdzf (dzNI £ ¢ K2GaLRG 6A
home to many independent retailers and businesses.

Proposed enhanced |

mix of shared space,
priority space &
pedestrianisation

Pound Ln

" ~The Court
House ™

Proposed enhanced
shared space

Figure3.4:Indicative Proposaldor Market Quarter

3.1.3.3 CasemenPlaza

KCC proposes a landmarkingention of space on the southern aspect of the Casement Train & Bus Station,
working in collaboration with Irish Rail and Bus Eireann, thereby encouraging more users to arrive / depart by
public transport to and from TraleBown Centrevia this Transport and Tourism Hub. The developnodithis
transformative proposal will be incorporated into the Jebme Sheehy Road (Tralee Town Centre East)
Masterplan.

KChasidentified the significanceof this Transport Hub to the sustainable growth of Tralee and Kerry as a
whole. With the inevitable shift to alternative modes of transport, this Transport Hub will be a transformative
gateway for the town and th€ounty.

Many transport hubs suchas CasementStationare hives of activity, places to -4ocate tourist attractions
places to meet, places to greet. Kerry County Council has identified an opportunity to trattsédrein station
foregroundto beafocal pointfor thisandmuchmorewith relocationof the carpark and creation of a new high
quality plaza.
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[So, S [ ceemeneaza ] Thefuture will seeit potentially becomethe major
’ e & comectvity | Greenway Hub of the SouthWest where the
g O‘,\“f‘:“ wm= Greenway proposed South Kerry, Killarney and Dingle
’ '_~' Greenways will eventually join the Fenit and North
: Kerry Greenways. It is also envisaged that this plaza
s will be connected to the MTU North Campus via the
. '-:

Big River Greenway.

Kerry County Council has been developing the

’%,J proposal with Irish rail and Bus Eireann in recent

°€¢,,€ ] years and together have gained the support of

4 t”*,,o Failte Ireland in the development of Casement
N %o Train Station as a key Gateway to Tralee as part of

Destination Towralee
Figure3.5:CasemenPlaza& Greenway

Thelistedprojectsandinitiativesaimto enhancethe Traleeexperiencejncreasefootfall, businesandopenup
Tralee, making it more accessible and attractive to shoppers, residents, visitors and investors.

Tralee Town Centre and Public Realm Objectives

ObjectiveNo. It is an objective of the Councilto:

KCDP TR3  Sustainably plan for and prioritise the regeneration of Tralee Town Centre as a co

@ town for residential, employment and services that are accessible by sustainable mo
transport including walking, cycling and public transport.

KCDP TR4  Ensurethe completion of the projects containedin the Tralee RegenerationActionsas

funded through the URDF Application 2020 and any subsequent plan or funding stre

&S

KCDP TR5  Facilitateandsupportthe sustainableedevelopmenf the Market Quarter.

D

KCDP TR6  Facilitatethe enhancementof Tralee Town Squareand improve pedestrianlinkagesand
wayfindingsignage.

KCDP TR7 Facilitate and support the management and promotion of Tralee Town Square as
space and as a focal point for events and activities.

3.1.3.4 AccessibilityMobility & CarParking

Therecentpublicrealmimprovementswithin the town havemadeit moreaccessibléor pedestriansresidents,
shoppers, workers and tourists. However more needs to be done to provide people with a viable alternative
mode of transport than the private car.

The provision of adequatear parking throughout théown is essential for the proper functioning tble town

centre and access to services. However, the provision of car parking in the town centre needs to be balanced
against obligations to reduce overall car dependency and reduce CO2 emissions in order to achieve Climate
change targets. Key Challengesbie addressed in this strategy include promoting town centre regeneration
and a model shift in transport whilst meeting business needs, making Tralee Temire more accessible,
meeting targets for electric vehicle charging points and improving parking infrastructure for key Tourism
sites/routes. It is considered that there is sufficient car parking within the town, both on street and car parks,
locatedwithin closeproximity of the town centre.Ascanbe seenon Figure3.6 belowthere are currentlyalmost

2,700 spaces available.
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Bl Car Parks - 1,995 spaces
1 ¢ Onstreet Car Parking - 694 spaces
N Y¢ Public Transport Hub
Figure3.6: Accessibility& CarParking

3.1.4 MasterplanAreas

The Council is committed to the preparation of Masterplans for those redevelopment sites within the town
whichare more complex iterms of unlockingheir development potential. In some instances this complexity
could relate to multiple ownership or servicing constraints. All of the sites are strategically located and would
assistin the regenerationof TraleeTown.Thesdargesitesare suitablefor a mix of uses.Thethree masterplan

sites are set out in more detail below.

Theseare asfollows:
1 Islandof Geesdexisting)
1 MitchelsRegeneratioMasterplan(existing)

3.1.4.1 Thelslandof Geese

Thelslandof Geeseprojectrepresentsasignificantransformationto the town centreof Traleeandisco-funded

by the ERDF (through the ROP 2Q@12D20, Designated Urban Centre Grant Scheme) and KCC. The area has
undergoneae o ¥ansformationfrom the derelictold DennyBaconfactorysiteto anarchitecturallydesigned

urban linear public realm space.

KCC is actively encouraging the development of the site as a contemporary, attractive and innovative urban
district with planning approved for a higind Grade A quality office accommodation building appropriate to

the vision for the regeneration of TraléBown Centre. Opportunities are being sought for the sustainable
developmentof the areawhicharealignedwith the Masterplanandwill meetthe needsof TraleeTownCentre.
Currentlythe Masterplan site haplanning permissiofor a4-storey office buildig on a0.11 hectaresite. The
south-eastern portion of the site will be occupied by the courts service with housing and community facilities
proposed forthe westernportion of the site. Figure8.8 below indicates the proposed/approved land uses for

the overall site. To date, work has been completed on the Linear Park Public Realm Space which includes an
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outdoor performancearea.Work hasalsocommencedn the housingdevelopmentwhichwill front onto Matt
Talbot Road.

Figure3.7:Islandof Geesd.inearParkPublicRealmSpace

The Court Services intdrto develop a courts complex on this site. The Court Services have confirmed their
intention to upkeep and maintain the current Courthouse in Ashe Street and work with the Local Authority in
any future regeneration project of the existing building.

Site A : Plan

S S 4st""eyf)fﬁce

:in‘g Permission for
Uilding 0.11 Hectare

= == j"‘-- 1 Site B : Courthouse
A 0.202 Ha

Island of Gees®bjectives

ObjectiveNo. It is an objective of the Councilto:

KCDP T8 Facilitate and support the continued redevelopment of the Island of Geese having r
@ to the Tralee Town Centre West Masterplan.
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KCDP TR9 Facilitateandsupportamarketandcasuatradingarea.

KCDP TR0  Encourage the revitalisatioof the area includingcreating (improved) linkages with the
town centre including Bill Booley Lane.

3.1.4.2a A G O Regén&ation

CKA& YIF22N) 2y32Ay3 GNIYAT2NNIGABS NBISYSNI GAZ2Y LIN
to defineastandardfor bestpracticein regeneration.Themulti-agencyapproacho dealingwith the challenges

in the area with Local Government, Health Service Executive, Kerry ETB, the Gardai, the Local Development
Sector acting in partnership with the local community has enabled resolutions to be found of many-of long
standing issues which have imped negatively on the community.

Todate the RegeneratiorProjecthasdelivereda suite of community,socialandresidentialproperty solutions,
through new build, refurbishment and energy upgrades. The refurbishment of Moyderwell Convent as a Day
Care Centre, with an accompanying sheltered housing complex of 56 apartments has ensuredeariong
sustainable usef this historic protectedstructure. The developmertf Arasan Phobaprovides a community
andserviceresourcefor the wider populationandhashelpedin transformingthe image ofthe area.Sociabknd
voluntary housing projects have delivered high quality residential solutions in an urban environment. Energy
upgradesanda sustainablevood chipdistrictheatingsystemhavesignificantlyimpactedon fuel povertyin the
area.Publicrealmimprovementsthe provisionof allotments,skillsdevelopmentandpromotionof the heritage

and history of the area have all enhanced community solidarity and engagement.

TheMasterplanfor the RegeneratiorAreaincludesthe followingmajor elements:
Secondaryzaelscoib00pupils(openedApril 2023)

Ballymullerto ClashHnnerReliefRoad(phasel completed)
VoluntaryHousingProjectgCluidProjectunder construction)
Community& EnterpriseBuilding
Sportingfacilities(BoxingClubpermissiorgranted& fundingapproved)
PublicRealmupgradeqongoing)

Parks& OpenSpacesnhancement

E R
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Figure3.9: View of Housingwithin

The Masterplan will continue to be updated in consultation with the local community and its implementation
and delivery will be supported by this Plan.
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Figure3.10:a A (i O R&éneratiorMasterplan

Apositivedevelopmentfor this projectwasthe recentannouncementf overonemillion euroof fundingunder
the Community Recognition Fund 2023 for the boxing club.

a A (i O Re&gén&dtiorObjective

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDAR21 Progresa A (i ORe§dnéatiorProjectanddevelopandapplythe approachesisedin this
procesdo other areasin needof regeneration.

3.1.4.3 TraleeTownCentreEast(JohnJoeSheehyRoadBoherbue)

The aim of this redevelopment is to facilitate the regeneration and development of the area iordinated
manner to provide a new residential urban quarter that prioritises walking, cycling and permeability between
Boherbue, the Listowel Road and TealBown Centre maximising the existing public transport hub, Tralee to
Fenit Greenway and new civic spaces.

TheCouncilsecuredURDHR-undingin 2020to undertakea landuseplan. Theareais one of the important core

areas of the town. It has a mix of residential, recreational, transport and commercial used as a number

of backland areas/sites, vacant sites and former industrial/transportation lands. This area contains the towns
major transport hub with the train and bus station located at its western end. In addition, the area will also
function as a major greenway hub whicurrently connects to the Traled-enit Greenway and it is proposed

to connect to the future Big RiveMTU Greenway.

John Joe Sheehy Road also forms a link corridor between two important gateway vistas to the Town including
CasemenStation/ ListowelRoadandat its junctionwith Boherbue/AustirStackRoundaboutBothareashave
beenidentifiedin this Planasareasearmarkedor publicrealmimprovementgo enabletheseareasto function

as new civic spaces.

As previously highlighted in this Plan (See Figure 3.5) the Casement Plaza project forms part of the John Joe
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Sheehy Road area and is a critical element of the land use plan to open up the visibility, accessibility and
permeability to the towns key transport hub.

To maximise th@otential of these undeveloped anbrownfield landssurrounding this major publitansport
andcyclinghub coupledwith the plannedtwo civicspacest isessentiathat a detailedlanduseplanisprepared
and implemented.

Thesdandscollectivelytherefore offer a significantopportunity for regenerationandresidentialdevelopment

in this edgeof centrelocation. Theareaalongthe southernsideof JohnJoeSheehyRoadincludessomevacant,
derelictbuildingsandsizabldinearlandsto the rearandsideof propertieswhich,if combined offer significant
potential for development that harness its prime location in the town. Similarly, stateed CIE lands offer
significant residential development opportunities north of the road, adjacent to a major transport hub. There
is also potential to crate further linkages to the MTU North and South Canesu3ralee Sports & Leisure
complex and the Tralee to Fenit Greenway.

The fragmented pattern of landownership in these areas, however, makes tbhedowated development of

these areas challenging. Site accumulation anebrciinated development is vital to avoid a haphazard
approach to development. The Council seeks to mesdrthe potential of these undeveloped and brownfield
lands surrounding this major public transport and cycling hub coupled with the planned two civic spaces. The
proposed land use plan shall take cognisaoicthis edge of centre location, the existing public transport hub,
planned cycleways and new civic spaces to provide a planning framework to enable a new sustainable
residential urban quarter that prioritises walking, cycling and permeability to surrourdesas.

The Council will facilitate the reuse and refurbishment of any vacant and underutilised properties/sites. The
refurbishment of the facades shall be carried out in a manner that reflects the traditional vernacular
streetscape. The Council will take a flégibpproach to development management standards and guidelines
for any proposal within this arean addition, a reduction in development contributions shall apply to these
sites in accordance with Kerry County Council Development Contributions Scheme 2017

TraleeTownCentreEastObjective

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDPAR22 Prepare a land use plan for Tralee Town Centre Eastandination with stakeholders tc
@ guide and facilitate the regeneration of the public realm and the development of a
residential urban quarter that prioritises walking, cycling, public transpag @and

improved permeability.

3.1.5 UrbanDevelopmentZones& Priority AreaPlans

Large undeveloped land assets and/or large areas of land zoned but in multiple ownerships can benefit from
the preparation and adoption of a planning framework to maximise the development of these areas. This can
be achieved through a number of ways, pregt#gon of an Urban Development Zone (UDZ) or a Priority Area
Plan (PAP). The benefits of utilising overall planning frameworks significantly outweigh the previous forms of
piecemeal development which have resulted &lack of permeability between adjoining developments.
Development of an overall coherent framework enables permeability, active travel and the maximisation of
community facilities.

3.1.5.1 UrbanDevelopmentZonegUDZ)

It isconsideredhat the developmentbof aUDZ inTraleewould be of significanteconomicbenefit to the town.
Shouldthe Minister request the designatioof a UDZit is the intentionof KCC teupport andfacilitate sucha
designation in Tralee.
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Housing for Al a New Housing Plan for Irelasgts out that UDZ arrangements would provide for post
designatiorfasttrack planningin accordancevith anapprovedschemelt isintendedthat the UDZdesignation

will be applicable to largscale areas in single or multiple land ownership. The introduction of UDZ which will
empower local authoritieso designate areawith significant potential for development, including housing, as
Candidate UrbaevelopmentZones and fothe Governmento designate such areas as Urllaavelopment

Zones. These areas will be a focus of State investment in key enabling infrastructure in order to ensure the
potential for development can be realised in a timely manner.

3.1.5.2Priority AreaPlans(PAP)

APriority AreaPlanis preparedfor a part of a settlementwhichisidentifiedin the DevelopmenPlan.Theyare
preparedfor apart of a settlementthat hasthe capacityto deliversignificanthousingor other developmentor
that have a particular need for a bespoke plan for regeneration and renewal.

UrbanDevelopmentZone/Priority AreaPlansObjective

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDA'R23 Supportthe designation/developmentf an UrbanDevelopmenZone a Priority AreaPlan,
Masterplan or other appropriate land use plan in Tralee at suitable locations. See :
map.

3.1.6 RegeneratiorNeighbourhoods

A number of town centre streets have been identified containing vacant properties that can be brought back
into use as new homes/commercial/social activity. The renovation andseeof these properties will
AAAYATAOLI yift e AYLINE @dhimpleinéB O adjomitigsBopfiorsOr LIS | £ 2 y 3

Theseregeneratiomneighbourhoodsre identified on Figure3.11. Theseareasincludethe following:
Boherbue

Partof StrandStreet

DennyStreet

CastleStreet

Moyderwell

PembrokeStreet

Cornerof RockStreet/ North CircularRoad

Partof Boherbug(includingNo. 1-7 ClounalourCottages)
No.10-14 Quill Street

JamesStreet

gegeeegeeeece
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= Regeneration Neighbourhoods

Figure3.11:RegeneratiorNeighbourhoods

The Council will facilitate the reuse and refurbishment of these vacant and undediilioperties/sites. The
refurbishment of the fagades shall be carried out in a manner that reflects the traditional vernacular
streetscape. The Council will take a flexible approach to development management standards and guidelines
for any proposal withi this area.In addition, a reduction in development contributions shall apply to these
sites in accordance with Kerry County Council Development Contributions Schiéhe 20

Regeneration Objectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDPAR24 Encourage the development and renewal of designated regeneration neighbourhood:

©

KCDHAR25 Encourage the development and renewal of vacant and underutilized sites/buildings
@ town centre area and regeneration neighbourhoods.

KCDA R26 Promote the Town Centre First Approach as a mechanism to regenerate and sus

@ urban core area.

3.1.7 ActiveLandManagement
Oneof the KCDRs to facilitate the sustainable growth of the towns by promoting consolidation and compact
developmentin anattractivesettingthat providesasuitablemixof housingwith supportingamenities.
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Figure3.12: Regeneration Strategic & OpportunitySitesTralee
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3.1.7.1 SustainableResidentiaDevelopment

There are a number of large greenfield sites within Tralee that are in close proximity to the town centre. It is
essential that these sites are developed in a coordinated manner to provide new residential and
community/social uses which prioritise walkiraycling and permeability between area and the Town centre
maximising the existing and proposed routes, planned cycleways and new civic/amenity spaces.

Futureresidentialdevelopmentin theseurbanareasshouldsharea commongoalto createhighquality places
which:

w Prioritise walking, cycling and (ease of access to) public transport, and minimise the need to use cars

(promoting active travel).

w Deliver a qualityof-life which residents and visitors are entitled to expect, in terms of amenity,
safety and convenience.
Providea goodrangeof communityandsupportfacilities,whichare easilyaccessible.
Present an attractive, wethaintained appearance, with a distinct sense of place and a quality
publicrealm.
Improvedneighbourhoodpermeabilitywith easeof accesdor all.
Promotethe efficientuseof landandof energyand minimisegreenhousegasemissions.
Provideamixof landusesto minimisetransportdemand.
Promotesocialintegrationand provideaccommodatiormix for a diverserangeof household.
Enhancendprotectthe greeninfrastructure,ecologicatorridorsandbiodiversity.

€ €

egeeeeg

HousingObjective

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDHRR27 Facilitate the developmentof 2,087 residential units within Tralee Town boundary i
accordance with the Core Strategy (Table 3.7) housing target for Tralee town in th
County Development Plan 202D28.

3.1.7.2 DesignBriefs

Design Briefs have been prepared for undeveloped greenfield sites (both privately and publicly owned) within
the town. These Design Briefs seek to provide a development framework for the sustainable, phased and
integrateddevelopmentof theseresidentialandmixedusezonedlands.Thesedesignbriefsareintendedto be

used as a tool to demonstrate tlievelopment potential othe site, but it is acknowledged théte design of

any development proposal may evolve as part of the detailed design processodihe identification of
potential site constraints.

The Design Briefs include main circulation routes for both vehicular and pedestrian movement. They also
include increased permeability into existing residential areas and the shared use of open space and other
recreational facilities.Existing hedgerows and trees are to be retained and incorporated into the layout.

Furtherdetailsandprinciplesof DesigrBriefsareincludedin AppendixD for sitesat ClashWwest

Eachof the DesigrBriefssetout potentialyieldsin relationto residentialdevelopmentasedonthe Settlement
Capacity Audit and residential density guidelines.
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DesignBrief/ResidentialDevelopmentObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isan objective of the Councilto:

KCDA'R28 Facilitate the development of new residential urban quarters which prioritise wall
@ cyclingandimprovedpermeabilitywith highqualitygreenopenspace publicamenitiesand
educational uses.

KCDPAR29 Facilitatethe developmentof DesigrBriefsfor the sitesidentifiedin the Planto ensuretheir
@ development in a cohesive and integrated manner, in full compliance with nat
guidelines and standards.

KCDAR30 Ensure any new residential proposals (in Lohercannon) are sited an appropriate ¢
from the existing wastewater treatment facility.

Figure3.13: Newly ConstructedUnitsin Lohercannon

3.1.7.3 Derelictand VacantProperties

The redevelopment of designated infill and brownfield sites in the town centre and the tackling of dereliction
in the areaiskeyto continuedcompactgrowth of the town, in accordancevith the NPFandthe RSESreating

more sustainableeommunitieswithin the town. Therefurbishmentandre-useof the historicbuildingsto apply

best practice in energy efficiency will also contribute to reducing carbon emissions and contribute to the
creation of new sustainable communities.

A number of derelict and/or vacant properties have been identified in the tolMnese sites are being dealt

with by the Council under the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act 1990. The council will engage with property
owners to bring them back into use. Failure of a property owner to engage with the Council will result in the
provisbns of the act being relied upon.

Derelict and vacant properties should be sympathetically renovated in keeping with the character of the area
andshouldbe finishedin suitablematerials.TheLocalAuthority encourageshe redevelopmenof derelictsites
throughout the town. In 2022 Kerry County Council established a Vacant Homes Office, supported by the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. The Vacant Homes Offices is tasked with tackling
vacancy across the County. The office caflelzita and manages and implements the scheme available to re
activate vacant and derelict properties, namely the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant and the Repair and
Lease Schemeir8e the introduction of the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant, to date approximately 50
properties have been successful and approved for the grant. Therefore, within the year, these properties will
have been brought back into use after a period of vagaof 2 years or more. It is envisaged that vacancy in
the town will continue to reduce with such schemesand with the proposedActivation Programme.The
Activation Programme is whereby lotgym vacant and derelict properties are identified and acquirgdhe

Local Authority. The purpose tife programme i$o re-activatethe property and essentially bring it back into
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use. The property can be brought into use by the Local Authority or can be sold on the open market.

Athird round of URDFupportwasannouncedn Januan2023andis specificallydesignedo addresdongterm

vacancy and dereliction in cities & towns and to accelerate the provision of residential accommodation. The
Vacant Homes Office is actively engaged with the Tralee URDF team to identify vacant and derelict properties
for inclusion under the URDF fundi stream in an effort to bring these properties out of dereliction and back
into productive use. To date, a number of properties have been identified for consideration, this process is
under constant review.

3174/ 2y iNRt 2F al 22NJ ! OOARSy{d I ITIFENR&E o6{S@Saz20

Control of Major Accident Hazards (Seveso) Directive 2012/18/EU (Seveso Ill) was transposed into Irish
legislation through S.1. No. 209 of 2015 Chemicals Act (Control of Major Accident Hazards Involving Dangerous
Substances) Regulations 2015. The purpdseedCOMAH Regulations is to prevent major accidents involving
dangerous substances, while also limiting as far as possible the effects of such accidents on human health and
the environment.

A requirement of the COMAH Regulations is that the Health and Safety Authority shall advise the relevant
planning authority of a consultation distance for a Seveso Il establishment.

The Directive provides that appropriate consultation distances must be put in place to ensure that before
decisions are taken, technical advice is available to planning authorities in respect of relevant establishments.

There are two categories of major accident establishments, upper tier and lower tier. There is currently one site
located within the Tralee MD, and it is a lower tier site. The establishment site is located at Clash industrial
estate, Tralee.

The Health and Safety Authority provides advice where appropriate, in respect of planning applications within
a certain distance of the perimeter of these sites. A consultation distance of 400m has been set for this
establishment. Such technical advicelwi¢ taken into account when considering applications for planning
permission, on and within the vicinity of Seveso sites.

Control of Major Accident Hazards (Sevesabjective

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDFTR31 Developments within the vicinity of sites identified under the Control of Major Accit
Hazards Directive will be assessed having regard to technical guidance provided
@ health and safety authority.

3.1.7.5 Opportunity Sites

Thereareanumberof largebrownfieldsiteswithin the town, the developmentof whichisof primeimportance

to the economic regeneration and urban fabric enhancement of the town. The regeneration of The Island of
Geese Site to date and its further future development shows the importance of town centre renewal.

A number of large opportunity sites have been identified and designated in this plan. These sites include,
Balloonagh Convent, lands adjacent to Dan Spring Road, lands adjacent to Ballymullen Roundabout and lands
adjacentto ClashRoad.Thisbroadselectionof land providesgreaterchoicefor potential developers/investors.

In addition to the conventional zoning of land for employment uses, opportunities for the provision of mixed
use urban development have been identified.

Furthermore, the redevelopment of these Opportunity Sites will allow for increased use of sustainable modes
of transport and will ensure a transition to a low carbon energy efficient transport system, which will be a
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significant challenge over the course of the Plan period. The development of these sites shall also include any
measures and initiatives included within the LTP.

The Councilis interested in receivingproposals/Expressionsf Interest processfor the developmentof two
WhLILR2 NGdzyAde {A05aQ 0{AGS ocalhEBRR ! A kb 2HI2INF EZY 1§ yii B D]
KCC will consider all contractual arrangements in relation to the development of these sites, which may include,
direct disposal, lease, licence or any other proposed option.

*2

Prweg ok R

*4 - . ; }
| ¥ ' %1 Balloonagh Convent
| %2 Lands fronting onto/adjacent to Clash Road
| %3 Dan Spring Road

——
-

| %4 Ballymullen Roundabout

Figure3.14:Opportunity Sites
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Opportunity Site

Attributes

Development
Potential

TraleeMunicipalDistrict

’k (1)BalloonaghConvent

A substantial site with an area of circa 3.4 hectares within walking distance of
town centre, and a range of recreational facilities.

Includes the buildings of the former convent, a protected structure and associz
surrounding lands/brownfield site.
Site is in a strategic location on the northern edge of Tralee, adjacent to the to
centre with opportunities for compactmixeduse development,the provision of
appropriatepublicrealm,connectivityand permeability.

ZonedM1 - Mixed Use/OpportunitySite.
Location, siting and design of any future development on the site will need ce
consideration and have to be carried out to a haghality architectural design.
To sustainably preserve and develop this large landmark building and assag
brownfieldsiteasanewmixeduseurbanareain orderto ensureasustainableusrban
extension to existing facilities and infrastructure.

Potential for significant mixedse development, including health care and assis
living facilities.

Repurposexistingbuildings.

Developmenbnthe site shouldincorporatea strongsocialand communityelement
which reflects the historic use of the site.

Any development to address linkages to the Greenway and the town cent
ensure that local residents have easy access to facilities and amenities and
quality permeability.
DevelopmenshouldincorporateappropriateSuddeaturesincorporatingupto date
and best practice nature based solutions.

A masterplan is required to guide the comprehensive development of this site
to identify opportunities for biodiversity.

Havingregardto the historical usesassociatedwith this complex,any future
development on these lands shall be subject to assessment under the Instituti
BurialsAct2022beforeanyconsentisissued.
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Opportunity Site

Attributes

Development
Potential

48

’k (2) Landsfronting onto/ adjacentto ClashRoad

w

w
w

A large vacantbrownfield industrial site (5.8ha)on the edge of Clashindustrial
Estate, adjacent to the former Tralee Racecourse.

Proximateto andwithin walkingdistanceof the town centre.

Site isa prime locatioradjacent to the towrcentre with opportunities focompact
mixeduse development, connectivity and permeability.

€€

ZonedC2.1¢ industrial,Enterprise Employment

The sustainable redevelopment of this large industrial brownfield site as a
mixeduse development.

These lands provide a significant development opportunity for the town, espe
in terms of the provision officbased development with a high density

employment or industrial development. Proposals will be expected to mainta
strong building linfurban edge and a high design quality which will contribute
the definition of the road/street.
Having regard to the adjacent strategic site (the former racecourse), the Clas
may be considered for redevelopment in clearly identified and logical ph
Proposals for the Clash site could seek to develop it as an important lanc
gateway or enty point into the town, particularly having regatd the existingand
proposed adjacent access onto the TraleepBygs.

Any development to address linkages to the town centre to ensure that

residents have easy access to facilities and amenities and ensure (
permeability.

Developmenshouldincorporate appropriatesSudseaturesincorporatingup to date

andbestpracticenature basedsolutions swales, pervious paving & filter drains.
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Opportunity Site *
- Y (3)DanSpringRoad

Attributes w This large site (2.3ha) is located adjacent to The Rose Hotel. This site whic
large river frontage is also within close proximity to the town park.

w Itisproximateto andwithin walkingdistanceof the town centre

w The Site is a prime location adjacent to the town centre with opportunities
tourism and related use development, appropriate public realm, connectivity
permeability.

® Adjacentto the Riverlee amenitywalkway

Constraints w These lands have been identified as being at risk of fluvial and tidal flooding.
these lands are defended, less vulnerable development could be accommo
with suitable mitigation measures.

® Anyapplicationfor developmentof theselandsshouldhaveregardto the flood risk
management section of the Kerry County Development Plan 2028 and be
accompanied by a sitgpecific flood risk assessment.

w ¢KS aAidsS O2yiGlrAya GKS DF NNENMzGEK 2 3
RS@St2LySyid 2F (GKSasS ftlyRa gAiAft KI
NBIljdZANBYSyiGa 2F GKS ' Aa0S ; ANBlIyy (

IEVEol o=@ (0 The purpose of this sectida tooutline the clear visioffior the comprehensive an(

Potential sustainable development of the lands at Dan Spring Rd/Ballymullen. In desg
the wider urban context, the characteristics of the site itself and the design o
built environment, it is hoped to demonstrate how the schemigmates into and
contributes to the local area. This section is intended to be used as a tg
demonstratethe developmentpotential of the site, but it isacknowledgedhat the
design of any development proposal may evolve as part of the detailed d
process due to the identification of potential site constraints.

w ThesiteisZonedC5¢ Tourism& Related

w Itis envisaged that this large riverfront brownfield site can be developed as &
mixed use urban streetscape providing new Conference centre/Event centre
associated facilities in close proximity to the riverfront and town centre.

w Dueto the proximity of the river, town parkandthe mainroadthe developmentof
GKSasS flFryRa ¢2dAZ R aASNBS Fa | WtlyR
LX F OS f SAadzNBk(i2dzNRA(d KdzoQ | yR Sy T3

w The absenceof adjacent private residential development and consequential
constraints associated with overlooking and overshadowingallow for this
development blockto facilitate a suitable landmark, with heights of 4 stories @
above subject to appropriate design analysis.

w This site has the potential to be a focal entrance point for the s@atstern
approach to the town. There is an opportunity to redevelop this site with
structuresincorporatinga conferencecentreandother tourism/leisurerelateduses
centred on a civic/amenity space adjacent to the river.

w Connectivity and linkage for both the pedestrian and cyclist will be an impo
O2YyaARSNIYGA2Y Ay GKS LINRPLRAIfD® ¢KS
ensure active frontage onto the main road. Careful use of landscape and su
tree speciexreatea more interestingand engagingstreetscape anavill softenthe
visual aspect of the proposal in this area. High quality boundary definition
treatments and signage will be expected as the site has extensive road fronta

w Green infrastructure principles should form part of the design rationale. Givel
proximityof the subjectsiteto the TraleeBayWetlands the TownParkandthe River
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Lee, it is considered that any proposal for the subject site should be informg
suitable green infrastructure principles.

w Supervisiorandpassivesurveillanceof the RiverLeeWalkwaywill be required.

w Development should incorporate appropriate Suds features incorporating up t
and best practice nature based solutions, Trees, Swales, Detention Basins, W
& Ponds, Pervious Paving & Filter Drains.

w 55@St 2 LJYS)/u LINPLRA&lFEA akKltft oS | LILN
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Opportunity Site

* (4) BallymullenRoundabout

Attributes w Thisl.4hasite,whichhasalargeroadandriver frontageis alsowithin close

proximity to the town park.

It is proximateto andwithin walkingdistanceof the town centre

TheSiteis a prime locationadjacentto the town centrewith opportunitiesfor

compact mixeelise development, appropriate public realm, connectivity and

permeability.

w Adjacentto the Riverlee amenitywalkway andRoseHotel.

Constraints w These lands have been identified as being at risk of fluvial and tidal flooding.
these lands are defended, less vulnerable development could be accommo
with suitable mitigation measures.

w Onlylessvulnerableor water-compatibledevelopmentis permitted. Anyapplicatior
for developmentof these landsshould haveregardto the flood risk managemer

section of the Kerry County Development Plan 22@28 and becccompanied by a s
specific flood risk assessment.

€€
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Potential
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The purpose of this section is to outline the clear vision for the comprehensive
sustainable development of the lands at Dan Spring Rd/Ballymullen. In descri
the wider urban context, the characteristics of the site itself and the design of
built environment,it ishoped todemonstratehowthe schementegratesinto and
contributes to the local area. This section is intended to be used as a too
demonstrate the development potential of the site, but it is acknowledged th
the design of any deslopment proposal may evolve as part of the detailed desi
process due to the identification of potential site constraints.
ThesiteisZonedM1 ¢ Mixed Use/OpportunitySite.

To sustainably develop this large riverfront brownfield site as a new u
streetscape providing a building with mixed use facilities in close proximity t
riverfront and town centre. In order to provide a suitable building at this
location, heightsof up to 4 storiescanbe consideredsubjectto appropriatedesign
analysis), graduating down to two stories on teeutheasternedge of the sitg
adjacent to existing properties on Ballymullen Road.

Dueto the proximity of the river, town parkandthe mainroadthe developmentof
theselandswould serveasa substantialdevelopmentcontributinga positiveimage
of the town.

Connectivity and linkage for both the pedestrian and cyclist will be an impo
consideration in the proposal. The building should be orientated to ensure g
frontageonto the main road. High quality boundary definition anglatments and
signage will be expected as the site has extensive road frontage.

Supervision and passive surveillance of the River Lee Walkway will be requirg
site in conjunction with the adjacentlands have the potential to be a focal
entrancepoint for the south-easternapproachto the town. Thereisanopportunity
to redevelop this site with a new significant building incorporating mixed use v
office space.
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Opportunity Site Objectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDAR32 Facilitate and/or require the preparation of Design Statements for the opportunity !
whereappropriateprior to the redevelopmentof opportunity sitesidentifiedin the Planto
ensure their development in a cohesive and integrated manner.

KCDA'R33 Require thecarryingout of archaeologicalest excavations and ground testing prior to tf
re-development of opportunity sites identified.

KCDPTR34 Require the development of a awdinated access strategy for the sites at Ballymul
Roundabout and Dan Spring Road to ensure that the development of the lar
undertaken in a manner complementary to safeguarding the strategic function of
nationalroad network in accordance with the provisions of official policy.

3.1.7.6 StrategicSites

KChaveidentified anumberof StrategicSitesaroundthe countywhichare of prime importanceto economic
developmentsupportingenterpriseandemploymentcreation.Anumberof theselargegreen/brownfieldsites

are within Tralee town. The development of these is of prime importance to both the economic regeneration
and urban fabric enhancement of the town.

Furthermore, the redevelopment of these sites will allow for increased use of sustainable modes of transport
and will ensure a transition to a low carbon energy efficient transport system, which will be a significant
challenge over the course of the Plaerjpd. The development of these sites shall also include any measures
and initiatives included within the LTP.

SEICH[6SIGA Ballybeggar(former Racecourse)
Attributes w A substantial site with an area of circa 50 hectares within walking distance of thej
centre.

w Includes the buildings of the former Racecourse structure and associated surrol
lands/brownfield site.

w Siteisinastrategidocationonthe northernedgeof Tralee adjacento the town centre
with opportunities for compact mixedse development, the provision of approprig
public realm, connectivity and permeability.

w Siteadjacentto the TraleeBy-pass.

w Servicingstatus:

0 Roads Vv
Footpaths Vv
PublicLighting V

\Y
\Y

Water
WasteWater

©O O O O
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Development
Potential

TraleeMunicipalDistrict

ZonedC6- Mixed Use,generalcommercialjndustrial,enterprise.
Location, siting and design of any future development on the site will need cz:
consideration and have to be carried out to a higghality architectural design.
Aim to sustainably develop this large strategically important site as a new mixe
urban area in order to ensure a sustainable urban extension to existing facilitie
infrastructure.

Developmenton the site should incorporate a strong recreational/leisureelement
which reflects the historic use of the site.

Any development to address linkages to the MTU (North and South Campus) a
town centre to ensure that local residents have easy access to facilities and am
and ensure quality permeability.

Development should provide appropriate SuDS features incorporating up to dat
best practice nature based solutions.

Amasterplansrequiredto guidethe comprehensivaelevelopmentof this site.
Potential for significant mixedse development, including mixed use commerg
sports/leisure and a limited amount of residential units with associated facilities.

-,‘.;-"ulylap Data © Qooglé
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S e e Brackerh Q w SRbhdfa,b & c)
Attributes w Substantiakiteswithin walkingdistanceof the town centre.
w Sitesize;a)7.69hap)12.1ha,c)9.77ha.
w Siteisin astrategiclocationonthe northernedgeof Tralee adjacentto the town
centre with opportunities for compact mixease development
w Servicindgstatus:
o Roads \%
o Footpaths V
o PublicLighting V
\Y
\Y

o Water

o WasteWater
[OLETERIOM (0 Multiple Private

DIVl 8 (0 Zoned- (a & b) C6 Mixed general commercial/industrial/enterprised (c) C2.1
Potential Industrial/ Enterprise/Employment.

w Location, siting and design of any future development on the site will need cs
consideration and have to be carried out to a higgrality architectural design.

w Aim to sustainably develop these large strategically important sites as a new Ind
EnterpriseEmploymentarea in order to ensure a sustainableurban extensionto
existing facilities and infrastructure.

w Any development to address linkages to the existing Monavalbhystrial estate ang
the town centre to ensure easy access to facilities and ensure quality permeabil

w Development should provide appropriate SuDS features incorporating up to dat
best practice nature based solutions.
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SHEICh[[eSIEM Dromthacker(Northeastof MTU/Kerry TechnologyPark)

Attributes w Asubstantiakite with anareaof circa 4thectaresadjacentto the MTUNorth Campus
andKerry Technology Park.

w Includes2 land parcels(A& B)Abeing38.9hectares)ocatedto the north of arecently
approved pharmaceutical production building, which is currently under constru
and B being 2.3 hectares, located to the south of the aforementioned pharmace|
production building.

w Site is in a strategic location on the northern edge of Tralee, adjacent to
Technology Park with opportunities for mixede development, the provision (
appropriate public realm, connectivity and permeability.

w Siteadjacentto the TraleeBy-pass.

w Servicingstatus:
0 Roads Vv
o0 Footpaths \%
0 PublicLighting V
o Water \%
o WasteWater V

PIEVE M 0 ZonedC7¢ Education/Innovation/Researdd Development.
Potential w Location, siting and design of any future development on the site will need carel

consideration and have to be carried out to a highality architectural design.

w Aimto sustainablydevelopthis largestrategicallyimportant site asa newmixeduse
urbanareain order to ensure a sustainable urban extension to existing facilities 4
infrastructure.

w Anydevelopmento addresdinkagedo the MTUandKerryTechnologyarkto ensure
that future occupants/workforce have easy acces$acilitiesand amenitiesand
ensure quality permeability.

w DevelopmenshouldprovideappropriateSuDSeaturesincorporatingup to dateand
bestpractice nature based solutions.

w Potentialfor asignificantmix of commercial enterpriseandindustrialtype usesat this

location.

Map Data © Google
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3.1.8 Retail
Theretail coreareain Traleeisincorporatedwithin the TownCentre.It includesCastleStreet, TheMall, part of

Ashe Street and Edward Street, the Square, the Abbeycourt area and part of Rock Street. KCC shall generally
support new retail developments withitlhe town centre area, as defined by the Retail Core (see Figug 3.1
This shall be the preferred area for new retail development and regard shall be given to this in adopting the

sequential test for new retail proposals.

KCds committed to ensuringthe town centre arearemainscommerciallyviable, active and buoyant. Key

indicators for this include:

Diversityof retail functions.
Environmentabmenityandquality of the publicdomain.
Vacancyateson primaryandsecondarystreets.
Accessibilitand pedestrianpermeability.

Perceptiorof safetyandoccurrenceof crime.
Regulamaintenanceandeffectivecleaning.

geegeeeg

Whilst retail uses are a key component of a town centre, uses which operate in both a day antinmght
economy arémportant to the vibrancy anditality ofa towncentre,therefore maintaining and increasing the
levelof restaurantscafesand coffee shopwithin the town isimportant. Anotherelementof avibrantand24

hour town centre is the provision of residential accommodation, and the Council supports the provision of

upper floor residential uses

/'

y,
1
1
1
i
1
i

Figure3.15:View of units along TheMall
Whilst people were once attracted into town centres due to their retail offering this is no lcagenportant

a reason due to the increase in online shopping and free delivery. Therefore, town centres have evolved to
becomemoreaboutwhat experiencesanbe offered. Thisa S E LIS NehcBryp@sSeiwhat landusesthe town

56



TraleeMunicipalDistrict

centre has to offer but also the quality of the public realm, ease of access, universal design, which all relates
back to the 1@minute town concept.

3.1.8.1 RetailRegeneration

Maintaining the vitality and vibrancy of Tralee and addressing the challenges of town centre renewal and
regeneration is a key objective of the Plan to ensure the -tengp sustainability of the town in terms of
sustainable jobs growth and retail salesal€e Town Centre needs to build on its strengths from a social,
cultural, heritage and economic perspective, strengthen its own identity, as well as a town centre experience
and offering in order to secure its future.

=== Tralee Town Centre
= Prime Retail Frontages
Retail Core

Figure3.16:TraleeRetailCore

A number of sites/areas exist that are suitable for town centre retail regeneration. These include the Tralee
shoppingcentrelocatedon TheMall. Thisold shoppingcentre hasa very significantvacancyrate of up to 75%,

with all the upper floors remaining vacant. This site would be suitable for compledevelopment. Other

areas include Castle Street, Pembroke Street, Rock Street and Strand Road where significant numbers of
properties lie vacant and would be suitaldor both retail and residential uses

DT T e
T

Flgure3 17: V|ew ofRockStreet
Y/ ] Qa 202S0GA@S (2 NBOAGIEAAS GKS G246y OSYGNB (¢
improvements to The Mall, Russell Street and Bridge Street, and a commitment to future improvements to
Castle Street, Lower Rock Street and the Market Q@ualt is anticipated that these improvements will act as
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a catalyst for future investment in the town and will significantly improve the town centre experience for
residents, workers, shoppers and visitors to the town.

3.1.8.2 Shopfrontsand Signage

Tralee contains a number of traditional shopfronts, which contribute to the distinctive character of the town.
TheCouncilwill encouragethroughits ShopfronDesignGuidelineg2018) the preservatiorandrefurbishment

of existingtraditional shopfrontsandnameplates,andwhereappropriatethe developmentof new high-quality
shopfrontsin traditional design.Non-traditional designshopfrontswill only be consideredif their designis
sympathetido adjacentfacadesandenhancestatherthandetractsfrom the visualamenityof the streetscape.

KCC have developed a Pilot Shopfront Enhancement Grant Scheme for key locations in Tralee Town.

Figures3.18& 3.19:CommerciaPropertieswithin Tralee

3.1.8.3 Occurrenceof Vacancy

TheTraleeTownCentreHealthCheckwhichwasinitially publishedin 2017 revealedanoccupancyate of 80%

Ay GKS G246y OSYdNB FyR OFdiS3I2NRaSR nm: 2F GKS dzy.
vacancyateson DennyStreetand UpperCastleStreetasbeingveryproblematic. Highvacancyateswere also

seen in Tralee Shopping Centre. The land use survey has been updated, as of 2023, and less vacancy has bee
recorded in specific parts of the town, including Denny Street and The Mall (See F&fijyre 3

It is noted that since the Town Centre Health Check was carried out there have been some positive changes
within the town centre including the occupation of a large letgnding vacant retail unit on The Mall.

3.1.8.4 TraleeShoppingCentre

With access points onto Russell Street, Market Place and the Mall, the Tralee Shopping Centre is in a prime
positionwithin the town centre. It isconsideredhat the regeneratiorof TraleeShoppingCentre togetherwith

the other regeneration projects, particularly the Market Quarter and the Island of Geese would have a
transformative effect on the town centre.

One of the aims of the Council is to enhance the vitality and viability of Tralee as a retail service centre and to
improve the quality of the retail provision in the area.
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Tralee
TCHC Landuse
July 2023

GOAD Sub Classification

N Comparison B tealth and Medical Services [l
: Convenience B Public Service ]
Retail Service Bl Religious Service =

o 100 200m Other Retail ____ Residential
[ E— Leisure Services T storage and Warehousing =
Data Source: Taite t?ream Financlal and Business Services T Vacant Unit -

Figure3.20:LandUseSurvey2023

Tralee Shopping Centre has continued to have a high level of vacancy over the past number of years. The
Shopping Centre is located at the epicentre of recent public realm improvements within the town such as the
Islandof Geeseandforthcomingimprovementssuchasthe Market Quarter.Giventhe highpermeabilityof the
ShoppingCentre,it is envisaged that it should benefit from these improvements with a reinvigoration of the
centre.

Likemanyother areasof the county artisan/locafood and marketshavebecomepopularin Traleeandthis is
somethingwhich couldkickstartthe shoppingcentresvibrancyand vitality onceagain. The Council ipen to
looking at partnerships with the landowner to entice stafs / businesses to avail of the shopping ceninés.

3.1.8.5 Vibrancy& Vitality of TraleeTownCentre

Whilst retail uses are a key component of a town centre, uses which operate in both a day antinméght
economy arémportant to the vibrancy anditality ofa towncentre,therefore maintaining and increasing the
levelof restaurants cafesand coffeeshopswithin the town isimportant. Anotherelementof avibrantand 24-

hour town centre is the provision of residential accommodation, and the Council supports the provision of
upper floor residential uses subject to normal planning considerations.
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Market Quarter

|| w—Tralee Shopping Centre
9 Access Points

In terms of appropriate uses in the town centre, it is considered that this should be the primary location for
retail, office andother services that attract high levets footfall. In addition to retail andffice uses théown
centre is an appropriate location for hospital suites for GPs and other medial and allied services.

3.1.8.6 Diversityof TownCentreUses

Maintaining the health of the town centre requires diversity in the services on offer to the catchment
population. A wide variety of different functions in the town centre is a key element in ensuring tbeiog
vitality of an area. This vitality is tragened by an overconcentration of one particular type of outlet or an
inappropriate use.

3.1.8.7 NonrconformingUses

Recent years has witnessed the establishment of betting offices, discount stores et al at principal locations
throughoutthe town. KCC is concerned that theesence osuch developmentvith respect to the number of

betting offices/takeaways, as well as their frontage/signage is not in keeping with existing traditional retail
FNRYyGF3IS Ay GKS (26yd ¢KAa Aad O2yaAiARSNBR | a RSGNI
eroding the historic character of the town.

Hence, there is a presumption against the establishment of specified uses in the town where it is considered

that such uses:

a. Wouldsetaprecedentandthereforeleadto anoverconcentrationof certaintypesof usesin the town.

b. Wouldattribute to certainareasin the town beingassociatedavith the saleof productsnot conformingwith
the image of the town thereby discouraging the establishment of other retail development both
convenience and comparable retail within the immediate area.

c. Donot conformwith the streetscapeor existingshopfrontage.

d. Detractfrom the heritagecharacterof the town.
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Town Centre RetaiDbjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDAR35 Facilitateand support the regeneration and enhancement of retail shopping in Tralee
Centre where appropriate.

KCDA'R36 Facilitate town centre projects that come out of initiatives such as Putting Town Ce

@ First and Town Centre Health Checks.

KCDPAR37 Liaise with the stakeholders in the Tralee Town Centre to work towards regeneratiol
reoccupation of units.

KCDFTR38 Provide pedestrian only zones in the town centre to encourage footfall and cons
spending.

KCDFRR39 Prevent an ovesupply or dominance of betting offices/casinos, discount/phone/v:

shops, fasfood outlets, takeaways and off licences in the main streets of towns and vill
and shopping centres within the Municipal District in order to ensure thatvibrancy and
vitality of these streets and shopping centres is maintained.

KCDFTR40 The Town Centre shall be the primary location for retail/office/commercial/medical L
unless it is demonstrated that a more suitable alternative location is available.

3.1.8.8 Manor West/Manor East

Theout-of-town retail parksat ManorWestandManor Easthaveattractedsignificantinvestmentto the region,
providing valuable employment opportunities and have established Tralee as a regional shopping destination
for County Kerry, West Limerick and North Cork. It is essential that the regional strengths of these parks are
supportive of the wider retaiimix in the region and in particular do not undermine the retail core of Tralee
Town Centre.

In orderto supportthe sustainabledevelopmentof retail in appropriatelocationsthroughoutthe regionandin
particularto reinforcethe comparativeretail function of TraleeTownCentre further retail developmentin the

Manor West and Manor East areas highlighted on the Zoning Map D shall be restricted to retail warehousing
only as defined in the Guidelines for Planning Authorities, Retail Guidelines, DoECLG, 2012. Any planning
applications for additional retail warelising in this area will be carefully assessed in view of the significant
levels of provision already established there and potential impactstatity and viability of the town centre.
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3.1.8.8.1 Additional Accessat CampCross
ObjectiveKCDH'R43 seeks to facilitate and support the sustainable development adiaress roatb Manor
Retail Park from the Tralee bypass at Caryss.

Thecreationof anaccesgor the intensificationof usageof anexistingaccesspnto a NationalRoadcanbe only

considered where it is in compliance with Spatial Planning and National Roads Planning Guidelines (DoECLG
January 2012) and subject to consultation and agreement with TII.

Manor West/Manor EastRetail Objectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDAR41 Limit retail development in the Manor West and Manor East area (ZoningDylap retail
warehousing only as defined in the Guidelines for Planning Authorities, Retail Guid
DoECLG, 2012.

KCDPR42 Facilitateretail warehousinglevelopmentn Manor WestandManor Eastonly whereit can
be demonstrated that such development will not have any impact on the vitality
viability of the existing town centre.

KCDFR43 Facilitateand supportthe sustainable developmertdf anaccessoadto Manor RetailPark
from the Tralee bypass at Can@oss, subject to consultation and agreement with Tl
accordancevith Section2.7, SpatialPlanning& NationalRoadsGuidelines (DoECI2B12)

3.1.9 SustainablegCommunities

The Council recognises that the proper provision of community and social infrastructure of a high standard, in
the mostappropriatelocationsisimportant for allagesandabilitiesin societyandis anessentiacomponentof

building sustainable and properly planned communities.

Sustainable&CommunitiesObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDFTR44 Facilitatethe sustainableprovisionof safed K I y & 2JHz{dBy@ungpeople.

KCDHA'R45 Facilitatethe expansioranddevelopmeniofad O K A f dRateafkandpiimptrackwithin
the town.

3.1.9.1 Primary/PostPrimaryEducation

Tralee hagwide rangeof educationalfacilities.In termsof primaryleveleducationthere are9 schoolawithin

the town, for second level education the town is served by 5 schptisre is also a school which caters for
LINAYIFNE YR L2aid LINAYFNER aGdzRRSyidasz {Go LGFQaAa 9 { G«

Anew postprimaryschool Gaelcholaist&€hiarrai wasopenedin April2023 locatedadjacentto the University

Hospital Kerry. The Campus also includes a Sports Hall, Fitness Suiteourarplay areas with further
developments to include Hurling Wall and a training pitch. The new school forms part oftheR S NJ a A G OK
Regeneration and includes a new ambulance access point to the-a@sthof the hospital campus.
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3.1.10 GaeltachtServiceTown, Culture& Heritage

3.1.10.1 GaeltachtServiceTown

TheNPFandthe KCDP recognisdisat it is vitallyimportant to maintainthe Irishlanguageasthe vernacularof

the Gaeltacht and for the promotion of ongoing supports for the language planning process for the language
outsidethe GaeltachtTraleehasbeendesignatedasaBaileSeirbhisGaeltachtg BSG)(Gaeltacl®erviceTown).
Thedesignatiorof the town asa BSAsarecognitionof the provisionof servicesequiredto supportGaeltacht

areas including the provision of public services, recreational, social, and commercial facilities resources. The
KCDRiimsto supportthe implementationof alanguageplan (ObjectiveKCDR-9 & Section6.4). KCGupports

policies to foster and reinforce the positive impact that the town can have on the Irish language as the
community and family language of the Gaeltacht (language planning area).

3.1.10.2 Culture

Tralee has all the assets and facilities required of a county capital, including a vibrant and rich built heritage
datingbackmore than 800years.Thetown centreis steepedin heritageand culture with highquality facilities
andattractionsincluding:TraleeACA Siamsd ireq the NationalFolkTheatreof Ireland,KerryCountyMuseum,
¢CNFESS ¢26y tINJZ {dd W2KyQa /F{iK2tA0O / KdzZNOK | yR
Church and Day Place, The Market Quarter, The Court House, Casement Train Station, Kerry Protestant Hall
Ashe Memorial Hall and Denny Street

Fromaneconomicperspectivethe Arts/Heritageandthe CreativeSectorhavemuchto contributeto Traleein
termsof employment economicandlocalenterprise. Theartsandheritagein Traleearevibrant,richin content,

in history and in potential. The Local Authority will ensure that this potential is maximised to ensure that arts
and heritage will play a central role in the development of the town.

3.1.10.3 Heritage

3.1.10.3.1 ArchaeologicaHeritage

Y/ /[ O1y26ftSR3ISE (GKS AYLRNIIFIYOS 2F ¢NIfSSQa dzyAld
promote its archaeological heritage as a resource for education purposes to increase public awareness and to
ensure that it is suitably protected dn conserved. This will include the enhancement of the
archaeological/architectural heritage walking trail around Tralee.

3.1.10.3.2 Built ArchitecturalHeritage

The architectural form of Tralee, superimposed alangeanderingnedieval street pattern, is predominantly
characterisedy the Victorianstyle,typicallycomprisingnarrowfronted three andfour storeyterracedhouses.

Asthe morphologyand makeup of the town is essentiallya few hundredyearsold, the characterof the town;

its street and plot pattern, market square, canal and rivers, can be appreciated fully within the context of the
0 2 ¢ feftageandculturalidentity. It isalso interestingo note that muchof ¢ NJ- fol8le® iiflingstock;its
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fine publicbuildings warehousesandgrainmills,andtown centrecommerciabuildings,were built overavery
short period of time in the early to midineteenth century.

¢ NJ ftnferaftecharactercoupledwith its judicialand political role haveinfluencedthe i 2 ¢ gré@néh and
morphologicatlevelopmentin termsof layoutandbuildings.Traleeis predominantlycharacterisedy Victorian
architecturelaid out alonga meanderingmedievalstreet pattern, interspersedwith fine examplesof Georgian
architecture, such as Day Place and Denny Street.

Thehistoricbuilt environmentof Traleegoingbackto medievaltimesprovidesasenseof placeanduniqueness.
Themaintenanceof avisually aesthetipublic domaircanattract inward investment and tourism. Within that
O2yGSEG GKS odaAftd KSNAGEIS Oy LINRPOGARS Ly Aygdlf dz
sense of ownership and pride.

3.1.10.3.3 ArchitecturalConservatiomAreas(ACAS)
The Councilill endeavourto conserve the historicdduilt environment,the traditional townscapeandsetting
of the ACAs (See Volume 3 of KCDP). The ACAs in Tralee Town are shown on%:igure 3.2

In Tralee Town Centre, the Local Authority recognises the value of establishing a coherent, cohesive genuine
historical identity that compliments the strengths and qualities of what Tralee has to offer and enhances the
vibrancy and vitality of the town cémre experience.

The future of Tralee will be better served by enhancing its historical identity through conservation of its
landmarkbuildings and providing theecessargonnectionsand improvedawareness andccessibilityfor the
localandvisitorto the townsexistingextensiveandvariedevents activities products servicesandexperiences.

N EERESTI T T
% Architectural Conservation Areas
= i Town Park

- Edward Street, Ashe Street & Castle Street 0}
?3 Rock Street / Ashe Street

'\4 Day Place

| | Caherina Cottages
o5
ff . Urban Terrace & Rock Street
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Figure3.25: ACAswithin Tralee

Improvingawarenessaindenablinggreateraccessibilityfo experiencehe historicalcharacteristic®f the town
centre,wouldleadto anincreasedunderstandingandsenseof place. Byconservingenhancingandintegrating

GKS ljdz- t Adeé 2F ¢NItSSQa dzNBlFyX | NOKFS2ft23A0Ff | YR
of the town centre, improve the quality of life and potentially increase shopper / visitor dwell time and
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expenditure in local businesses thereby stimulating further opportunities, new jobs and potential.

Figure3.26: Aerial View of AsheMemorial Hall

3.1.10.3.4 Buildingsof HistoricalCharacter

A number ofkey buildings of historical character exist in the town that have potential for development for
enterprise/officeor residentialuse. Thesebuildingsandtheir surroundingandsare often underutilisedor even

in a semi derelict condition. The reuse of these buildings increases viability and vitality of the town centre. A
number of the buildings are protected structures.

These buildings include mills, warehouses and schools and mostly date from the mid to the late nineteenth
OSyiGdz2NE YR 2FFSNJ I NBYAYRSNI 2F (KS NROKySaa 27
developedandoccupiedrather thanremainvacant and pron¢o derelictionandvandalismIn view ofthis the
Planning Authority will actively promote and facilitate the sustainableeeelopment and raise of these
structures and sites.

HeritageObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDF R46 Increase public awareness of the value and importandbefrts, culture, archaeologic:
and architectural heritage in Tralee.

KCDHA'R47 Facilitateandsupportthe conservatiorled rejuvenationof the AsheMemorialHalland The
Courthouse.

KCDHA'R48 Facilitate supportand promote Siamsal ire- the NationalFolkTheatre.
KCDHA R49 Facilitate and support the conservatiodled regenerationof the i 2 ¢ yA@hitectural

Conservatiorireas.
KCDA'R50 Reinforcet NJ- frdfe&r@fiinctionasa BaileSeirbhisGaeltachtgServiceown).
KCDAR51 Protectlocalbiodiversityfeaturesandwhereappropriateenhancescologicatorridorsand
natural features of the landscape such as hedgerows, trees, rivers, parklands, pond
wetlands.
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KCDA'R52 Work with stakeholdersto promote biodiversity in the town (includingswift nest box
projects boxes) and facilitate actions from the Alk-lreland Pollinator Plan such as
recommendations for grassland managementand pollinator friendly planting
schemes/landscaping.

KCDA'R53 Protect existing wetland areas and facilitate community led biodiversity conservatior
enhancement measures.

3.1.10.4 Natural Heritage
Thetown of Traleebenefitsgreatlyfrom its positionadjoiningthe Europeardesignatedsitesof SlieveMishSAC,
Tralee Bay SAC etc (see Section 2.6).

The landscape and public open space of the Town Park and the nearby Tralee Bay Wetlands and surrounding
naturalamenitiesare acombinationof naturalandmanmadefeaturesandare enjoyedby peopleof the town

and visitors alike. The Council recognises the importance of these features and along with key relevant
stakeholderwill striveto protectandenhancethe landscapecologicalalueandphysicabeautyof the natural

heritage of the Town.

I WINBSY ySig2N)] FyR SO02t23A0It O2NNAR2NIR YI L) KI a
AppendixF. This map shows the main open space /green areas in the town and indicative ecological linkages
between these and the wider landscape. This map is intended to help promote ecological connectivity across
the town, to reduce risks associated with habitasgecies isolation & fragmentation and to help identify
opportunities for biodiversity enhancement. Ecological connectivity promotes |lapéstevel ecological
resilience.

The corridors identified in the plan are varied in nature and ecological importance. The value of those located
along watercourses often extends beyond aquatic species and may be used by a wide range of species.
Proposals for along watercourses should hdue regard to the IFI guidance document for the treatment of
watercourses in urban areas. Other corridors may connect woodland type habitats and may be of importance
for bats.At suchlocationslightingandlandscapingroposalsshouldbe carefullyconsicered. At other locations,

such as along the Tralee to Fenit Greenway and along the identified corridor between the River Lee and the
¢t26y tIFN}Z fFYyRaOlILAYy3I o6& gogFe& 2F GNBS LXFyGAy3a |
adequately protect and enhance dogical connectivity.

3.1.11 Economidevelopment

ly SaaSydaalt StSYSyid Ay ¢NIfSSQa LIy F2N INRBgOK
positionsthe town not only asa mereretail centre,but more asa providerof broad-basedresourceghat allow

for awiderangeof employment|eisureandcommunityopportunitiesresultingin sustainablegrowthin income

and employment over time.

Themajority of jobscreatedin Traleeare inthe broadsectorof distributive serviceswhichincludeswholesale

and retail trade as well as transport and storage, and hotels and restaurants. Tralee has slightly more jobs in
health,educationandsocialwork, reflectingthe importanceof MTU,UHKandthe BonSecourgrivate hospital

to the town.

With respect to the zoning of land to facilitate economic development, adequate, suitable and serviced lands,
contiguous to existing industrial and economic development are zoned at appropriate locations. Such land
parcels are located in Monavalley and sblaand are easily accessible off the Northern Relief Road/Bracker
hQwS3ty w2FlR FYyR (KS .@LJ aao

The strategic employment sites for Tralee have been identified in an employment lands capacity audit, which

has been informed by the five key economic principles underpinning the economic strategy of the RSES, being
Smart Specialisation, Clustering, Caya®uilding, Knowledge Diffusion and Placemaking for Enterprise

67



TraleeMunicipalDistrict

5808t 2LIySydo ¢KS aStSOGAz2y 2F (KSa& fyRa KEa I
{GN}GSTIAO 9YLXE 28YS8Syid 5808St2LISyiQ Ay {SO0iGA2Y noT 2
T [20FdA2y 2F (SOKy2t238 IyR Ayy208FiArz2y LltSa

potential growth of economic activity;
I Current employment location, density of workers, lalatte and resource/infrastructure
dependency, including town centres, business parks, industrial estates and significant single
enterprises;
Locations for expansion of existing enterprises;
Locations for new enterprises, based on availability of employees/customers, land, tied to
resources, dependent on the availability of different types of infrastructure (e.g. telecoms, power,
water, roads, airport, port etc.) or dependent on skills avaiifgh
9 Locations for potential relocation of enterprises that may be better suited to alternative locations
and where such a move, if facilitated, would release urban land for more efficient purposes that
would be of benefit to the regeneration and developmentlod urban area as a whole, particularly
in metropolitan areas and large towns;
1 Within large urban areas locations where significant job location can be catered for through
infrastructure servicing and proximity to transport interchanges, particularly public transport;
1 Environmental considerations including but not limited to designated European Sites, Flood Risk,
Biodiversity, Cultural Heritage and landscape;
1 Anassessment of the phasing of development in association with the planned delivery of water and
waste water services, extension or provision of public bus services to the location and provision of
new or improved cycling and walking connectivity fromsg8R®g residential areas.
Areas which would address employment blackspots/legacies;
Support existing sectoral and locatidased strengths and synergies with existing employers
' @At OAEAGE 2F WNBFRe (2 32Q LINRPLISNI& a2t dziA
Local ambition;
Potential for rail borne freight.

= =
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Economy& EmploymentObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDAR54 Promote Tralee as a centre for Research & Innovation building on the strengths
Munster Technological University, the Aggch Centre of Excellence and the Busin
Innovation Centre.

KCDHA R55 Supportthe sustainableregenerationof opportunity sites,suchasthe Islandof GeeseFels
Point, and underused, vacant or derelict town centre lands for musidevelopment tc
facilitate population and employment growth.

KCDHA'R56 Supportthe establishmentof an Innovation District in Tralee Town Centre, particularly
focusing on the opportunities in the wider health care areas.

KCDPA R57 Continue to support the expansionof the Kerry TechnologyPark and the Busines
Innovation Centre for economic development and increased employment opportuniti

KCDA'R58 Facilitatethe developmentof afilm studioat anappropriatelocationin Traleetown.
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3.1.11.1 KnowledgeEconomy

KCC will focus on the development of the knowletigsed technology and services industries to underpin
economic growth in the Town as an integral component of the Kerry Hub Knowledge Triangle. Furthermore,
effortsto attractinwardinvestment,supportfor indigenousndustriesandthe continuingimprovementgo the
SY@ANRYYSyYy(lf G2dNRAaYyY LINRBRdzOG oAttt Ffaz2 oS | OGADS
AtlanticEconomidCorridorandWild AtlanticWay. Criticalto the succes®f this economicdevelopmentwill be

the sustainable growth of Tralee as an exemplar in the provision of 3rd Level Education.

3.1.11.2 MTU,KerryTechnologyParkand KerryETB

TherecentlyestablishedMTUCampusn Traleewill enhanceandsupport¢ NJ- frdfe&g@ieconomiadriverin

the regionandUniversityTown.Thecontinuingprovisionandimprovementof higherleveleducationis vital to

enhancinghe educationaprofile andreputationof Tralee.Thestrengtheningof the educationsectorwill help

reducepoverty,improvethe attractivenes®f the town asaplaceto locate investandcultivatesociceconomic
prosperity.

The development of MTU through the integration of

E Institute of Technology Tralee and Cork Institute of
M T U Technologyhasprovidedgreaterhighereducationand

Ollscoil Teicneolaiochta na Mumhan  research opportunities for students across the region.

Munster Technological University Tralee is fortunate to have a successful and thriving
MTU operating out of 2 campuses in Tralee.

(J \} BORD OIDEACHAIS AGUS OILIUNA CHIARRAI
KERRY EDUCATION AND TRAINING BOARD

In addition, Kerry ETB delivers its Education and Training Programmes from 37 Schools/Centres and over 100
hdzi NI OK OSy(iNBa | ONradaa (G(KS O2dzyieéd ¢KS 9¢. KIFa
staff with approximately 15,000 studenteArners annually.

The ETB has a strong presence in Tralee with offices on John Joe Sheehy Road, and campuses in Monavalle
Clash and Denny Street. KCC recognises the important role played by the ETB in the County and supports its
further development and main aims which areeating and promoting the development of a lifelong learning
society in Kerry, so that all who live there have access to the education and training required to fulfil their
potential and meet their personal, social, cultural, economic and civic needs.

KerryTechnologyParkwhichadjoinsthe MTUis a strategiccomponentto the economiogrowth of the County.

The park is a combination of a highality business estate with leading edge communications and a local
researchandeducationcentre. It encompassethe Business Innovatio@entre 50 acresof enterprisespacea
range of office suites and business units and a powerful enterprise culture.

Theco-locationof theseeducation employmentandresearchentitiesareof regionalsignificancevith potential
for expansion, ease of mobility, proximity to the Kerry Airport and availability of a skilled labour force.

Kerry County Council has granted planning permission to Astellas Pharma for the neof-stetart facility,
whichisnow underconstructionat the KerryTechnologyark.Theproposede o aniilion facility will bringwith
it highlyspecialise@ngineeringscienceandtechnologyemploymentto Tralee Kerry,andthe wider southwest
region.
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Flgure3 27 CoIIegeCampuspresenceNlthln TownCentre

Education/ResearcltObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDA'R59 Facilitate, support and promote the sustainable future development of the K
¢SOKy2f238 tIFN)]Z adzyaiSNJ ¢SOKy2ft 230t
facilities in Tralee, including the establishment and strengthening of their Town C
presence and linkages.

KCDP R60 Facilitate and support the provision of high quality, professionally managed pulpolkse
student accommodation either on campus, or in appropriate and accessible locatic
close proximity to the campuses and on cycle/walking networks.

3.1.12 Tourism& Outdoor Recreation

Tourismis seenasanimportant tool of economicregenerationandavital componentfor the continuedvitality
andvibrancyof the town. Tourismoffersasignificantopportunity to presenta positiveimageof Traleeandcan
provide a framework for investment and relocation decisions over and above the impact of tourism revenue.

Tralee is already a major activity hub and has a long history as a major tourist destination. Afforded good
transport infrastructure links by road, rail line, the public bus network and Kerry International Airport, Tralee
serves as a base to explore theaddished attractions of the wider Southwest area.

Thetown andits hinterlandare alsosteepedin heritageand culturewith highquality facilitiesandits proximity

to beaches and mountains make it well placed to take advantage of the growth in healthy outdoor adventure
sports,activitiesandwater sports.Traleeislessthan 60 minsdrive to sixof the ten highestmountainsin Ireland

and less than 30 mins drive to six Blue Flag beaches.

Furthermore, as Ireland is quickly becoming an attractive location for cycling tourism, Tralee is in a very

advantageous location to capitalise on that growth, particularly given the recent opening of greenways in the
County.
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3.1.12.1 TraleeBayCoastaHub
Tralee(andthe wider bayarea)hasalonghistoryasatourist destinationand offerssignificantopportunitiesto
grow the wider local economy.

KCC also recognises the rich biodiversity in the Tralee Bay Coastal Hub area, with several European sites
designated for predominately coastal habitats, species and birds of special conservation interest. In particular
KCC recognises the role of Tralee Bdgtlands Eco and Activity Park in providing a gateway to the
interpretation of the natural assets of the area and supporting the community in raising awareness of and
encouraging conservation and restoration these. Wetlands Centre is well placed toagla similar gateway

role for the recently established Pairc Naisunta na Mara, Ciarrai.

The council also acknowledges the special role of our coastal settlements recognising that the tourism and
leisure sectors can help support and promote traditional and new mdrased industries and activities.

It shouldbe notedthat the FailtelrelandDestinationTownStrategywhichisapracticalaidto LocalAuthorities,
Chamberof Commercel EADER,ownTeamsandother businessand communitygroups,drawstogetherthe
mostrelevantinsightsinto whatvisitorswant andneed,andfocuson the tourismelementsof destinationtown
developmentKerryCountyCouncihaverecentlycompletedseveraprojects,whichalignwith theseguidelines.
These include:
1 Monolithsin 14 keylocationsc Directionaland Interpretive Informationwith images QRcodesand
Navi Leng linking to Digital Heritage Trail app.
1 BtlingualFingerpostsSigngn 17 locationssupplementinglirectionalinformationon the monolithsc
keypointsof interestandkeyvisitor sites
1 PublicRealmEnhancements:
0 KeyPedestriarLinkagesn TownPark
o TownParkEntrances; HighQuality StonePavingaccommodatiorworksfor signagestreet
furniture.

It shouldalso be notedhat the Cliff CoastDestination and Experiend@evelopmentlan(CCDEDRP)hich is a
five-yearsustainablgourismdevelopmentplanfor NorthKerryandWestClare waslaunchedn Februar2025.
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Figure3.28:TraleeBayCoastaHub
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TourismObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDAR61 Strengthen and promote the relationship of Tralee Town as central to the Tralee Ba
on the Wild Atlantic Wayand facilitate where appropriate the sustainable developmagit
projects listed in County Kerry Tourism and Action Plan 20P2 and successor plans.

KCDPR62 Support the sustainable development, improved connectivity and accessibility o
@ features, infrastructure and amenities within Tralee and the Bay Area, subje
environmental assessment.

KCDFA R63 Facilitateand collaboratewith relevantbodiesto promote Traleeasa diverseand inclusive
town and support the growth of muHtultural arts, crafts, music and culture.

KCDPR64 Facilitateandsupportsustainableourism developmentghat respect¢ NJ- fhiStéhQ &
environmentandlocation.

KCDPR65 Enhanceall mainarrival points with upgrading& environmentalimprovements particularly
the train and bus station and the approach roads to the town.

KCDP R66 Facilitate and promote the growth of Tralee as a conference destination with the
sustainable development of a Conference Centre at an appropriate location.

KCDPR67 Supportand promote the Aquadomeand Tralee Bay Wetlands major tourist attractionsin
Tralee.

KCDPAR68 Supportthe Roseof Tralee Festival/FéileThra Li and other artistic/cultural events as a
mechanism to attract international tourism and extend the tourism season.

KCDPR69 Facilitatethe developmentof infrastructureand ancillaryfacilitiesat appropriatelocations
in Traleefor indoor/ outdoor sports& hobbies,adventure& water sports,walking,cycling
and wellbeing activities.

KCDAR70 Facilitate and support the design proposals emerging from the Failte Ireland Dest
Town Strategy for Tralee including public realm improvements, wayfinding measures
highlighting arrival points, cultural and heritage sites and profiling its immediate
connections to significant tourism attractions in the Tralee Bay area.

KCDAR71 Facilitate and support the sustainable delivery of projects identified and environme
assessed in the Cliff Coast Destination Experience Development Plan.
KCDPR72 Facilitate supportandpromote Traleeasa gatewayto PaircNaisiuntanaMara, Ciarrai.

3.1.12.2 TraleelLeisure& RecreationalQuarter

The Council will promote and facilitate the further development of tourism/leisure opportunities in the town.

The Aquadome, Tralee Bay Wetlands, Tralee Town Park, Lee Walk and proposed Blueway as well as cinema
tennis/athletics clubs are all linked togethat this location. The Plan promotes the development of a Leisure

& RecreationaQuartercentredaroundthe aboveuses,andasshownin Figure3.29. Thereis alsopotential for

the developmentof further facilitiessuchasawater/aquaparkand pontoonfacilitiesin the Basin, Cycl&cility

at anappropriatelocationandanenhancedwildlife wetlandareaandwildlife park/amenitywalkto the eastof

the athletics club at Ballymullen.

3.1.12.3 Outdoor Recreation

Theprovisionof publicopenspaceandrecreationalfacilities aredeemedto be anintegralpart of the required
infrastructureof the town. Sportsandrecreationaffacilitiesin the town includeGAAclubs,andnumerousother

clubs including rowing, boxing, basketball, martial arts, tennis, soccer and rugby clubs, swimming pools and
gymnasiums, athletics, cycling and so on. It should be noted however that many of these sporting groups do
not have their own facilities andepend upon renting facilities and /or land. Opportunities exist for the dual
usage of recreational and amenity facilities. The Council also recognises the important role these facilities can
play in promoting social inclusion, especially amongstmationals and minority groups.
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TraleeBoxingClub

Tralee Boxing Club is a wholly volunteer run, not for profit, community organisation that has been serving the
town of Traleefor almost90years Dedicatedo promotingdiversityandinclusion,andguidedby the principles

of hard work, fairness and respect, the objective of the club is to provide all people of the community with a
means to enrich their physical, mental and social wellbeing through the sport of boxing.

Kerry County Council identified a need for a new Boxing Club facility and Community Space in Tralee. The
proposal is located at Boherbee and is to become a key element of the Mitchels Boherbee Community
Regeneration Project. The new Boxing Club and ContynBpiace is designed as a welcoming, inviting and
useful space a place to benefit Tralee.

Theapprovedbuildingis 2 storeywith aflat roof areaoverthe two storeyelementandaroof formedby aseries

of linked clerestory roof lights abovke doubleheight boxing gym hall. THauilding shape is generalyimple

and honest in form appearing as a translucent lightweight upper element supported on a solid and anchored
groundfloor structure. Thepalette of externalmaterialsselectedislimited to darkbrick work,paintedrender,
translucentpolycarbonateandglazingn high-quality aluminiumframes.Thegroundfloor containsthe building
entrances, fireexits, horizontal and vertical circulation, changing rooms and toilets associated with thegyboxi
gym and the gym Hall itself. The first floor contains horizontal and vertical circulation space, meeting rooms,
offices, canteen and toilet@ssociated withthe Community Space use together with a mezzanine and canteen
for use by the boxing gym members.

w—= Development Boundary
Leisure & Recreational Quarter
s Town Park
Athletics Club
<= Pedestrian Links
«--» River Lee Walk
«--» Blueway / Canal Bank Walk

igure3.29: Proposed_eisure& RecreationalQuarter
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TraleeRegionalSportsComplex

Tralee Regional Sports & Leisure Centre opened in 1977. It was a collaboration between the thedD@€alee
andthe VEC (novKerry CountyCounciland Kerry Education& TrainingBoard),on a 50/50 ownership. The
Centre is managed by Tralee Regional Sports & Leisure CLG efoaprofit basis and reports to a Board of
Management comprising of four members from each public body.

Current facilities include a 25m 5 lane swimming pool, 12.5m leaner pool, public gym, sports hall, racquetball
courts,classexercisestudio, traininggym,3 outdoor astro turfpitchesfor 7 and5 a side soccer and car parking
for 150 vehicles. This is also a skatepark on site.

A Part VIII wasrecently approvedby Kerry County Councilto developfurther facilitieson the sports centre
campus. These new facilities include the following:

I Anadditional3 lane25mtraining pool;

T Newd45mx35msportshall;
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1 Newall-weatherplayingsurfacesncludingtenniscourt/ MUGA
1 Newsporttherapysuite; and
1 85additionalcarparkingspacesandmobility hub.

KerryCountyCounciwill continueto facilitateand supportthis facility.

Recreation, Amenity and Open SpaCdjectives

ObjectiveNo.

It is an objective of the Councilto:

KCDAR73 {dzAGFrAYylIo6fe& RS@OSt2L) bdzyQa 222R> YAff S

KCDAR74 Sensitively undertake improvement and upgrade works to the existing Dingle Way!/
@ Camino Amenity Trail, subject to environmental assessment.

KCDPAR75 Improve/upgrade the existing Lohercannon / Cockleshell Amenity pathway from Tral
@ The Spa, having regard to environmental designations.

KCDPR76 Facilitate and support the refurbishment of the TrateBlennerville railway line in a manr
@ compatible with the Tralee Bay Natura 2000 designations, with potential for a I

walkway utilising this route and the canal walkway.

KCDPAR77 Support the development of a mountain bike facilities and a BMX park at apprc
@ locations in Tralee.

KCDAR78 Facilitateandsupportthe expansiorandcontinueduseof TraleeRegionaBportsComplex.

KCDHAR79 Facilitateand supportopportunitiesfor sportsclubsandorganisationgo sharefacilities.

KCDA'R80 Facilitate and support community led allotments and other similar communal/publit

gardens.

3.1.12.4 TraleeTownPark

TraleeTownPark-a ¢ © 815 Slgtatedin the heartof TraleeTownis one of the largesturbanpublicparksin

Ireland. It covers 14 hectares and comprises manicured gardens, walkways, a wide array of tree species, a
communitygarden,alargeplaygroundandmuchmore. Inaddition,the urbanlandscapeof Traleeisenhanced

by its openspacesgardensandtrees.Collectivelythey both contributeto ¢ NJ {G&8nfafastructureandthe
O2yaSNBIGA2Yy 2F ¢NIXfSSQa yladaNIt SO02aeaidSy @I fdsSSa
Thevisionfor TraleeTownParkis; & (failitateandpromote asafe,accessibleeducationalndengagingnulti-

use outdoor greerspace that is diverse in cultural and natural heritage, thereby enhancing the visitor
SELISNASYOS FyR liddtAadGe 2F tAFS 2F ¢NItSSQa8 OAONI yi

The Council will continue to maintain and improve this facility and will work closely with local schools and
Disability groups to develop it as an inclusive and accessible facility.
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TraleeTownParkObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDPAR81 Facilitatethe enhancemenbf the TownPark.

KCDPAR82 Incorporatethe TraleeTownParkinto a BiodiversityActionPlanfor strengtheningt NJ- £
SEAalGAY3I DNBSY LYFTNI aGdNHzOGdzNBE |yR Tl
Biodiversity Strategy 2030.

KCDPR83 Manage the Wetland area to the east for its biodiversity, flood risk management and \

amenityvalueandto maintainthe areafree from incompatibledevelopmentto facilitate
same.

KCDA R84 Facilitate improved linkages to the Town Park, and associated wayfinding and pa
improvements.

3.1.12.,5 WaterwaysandBlueway

Traleehasan attractive physicakettingformedin part by its mainrivers,the RiverLee the BigRiver,andother

rivers such as the Clashlehane River and other tributaries. The Ship Canal links the town with Tralee Bay. The
waterwaysandcoastalzone alsodesignatecasNatura2000sites,areanimportant elementin defining¢ NI f SSQa
YIEGdzZNF € KSNAGEFE3IS yR (23S0KSNJ gAlGK (GKS G2eyQa Tt 2
0 2 ¢-yuit@nvironment.

It is essential that these valuable natural resources are conserved, managed and developed, so as to support
sustainable economic activity, job creation, @oarism and leisurébased activities. In addition, the Council
recognises the potential of theseeas to provide an attractive setting for recreational and amenity activities
such as cycling and walking therefore enhancing wider participation in sustainable outdoor recreational
activities.¢ KS tf Ly Ffaz2 GF1Sa 023yAaleydddNairg Based Solutidonst dzS
Frameworkch dzNJ DNBSYy wS3A2yQ OHAHHO Llzof AaKSR o6& GKS {2

Riverwalk development proposals, both public and private sector, shall be designed to ensure the amenity
potential of theseareasare realised while havingregardto environmentaldesignationsn the area andaking

into consideration appropriate biosecurity measures to safeguard against the spread of invasive species and
LYftlFyR CAAKSNASE LNBfFYyR JdzZARFYOS WtftlyyAy3d F2N 21|

Recentworkshaveallowedfor apathto connectthe BallyseedyWoodsto the Ballygarryhotel whichfacilitates
a 5km looped walk. Development consent is in place to connect this to the River Lee Blueway.

Figure3.30: Vfro Canaalktowards Blennerville
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The Council proposes to strengthen the links between Tralee and the Tralee Bay Area with the further
sustainable development of a Blueway along the Tralee Canal subject to funding.

The sustainable development and marketing of a Blueway would provide an opportunity to revitalise and re
dzAS | aA3AYATFAOIY(d FYyR KA&AUG2NARAOFIE StSYSyid 2F ¢NItS
the local community, potential to &tY'dzf | 6 S f 20+t odzaAySaasSaz SELI yR
connect with new, existing and proposed Greenways and walking trails, and attract more visitors.

Waterwaysand BluewayObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDP R85 Continue the development of riverside walks, public access and linkages as opport
arise at appropriate locations along the banks of the River Lee to Ballyseedy Woc
@ along the Big River, in a manner compatible with biodiversity protection arrdgerve
lands free from development to facilitate such access, subject to environmu
assessment.
KCDPR86 Provide for a continuous riverside pathway with improved public access along both
@ ofthe RiverLee connectin@allyseedy to Blennervilibject toexamination for its feasibility
in relation to strictly protected species such as otters andironmentalassessment.

KCDPR87 Facilitate the sensitive repair and upgrade of the Canal and Basin as required f
purposes of their management, promotion and use for wdiased recreational activitie
as the Tralee Canal Blueway, subject to environmental assessmémvoiding the spreau
of invasive species.

KCDHA R88 Ensure development proposals enhance the visual and recreational amenity and
SO20G2dz2NAaAY LRGSYGALFT 2F GKS G2é6yQa gl

KCDPR89 Require that developments adjacent to river walks or planned river walks are desigr

@ promote passive and active surveillance of the river walks.

KCDPR90 Supportthe sustainabledevelopmentof the Traleeto FenitBlueway.

KCDA'R91 Facilitateand supportthe ongoingmaintenance(includingdredging)of the TraleeCanato
ensure its use as a navigational waterway and amenity subject to compliance wit
Habitats and EIA Directives.

3.1.13 Environment

The town of Tralee benefits from its strategic position along the Lee Valley, by Tralee Bay and flanked by the
impressive, elevated landscapes of the Slieve Mish and Stacks Mountain ranges. The landscape, public open
space and the Town Park are a combioatdf natural and mamade features and are enjoyed by people of

the town and visitors alike. The Council recognises the importance of these features and will strive to protect
and enhance the landscape and physical beauty of the Town and the surroungling a

Natural HeritageObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDA'R92 Have regard and adhere to the policies contained in the Tralee MD Tree Manag:
@ Strategy 2022025 and/or any subsequent updates or strategies.
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KCDAR93 Preserve and improve the natural character, natural amenity value and high land
quality of the Lee Valley, the Canal, and adjoining areas and to improve access and
walkways / cycle routes, where appropriate in these areas, in a manner whichl wot

adversely affect the conservation objectives of nature conservation designations.
KCDP R4 Maintain the attractive landscape character of the Town Park, Killeer@\Wfod, and
other green spaces which form an important physical setting and backdrop for Tralee
@ and ensure that they are maintained free from visually obtrusive elements.
KCDA'R95 {GNBYy3IiIKSY ¢NItSSQa SEA&alAYy3a ANBSYy | yF
GAGK GKS 9! Qa . A2RAQOSNEAGE {GN)YGS3IE Hy

3.1.14 FloodRiskManagement
Theissueof flood riskmanagemenis dealtwith generallyin Section..4 (LandJse& FloodRiskManagement)
of this Settlemenrd Flan.

In terms of flood risk management issues pertaining to Tralee, the OPW have identified preferred flood
mitigationinfrastructureto mitigate flood risk arisingfrom the river network andfrom the coastin the CFRAM

Flood Risk Management Plan for Tralee Bdyeale River Basin (UOM 23). It is an objective of this Plan to
facilitate the implementation of this infrastructure through the Tralee flood relief scheme subject to project
level environmental assessments.

A number of sites have been identified that are at risk of flooding. Justification tests /SFRA have been carried
out which addresses the flood risk at these sites. The SFRA demonstrates that flood risk to the development
can be adequately managed and thihae development of these sites can take place without causing adverse
impacts elsewhere. Specific details need to be established as part of thepsitdic flood risk assessment
submitted with any planning application.

FloodRiskObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDPR96 Support the development/implementation of the Tralee Flood Relief Scheme devel
@ under the OPW CFRAMs flood risk management pjasubject to project level
environmental assessment.

KCDA R97 Protect the i 2 & yexisting greenfield floodplains and wetlands from inappropriate
@ development in recognition of their function as attenuators amhveyorsof flood water.

3.1.15 Connectivity

3.1.15.1 TraleeLocalTransportPlan(LTP)

The SettlementPlanfor Traleeis informed by a LocalTransportPlan,which is required to be preparedby
RegionaPolicyObjective (RP)57in the Regionabpatial & Economic StrateSESpr the Southern Region.

ThisLTPprovidesa multi-modalframeworkwhichassistdn informingfuture transportinfrastructureplanning,
investment, and delivery. The LTP aims to provide afernyg transport improvement plan for the study area
and ensure increased levels of trips are made by sustainable modes of travel.

TheLTP providea comprehensivaanalysiof the currenttransportsituationin Tralee aswell asthe impactof

future proposed development set out as part of the Tralee Municipal District Settlement Plan. Potential
solutions to improve the conditions for active travelblic transport, and private motorisecehicles are then
presented. Within the LTP, there is a focus on improving the sustainability of the transport network.
Additionally, proposals must support compact urban growth, encourage modal shift from private motorised
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vehicles towards sustainable transport and improve key destination accessibility via sustainable modes of
transport.

Bydevelopinghe LTRPandMunicipalDistrictSettlementPlanin tandemwith oneanother,this enablesa holistic
approachto the developmentof both the transportnetwork andlanduseplanacrosghe town, integratingthe
two to supportsustainablalevelopment.Thisallowsfor afully integratedapproachto both landandtransport
planning within Tralee.

The strategic aimfthe LTP iso provide for the planning and deliveof transport infrastructureand services
which will:
1 Reduce the demand for travel and the reliance on the private car in favour of more sustainable forms
of transport
1 Provideasafeandsustainabldransportnetwork
1 Identify strategicwalkingandcyclinginfrastructureto prioritise for funding

TheLTRexamineslltransportmodesandhowtheyinteract. It hasbeenpreparedto makesurethat movement

andaccessibilityf all forms,acrossallmodesare consideredTheLTHncorporatesup to datelandusezonings
for the town and has been carried out in close collaboration with the preparation of this Plan.

TraleeLocalTransportPlanObjectives

ObjectiveNo. It isanobjective of the Councilto:

KCDHF'R98 Implementthe LocalTransportPlanfor Traleeandall actions/recommendationsontained
within, in particular;

(&)The LTP Walking Strategy Options as set out in Figure 4.1 of the Tralee Tow
Transport Plan, the Proposed Timeframes for Walking and Cycling Options in Ta
of the Tralee Town Locaransport Plan anéigure 3.2 (LTPWalkingStrategyOptions)
below.

(b)The LTP Cycling Strategy Options as set out in Figure 4.2 of the Tralee Tow
Transport Plan, the Proposed Timeframes for Walking and Cycling Options in Ta
of the TraleeTownLocalTransportPlanand Figure3.33 (LTPCyclingStrategyOptions)
below.

(c) TheLTPPublicTransportStrategyOptionsassetout in Figure4.3of the TraleeTownLocal
TransportPlan,the ProposedTimeframesfor PublicTransportOptionsin Table5.3 of
the Tralee Town Local Transport Plan and Figure 3.34 (LTP Public Transport ¢
Options)below.

(d)The LTP Parking Strategy Options as set out in Figure 4.4 of the Tralee Tow
TransportPlan,the ProposedTimeframesfor ParkingOptionsin Table5.5 of the Tralee
TownLocal Transport Plan and Figure 3.35 (LTP Parking Strategy Options) below

(e) The Overview of Rodadptions Included in the ABTA Strategy as set out in Figure ¢
the TraleeTown LocalTransportPlan,the ProposedTimeframesfor RoadsOptionsin
Table5.4 of the Tralee Town Local Transport Plan and Figure 3.36 (Overview o
Options Included in the ABTA Strategy) below.

KCDPA'R99 Ensure thathe prioritisation, detaileddesignand deliveryof the interventions/actionsset
@ out (aboveand)in the LocalTransportPlanfor Traleewill be progressediuringthis lifetime
of this plan

KCDPAR100  Facilitate school zone measures, including slow zones around the schools, and pre
facilitate active travel options for students.
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KCDFTR101 Facilitate and support the sustainable upgrade of the existing Slip Road betwee
Ballinorig roundabout near Clash Industrial Estate and the Tralee Bypass, subject to fi
and subject to consultation and agreement with TIl in accordance with Setfoispatial
Planning & National Roads Guidelines (DoECLG 2012), and require any devel
proposal to be accompanied by appropriate documentation illustrating the requ

evidence base for the development

Zg

05Km,,|

025

Figure3.31: Connectfvity
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Figure3.33: LTPCycIingStrategOptions
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Figure3.35: LTPPaingStrategyO tions




TraleeMunicipalDistrict

MTU
Primary Schools

Key Employment

(@]
[ ]
@ Secondary Schools
@
;j Railway Station

Q Bus Station

7] Town Centre
== Proposed One Way Routes
= Ballinorig Upgrade
=== Tralee Town Plan Road
@ Cycle Connects Junctions
@ Proposed Junction Upgrades
===« Tralee Northern Relief Road Section A
Tralee Northern Relief Road Section B

0 500 1000 1500 2000 m
———— E—

»

Figure3.36: Overviewof RoadOptionsincludedin ABTAStrategy

3.1.15.2 ActiveTravel

Cyclingandwalkingroutesnot onlyfacilitate leisureandrecreationalusebut havesignificantpotential to serve

as commuter routes providing access to places of work, school and other destinations. Active travel is also a
keycomponentof sustainableransportpolicyin climateactionandis a crucialpart of the avoid-shift-improve

model to cut greenhouse gas emissions. KCC is committed to developing cycling and walking infrastructure
consistentwith the LocalTransportPlanfor Traleeandin line with climateactionpolicyin the transportsector.

Key to this is improving connectivity with the construction of safe, accessible cycle lanes, wayfinding/ green
linkages SafeSchoolAccesandpromotionof Wt tamdl] (i NdrBu§Ha necklaceof carparks/shareanobility

hubs with strong pedestrian permeability & links to the town centre and where possible, public transport
infrastructure.

Improvementsshallbe facilitatedin the followingareas

TownCentreLanewayJpgrades

ParkingStrategy

Wayfinding

LinkagesndImprovedPermeability

Linkageso the Greenway

SmarterTravel(cycleways walkways)

SafeRoutego School{SRTSrogramme (school accesses and parktride)
SharedMicromobility Strategy e.g.e-scooters g-bikerental and chargindfacilities

= =4 =8 =8 -8 -8 -8 -9
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3.1.15.3 TownCentreLanewayUpgrades

Laneways within the town centre can provide key linkages, increased permeability and legibility within the
town. In some instances, these require upgrading, public realm works, increased passive surveillance etc. See
Section 3.1.2.1 of this Plan for furth@formation.

3.1.15.4 ParkingStrategy

Whilst the promotion of green modes of transport and the implementation of active travel measures is key,
there is also a place for the provision of appropriately located parking for cars, buses etc. In some instances,
one of the important factors for theuccess of green infrastructure will be strategically located parking. This
Plan looks at the provision of car parking within Tralee Town Centre and immediate environs. See Section 3.1.3.4
(Accessibility, Mobility & Car Parking) oistRlan for further ifiormation.

3.1.15.,5 Wayfinding

Installationof the newbespokebilingualwayfindingsignagghascommencedn Traleetown centre. Theproject,

which is funded by Kerry County Council and Failte Ireland (under the Destination Town Programme) will see
directional, information and interpretive sighage installed at 35 locations around the main town core.

The signage is aimed at pedestrians and provides information highlighting and directing visitors to the many
pointsof interestin Tralee Thesignaturesignagegivesinterpretiveinformationonthe (i 2 ¢ gigddmportant
heritage sites.

Figure3.37: Exampleof Wayfindingsignagen Tralee
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